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ARIA TEMATICA

Revista noastra publica articole de cercetare stiintifica destinata, in
principal, urmatoarelor teme relevante pentru intelegerea si
prognozarea conflictului transnistrean:

e Originea si evolutia conflictului;

e Stadiul prezent si perspectivele de solutionare a conflictului;

e Interesele si actiunile actorilor internationali implicati;

e Platformele de negociere: arhitectura institutionala si
rezultate;

e Dosarele negociate (sub aspect de securitate, politic,
economic, al drepturilor omului, dar si dosare cu caracter
tehnic);

e Descrierea si intelegerea organizarilor sociale si institutionale
pe malul stang al Nistrului;

e Politicile Republicii Moldova in gestionarea conflictului;

e Cazuri comparative de separatism in lumea contemporana.

Pe de alta parte, oferim instrumente de lucru necesare cercetarii,
publicand analize, interviuri, documente si recenzii care au fost
gazduite/diseminate de catre Laboratorul pentru Analiza
Conflictului Transnistrean in cursul anului precedent.

TOPICS

Our journal publishes scientific research articles mainly dedicated to
the following topics relevant to the understanding and prognosis of
the Transnistrian conflict:

e The origin and evolution of the conflict;

e Present status and perspectives for conflict resolution;

e The interests and actions of the international actors involved;

e Negotiating platforms: institutional architecture and results;

o The files negotiated (in terms of security, political, economic,

human rights, as well as technical files);

e Description and understanding of social and institutional

organizations on the left bank of the Dniester River;

e The Republic of Moldova’s conflict management policies;

e Comparative cases of separatism in the contemporary world.
On the other hand, we uwill provide working tools for research,
published analyzes, interviews, documents, and book reviews that
were hosted/disseminated by the Laboratory for the Transnistrian
Conflict Analysis during the previous year.
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PROBLEME TRANSNISTRENE /
TRANSNISTRIAN ISSUES

Ruslana GROSU
Armed Forces Military Academy “Alexandru cel Bun”

BUILDING TRANSNISTRIAN IDENTITY:

ACADEMIC INSIGHTS ON HISTORICAL NARRATIVES,
SYMBOLIC GOVERNANCE, AND GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS

Abstract:

This article explores the identity-building processes of
Transnistria, an unrecognized entity in Eastern Europe. Through
an examination of symbolic nation-building, diversity policies,
and the region's socio-political strategies, the paper identifies the
distinct characteristics that underpin Transnistria’s identity.

The study also highlights challenges such as non-recognition,
geopolitical dependencies, and ethnic tensions, offering
implications for policy and research in multi-ethnic and
unrecognized states.

The paper includes references to articles and research that
explore and justify the existence of a Transnistrian identity,
ranging from perspectives that regard it as a fabricated construct
to those that frame it as a bastion of multiculturalism, however,
the author doesn’t endorse the last viewpoints. Instead, these
references are presented to illustrate the diversity and breadth of
interpretations  surrounding  Transnistrian  identity. By
showcasing the contrasting perspectives, the study demonstrates
the contested nature of the concept and highlights the complex
debates it has generated in academic and political discourse.
Moreover, the study critically addresses the symbolic policies
implemented in Transnistria, which create an illusion of a
functional model of diversity. In reality, these policies primarily
serve an authoritarian regime that uses them as tools to
consolidate its power rather than to genuinely foster social
cohesion. The dominance of symbolic over substantive actions
underscores the performative nature of these measures, which
are designed to project inclusivity without delivering concrete
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outcomes for minority groups.

Ultimately, the promoted Transnistrian identity is portrayed as a
political instrument rather than an authentic reflection of social
unity. It is a mechanism employed by the ruling elite to legitimize
their governance and differentiate Transnistria from the Republic
of Moldova, rather than a genuine expression of shared cultural
or ethnic solidarity among its diverse population. This analysis
underscores the dissonance between the rhetoric of
multiculturalism and the underlying political realities of the

region.

Keywords: Transnistrian identity; Linguistic policies; Soviet legacy;
Geopolitical influence; Contested statehood; Unrecognized
state

Contact

details of the | e-mail: ruslana.grosu@gmail.com

authors:

Institutional | Armed Forces Military Academy “Alexandru cel Bun”
affiliation of
the authors:

Institutions Haltei street, No.23, Chisinau, Republic of Moldova, MD 2023,
address: https://amfa.army.md/, academia.militara@army.md

Introduction

The quest for identity in Transnistria has received limited scholarly
attention; however, the abundant historical and modern literature produced within
the region' demonstrates a significant interest in the topic, particularly in
addressing the challenges of defining Transnistrian identity. While some narratives
align Transnistria with the Republic of Moldova or other neighboring territories,
emphasizing historical and cultural links, others draw heavily from contemporary
Russian historical narratives, framing Transnistria as a distinct and independent
entity. These contrasting perspectives highlight how the region's identity is both
contested and ambiguous, often positioned in opposition to surrounding identities.
This dynamic reflects efforts to legitimize Transnistrian identity in response to
global perceptions that view it as artificial or a product of political manipulation.
Consequently, Transnistria is frequently labeled by various stakeholders as being

! This study deliberately refrains from citing certain works by specific authors, grounded
on the intention to avoid contributing to the visibility or citation metrics of sources that, in
our assessment, prioritize political agendas over academic rigor. Instead, our focus is
directed toward a critical and comprehensive analysis of the broader scholarly narrative,
ensuring that the discourse remains anchored in intellectual integrity and free from
potential biases inherent in politically motivated contributions.
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caught in “historical limbo”, a state of unresolved identity and uncertain political
status. This study seeks to explore the mechanisms and complexities of identity
formation in Transnistria, focusing on the narratives and policies that contribute to
its self-presentation as a multi-ethnic and politically distinct region. Building on
prior works that examine Transnistrian regionalism through either an ethno-
normative framework or a broader societal lens, this research aims to critically
assess the interplay between symbolic policies, external narratives, and the lived
experiences of identity within this unrecognized state.

The collapse of the Soviet Union created a landscape of contested statehood
across Eastern Europe, with Transnistria emerging as a prominent case. Situated
along the Republic of Moldova’s eastern border, Transnistria declared
independence in 1990 amidst fears of Moldovan unification with Romania and
rising nationalist policies'. Despite its de facto independence, the region remains
unrecognized internationally, relying heavily on Russian support while
maintaining economic ties with Europe?.

Transnistria, officially the “Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic” (PMR),
emerged as a contested political entity during the dissolution of the Soviet Union.
Situated between Moldova and Ukraine, this narrow strip of land declared
independence in 1990 in response to fears of Moldovan unification with Romania
and the implementation of Moldovan nationalist policies®. Despite its secession,
Transnistria remains internationally unrecognized and is considered part of the
Republic of Moldova by most states and organizations*. The region has developed
de facto governance structures, including its own currency, military, and political
institutions, creating a paradox of functionality without legitimacy®. This tension
reflects the broader dynamics of “frozen conflicts” in the post-Soviet space, where
unresolved secessionist movements coexist with functional yet unrecognized state-
like entities®.

De facto states like Transnistria face certain challenges in constructing
legitimacy and identity. Lacking international recognition, these entities must rely
on internal nation-building and the support of external “patrons” to maintain

! H. Blakkisrud, P. Kolstg, From Secessionist Conflict Toward a Functioning State:
Processes of State- and Nation-Building in Transnistria, “Post-Soviet Affairs”, Vol. 27,
No. 2, 2011, p. 178.

2 M. Dembinska, F. Mérand, F., The Role of International Brokers in Frozen Conflicts: The
Case of Transnistria, ”Asia Europe Journal”, Vol. 17, 2019, p. 16.

3 N. Cojocaru, Nationalism and Identity in Transnistria, “Innovation: The European
Journal of Social Science Research ”, Vol. 19, No. 3-4, 2006, pp. 261-272.

4 H. Blakkisrud, P. Kolstg, Op.cit.

5 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, The Phenomenon of Transnistria as a Model of Post-Soviet
Diversity Policy. European Centre for Minority Issues (ECMI 96), January 2017.

® P. Kolstg, The Sustainability and Future of Unrecognized Quasi-States, “Journal of Peace
Research”, Vol. 43, No. 6, 2006, pp. 723-740.
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stability’. In Transnistria, the identity construction hinges on fostering a tri-
national narrative that includes Moldovan, Russian, and Ukrainian ethnic groups.
This approach diverges from ethnocentric models and instead promotes
“inclusivity”, supported by policies aimed at managing “ethnic diversity” and
creating shared narratives®. Furthermore, Transnistria’s geopolitical dual
alignment, balancing Russian support with economic ties to Europe, underscores
the complexity of its existence®. This strategy reflects a broader trend among de
facto states to navigate between dependence on patron states and pragmatic
engagement with the international community.

Research problem and objectives

The synthesis of academic literature on Transnistrian identity-building
analyzes how symbolic policies, historical narratives, and governance strategies
are employed as tools for political legitimacy, highlighting their effect in shaping
performative interpretations of identity construction while neglecting grassroots
dynamics, within the broader context of contested statehood and post-Soviet
geopolitical influences.

The central aim of this article is to examine the mechanisms through which
Transnistria constructs and sustains its “national” identity in the absence of formal
recognition. Key areas of focus include diversity policies, symbolic strategies, and
socio-political structures.

This study seeks to delve into the ways academic literature has engaged with
the topic of Transnistrian identity-building, offering a critical analysis of the
approaches that scholars have taken. It aims to uncover the dominant narratives
and frameworks that have been employed to explain the region's symbolic policies,
its strategies for managing diversity, and its governance practices. Furthermore, the
study evaluates the extent to which external influences, such as the Soviet legacy
and Russian geopolitical support, have shaped scholarly interpretations of
Transnistrian identity. By doing so, it also explores how these academic
interpretations contribute to a broader understanding of identity construction
within the complex realities of contested states.

Theoretical framework

1 N. Putina, The Phenomenon of the “de Facto States” and National Identity Construction
- The Transnistrian Paradigm, “Anuarul Laboratorului Pentru Analiza Conflictului
Transnistrean”, Vol. 3, No. 1, 2019, pp. 136-153.

2 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Transnistrian Nation-Building: A Case of Effective Diversity
Policies?, “Nationalities Papers”, Vol. 47, No. 6, 2019, pp. 983-999.

3 M. Dembinska, F. Mérand, F., The Role of International Brokers in Frozen Conflicts: The
Case of Transnistria, ”Asia Europe Journal”, Vol. 17, 2019, pp. 15-30.
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Nation-building in de facto states like Transnistria is a dual process of
symbolic and institutional consolidation and in this context P. Kolstg emphasized
that the absence of international recognition drives these entities to focus inwardly,
creating symbolic national identities to foster internal legitimacy. For Transnistria,
this involves cultivating historical narratives that emphasize its Soviet heritage,
portraying itself as a “protector” of Russian-speaking populations, and utilizing
cultural symbols to sustain a cohesive identity. N. Putina further elaborates that
this identity construction hinges on integrating elements of Moldovan, Russian,
and Ukrainian traditions to present Transnistria as a multiethnic entity. These
efforts extend to institutional practices, such as multi-lingual education policies
and the establishment of local governance structures, which reinforce the region's
distinctiveness from Moldova.?

Researchers A. Osipov and H. Vasilevich highlighted a critical distinction
between nation-building and state-building in de facto states. Nation-building is
primarily focused on cultivating a sense of shared identity through narratives,
symbols, and cultural cohesion, often without the capacity for full state functions.
State-building, on the other hand, emphasizes institutional, military, and economic
frameworks necessary for governance.® In Transnistria, the nation-building process
complements state-building by reinforcing political loyalty and social stability,
even in the absence of international legitimacy. The authors argue that this duality
allowed Transnistria to sustain its de facto status while simultaneously pursuing its
long-term goal of recognition.

Inclusive diversity policies are considered to be “central” to Transnistria’s
ability to manage its multi-ethnic population. A. Osipov and H. Vasilevich
analyzed how the Transnistrian government has avoided privileging a single ethnic
group, instead promoting policies that incorporate Moldovan, Russian, and
Ukrainian identities. This strategy contrasts with other post-Soviet de facto states
that often adopt exclusionary or ethnic-centric policies*. The same authors in other
publications highlighted that such “inclusivity” is achieved through education,
language, and symbolic policies that ensure representation and recognition for all
major ethnic groups®. This deliberate management of diversity not only reduces
potential ethnic tensions but also enhances the region's claim to legitimacy by
presenting it as a stable, multiethnic entity. This theoretical framework provides a

1 P. Kolstg, Op. cit., p. 731.

2 N. Putina, Op. cit., p. 140.

3 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, The Phenomenon of Transnistria as a Model of Post-Soviet
Diversity Policy, p. 4.

4 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Transnistrian Nation-Building: A Case of Effective Diversity
Policies?, pp. 983-999.

5 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, The Phenomenon of Transnistria as a Model of Post-Soviet
Diversity Policy, p. 5.
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foundation for analyzing the construction of identity in Transnistria. By integrating
perspectives on nation-building, diversity management, and comparative insights,
it situates the region within broader debates on the dynamics of contested
statehood and separatism. The referenced works highlight the strategic
mechanisms employed by de facto states to navigate their precarious positions on
the global stage.

Methodology

The methodology of this article takes a qualitative and interdisciplinary
approach, bringing together insights from political science, sociology, and history
to explore how Transnistrian identity has been constructed. While it draws on the
methods and perspectives of other scholars, the focus remains solely on
Transnistria, without comparing it directly to other de facto states. The article
traces the development of identity-building in Transnistria, emphasizing key
historical events like the dissolution of the Soviet Union and the 1992 conflict.
Using secondary sources such as academic works and historical records, it
examines how Soviet legacies have been leveraged to support Transnistrian
governance, documentary research shedding light on governance strategies and
symbolic policies, revealing how institutional frameworks are used to promote
narratives of inclusivity and multi-ethnic coexistence. Critical discourse analysis
plays a significant role in uncovering how Transnistrian identity is crafted and
communicated. The research pays particular attention to how inclusivity and
multilingualism are presented as central to the region’s identity while contrasting
these narratives with how they are actually implemented in practice.

Instead of comparing Transnistria with other de facto states, the article
evaluates the methods and perspectives of scholars who have studied Transnistrian
identity-building. These analyses include discussions on symbolic governance,
socio-psychological strategies, and the use of historical narratives, allowing for a
critical look at how different methodologies have shaped the understanding of
identity formation in Transnistria. Theoretical concepts, such as “imagined
communities” and “symbolic inclusion,” are used to analyze the relationship
between governance strategies and identity narratives. The study focuses
exclusively on Transnistria as a single case, providing a detailed and nuanced
exploration of its identity construction without broadening the scope to include
other contested or de facto states, this singular focus ensuring a deeper dive into
the unique dynamics at play in Transnistria.

Historical context

The roots of the Transnistrian conflict lie in the dissolution of the Soviet
Union and the rise of nationalist sentiments in Moldova during the late 1980s. The
adoption of Moldovan as the state language in 1989 and subsequent moves to align
Moldova with Romania sparked fears among the predominantly Slavic population

11
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of Transnistria, who were culturally and linguistically distinct from the Moldovan
majority". This fear culminated in Transnistria declaring independence in 1990,
forming the PMR, though it was not internationally recognized.

The situation escalated into armed conflict in 1992 when Moldovan forces
attempted to reclaim control over the region. Supported militarily by the Russian
14th Army, Transnistrian forces repelled Moldovan attempts, leading to a ceasefire
agreement brokered by Russia. The agreement established a de facto independent
status for Transnistria, although it remained legally part of the Republic of
Moldova?. This frozen conflict created the conditions for Transnistria’s state-like
structures, which have since evolved independently, despite lacking international
recognition. The 1992 war solidified Transnistrian identity, as collective memories
of the conflict became central to its self-perception as a “protector” of regional
stability and multiculturalism®.

The Soviet Union left a profound legacy on the identity and governance
Structures of Transnistria. Researcher A. Voronovici explained that the region’s
distinct identity was shaped by its historical role as a hub of Soviet
industrialization and its demographic composition, which included significant
Russian and Ukrainian populations.* This diversity, coupled with Soviet policies
promoting multi-ethnicity and centralized governance, provided a foundation for
Transnistria’s later claims to autonomy.

Soviet governance also entrenched institutional frameworks that persist in
Transnistria, such as centralized economic control, strong security apparatuses, and
symbolic use of Soviet-era narratives. These narratives emphasize Transnistria’s
historical loyalty to Soviet ideals and its role as a bastion of Russian-speaking
culture®. This Soviet heritage is not only a source of internal legitimacy but also a
strategic tool in Transnistria’s alignment with Russia, reinforcing its geopolitical
significance. The Soviet legacy extends to the socio-political fabric of the region,
where Soviet nostalgia is actively cultivated through public holidays, monuments,
and education systems. This helps maintain a distinct identity that differentiates
Transnistria from Moldova while aligning it with Russia's broader post-Soviet
influence®.

This historical context frames Transnistria’s identity as a product of both
conflict-driven secession and the enduring legacy of Soviet governance. By

1 'N. Cojocaru, Nationalism and Identity in Transnistria, “Innovation: The European
Journal of Social Science Research ”, Vol. 19, No. 3-4, 2006, p. 262.

2 H. Blakkisrud, P. Kolstg, Op. cit., p. 184

% N. Cojocaru, Op. cit., p. 265.

4 A. Voronovici, Internationalist Separatism and the Political Use of “Historical
Statehood” in the Unrecognized Republics of Transnistria and Donbass, ”Problems of
Post-Communism”, Vol. 67, No. 3, 2020, pp. 288-302.

5 Ibidem.

® Ibidem.
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examining the 1992 conflict and its outcomes alongside the region’s Soviet
heritage, the analysis highlights the interplay of historical events and institutional
continuity in shaping Transnistria’s current status and identity. As N. Cojocaru
observed, Soviet-era policies of de-nationalization and Russification played a
critical role in shaping the identity divergence between Bessarabian Moldovans
and Transnistrian residents, laying the groundwork for the later construction of a
distinct “Transnistrian people”?.

The concept “Transnistrian people” M. Dembinska elucidated as a recently
invented construct, strategically developed to legitimize the region's de facto
statehood. Despite its lack of international recognition, the nation-building
mechanisms employed in Transnistria bear striking similarities to those observed
in other post-Soviet states discussed on many academic platforms? These
processes, including the use of symbolic narratives, institutional frameworks, and
identity consolidation strategies, reflect a broader pattern of nation-building efforts
aimed at fostering internal cohesion and asserting political legitimacy, regardless
of external acknowledgment.

Transnistrian identity is largely constructed through symbolic nation-
building strategies that draw heavily on historical narratives and cultural traditions.
According to N. Putina, the region frames itself as the “protector” of Soviet values
and Russian-speaking populations, positioning its identity against what it portrays
as Moldovan nationalism and Western influence.® The use of historical narratives,
such as the commemoration of the 1992 conflict, plays a critical role in cultivating
a sense of resilience and legitimacy. These narratives portray Transnistria as a
victim of Moldovan aggression and a defender of multiculturalism, aligning it with
broader post-Soviet discourses of Russian cultural and political protectionism.

M. Dembinska and F. Mérand emphasized the role of propaganda in
sustaining this identity. State-controlled media and public discourse frequently
highlight the sacrifices made during the 1992 conflict, framing them as
foundational moments for Transnistrian statehood.* Certain cultural traditions,
such as Soviet-era holidays, monuments, and ceremonies, are preserved and
amplified to reinforce collective memory and allegiance to the region's
governance. These symbolic elements not only differentiate Transnistria from
Moldova but also provide a sense of continuity and purpose, very important for a
population living in an unrecognized state.

1 N. Cojocaru, Op. cit., p. 269.

2 M. Dembinska, Legitimizing the Separatist Cause: Nation-Building in the Eurasian De-
Facto States, “Nationalities Papers”, 51(1), 2023, pp. 83-84.

3 N. Putina, Loc.cit.

* M. Dembinska, F. Mérand, Op. cit., p. 11.
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Education and socio-psychological factors

Education is a central component of Transnistria’s identity construction,
particularly its multi-lingual policies that institutionalize Moldovan, Russian, and
Ukrainian as official languages. A. Osipov and H. Vasilevich highlighted that the
region’s education system actively integrates all three languages in schools,
ensuring the representation of its diverse ethnic groups.' This policy serves both
pragmatic and symbolic purposes: it fosters a sense of inclusivity while reinforcing
Transnistria’s narrative of being “a multi-ethnic and harmonious society”.
Furthermore, educational content is curated to reflect Transnistrian identity. The
textbooks emphasize the region’s distinctiveness, its Soviet heritage, and the
legitimacy of its secessionist stance. These narratives are aimed at cultivating
loyalty to the de facto state while countering Moldovan and Western narratives?,
By embedding these messages into the education system, Transnistria not only
secures intergenerational continuity of its identity but also aligns its citizens with
its political objectives.

Researcher I. Marandici discussed how Transnistrian education aligns with
Russian curricula, and serves as a conduit for propagating Russian narratives, both
linguistically and ideologically, thereby shaping the worldview of its students,
highlighting the role of the educational system in promoting Russian linguistic and
cultural dominance while marginalizing Moldovan and Ukrainian influences®. The
author considered that education emerges as a significant mechanism through
which Transnistria aligns its identity with the broader Russkii Mir framework,
underscoring the region's reliance on Russian cultural and geopolitical influence.
Education is not merely a tool for knowledge dissemination, but a cornerstone of
Transnistria’s political and cultural strategy. There are enough examples of how
contested regions utilize institutional mechanisms to sustain through “education”
frame the identity and geopolitical alignment in the absence of international
recognition.

H. Blakkisrud and P. Kolsta explored the use of education to build a distinct
“Transnistrian identity”, emphasizing multilingualism in primary schools,
requiring students to learn a second state language, exemplifies the region's effort
to institutionalize ethnic diversity while reinforcing state-building narratives. The
researchers emphasized the significant pride that Transnistrian authorities take in
their educational system, exemplified by the transformation of the old pedagogical
institute in Tiraspol into a “state university.” Despite this symbolic advancement,
the region remains heavily dependent on Russia for the development of textbooks

L A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, The Phenomenon of Transnistria as a Model of Post-Soviet
Diversity Policy, p. 6.

2 Ibidem, p. 7.

3 1. Marandici, Multiethnic Parastates and Nation-Building: The Case of the Transnistrian
Imagined Community, “Nationalities Papers”, Vol. 48, No. 1, 2020, p. 13.
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and the provision of most higher education programs®. This reliance underscores
the intertwined nature of Transnistria’s educational policies with Russian cultural
and academic frameworks, reflecting both the region’s geopolitical orientation and
its structural limitations in fostering independent educational infrastructure.

These studies collectively underscored education's dual role in Transnistria:
as a mechanism for fostering internal stability and as a tool for crafting a distinct,
multi-ethnic identity that differentiates it from the Republic of Moldova and aligns
it with Russian geopolitical interests. Many scholars demonstrated how
Transnistria constructs its identity through a combination of symbolic nation-
building, inclusive educational policies, and socio-psychological strategies.

The role of socio-psychological factors in the construction of Transnistrian
identity has been critically explored in various studies, offering contrasting
perspectives on how collective memory, cultural narratives, and psychological
frameworks shape the region’s contested identity. However, these studies differ in
their emphasis and scope, presenting opportunities for academic debate. N.
Cojocaru’s work provided an examination of socio-psychological factors, utilizing
social identity theory to investigate how collective memory and categorization
contribute to Transnistria’s identity formation. The author argued that
categorization and stereotypes exacerbate inter-group tensions, positioning
Transnistria’s identity in opposition to perceived external threats, particularly
Moldovan ethnonationalism. Furthermore, N. Cojocaru highlighted how the
regime employs psychological and cultural narratives to instill loyalty and
construct a distinct Transnistrian identity?.

The “imagined communities” and “symbolic governance” had been
elucidated by M. Dembinska and J. Danero Iglesias, who delved into the
legitimacy of identity in the absence of international recognition, emphasizing the
role of symbolic narratives and socio-psychological strategies in fostering a
cohesive Transnistrian identity®>. By employing the concept of “imagined
communities”, they illustrated how symbolic governance consolidates internal
legitimacy and strengthens a shared sense of belonging among citizens.

The works of N. Cojocaru, M. Dembinska, and J. Danero Iglesias
collectively illuminate the critical role of socio-psychological factors in
Transnistrian  identity  construction. However, their approaches reveal
methodological and analytical divergences. N. Cojocaru provided a foundational
understanding of regime-led identity formation, while M. Dembinska and J.

L H. Blakkisrud, P. Kolstg, Op. cit., p. 192.

2 N. Cojocaru, Loc. cit.

¥ M. Dembinska, J. Danero Iglesias, The Making of an Empty Moldovan Category Within a
Multiethnic Transnistrian Nation, “East European Politics & Societies”, Vol. 27, No. 3,
2013, pp. 413-428.
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Danero lIglesias emphasized the symbolic strategies underpinning imagined
communities.

These differing emphases highlighted the complexity of studying identity in
contested regions, where symbolic narratives, collective memory, and individual
agency intersect. While Transnistrian authorities have invested significant effort
into constructing a distinct identity through symbolic governance, multilingual
policies, education, and historical narratives, the notion of a cohesive
“Transnistrian identity” remains fundamentally contested. The evidence suggests
that what exists is less a unified identity and more a politically engineered
framework designed to legitimize the region's de facto status. To critically
challenge and deconstruct this framework, an interdisciplinary approach is
essential. By integrating socio-psychological analyses, historical perspectives, and
ethnographic insights, researchers can comprehensively evaluate the layers of
narratives and lived experiences that shape identity in Transnistria. This approach
would allow for a robust contestation of the claim to a genuine Transnistrian
identity, supported by exhaustive and multifaceted arguments that reflect both the
macro-level strategies of governance and the micro-level realities of its citizens.

Transnistria's inclusive governance, dual alignment, and the challenges of
non-recognition

Transnistria's political stability is deeply intertwined with its strategic use of
diversity policies, which foster an inclusive governance framework. Unlike many
post-Soviet de facto states that prioritize the dominance of a titular ethnic group,
Transnistria actively promotes the “equal” representation of its three primary
ethnic communities: Moldovan, Russian, and Ukrainian. Some researchers argued
that this inclusive approach is a deliberate policy choice aimed at mitigating
potential ethnic tensions and creating a cohesive identity that transcends ethnic
divisions®.

One of the key elements of this strategy is its multilingual policy, which
recognizes Russian, Ukrainian, and Moldovan (written in Cyrillic script) as official
languages. This ensures “representation and inclusion” for all major ethnic groups
in administrative, educational, and cultural spheres®. By institutionalizing
“diversity”, the Transnistrian leadership fostered a sense of belonging among its
citizens, which is critical for internal stability, given its precarious geopolitical
position and lack of international recognition; moreover, these policies extended to
symbolic governance. For instance, public commemorations and historical
narratives celebrated the “multicultural” and Soviet-era heritage of Transnistria,
positioning it as a “protector” of ethnic coexistence. This situation contrasts with
the Republic of Moldova's more ethnonationalist policies, further distinguishing

L A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Op. cit., p. 5
2 Ibidem, p. 6.
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Transnistria as a “bastion of multi-ethnic harmony”*. This approach not only
enhances domestic stability but also serves as a rhetorical tool to legitimize its de
facto statehood on the international stage.

Transnistria's political and economic strategies reflect a pragmatic “dual
alignment” approach that balances dependence on Russian support with growing
economic ties to Europe. M. Dembinska and F.Mérand described this strategy as
“multiple asymmetric dependence”, whereby Transnistria secures vital subsidies
and security guarantees from Russia while simultaneously pursuing trade
relationships with European markets?. Russia remains Transnistria’s primary
patron, providing direct financial aid, military backing, and political support. This
relationship enables Transnistria to maintain its autonomy from the Republic of
Moldova and assert its de facto independence. However, this reliance on Russia is
complemented by significant economic engagement with Europe, where over 60%
of Transnistria's exports are directed®. This integration is facilitated by the 2014
EU Association Agreement with the Republic of Moldova, which included the
Transnistrian region under its trade-related provisions.

The “dual alignment strategy” is not merely an economic necessity, but also
a calculated political move. By aligning with Europe in trade, Transnistria ensured
economic viability while reducing the risk of total dependency on Russia, which
could undermine its autonomy. Furthermore, this approach allowed Transnistria to
present itself as a pragmatic and flexible actor in regional geopolitics, enhancing
its resilience against external pressures®. This balancing act is sustained by a
network of local elites who navigate both Russian and European spheres of
influence. These “international brokers” leverage their political and economic
connections to consolidate their power within Transnistria, ensuring the region's
dual alignment strategy remains viable despite fluctuating geopolitical tensions®.
This analysis underscored how Transnistria employs inclusive diversity policies
and a dual alignment strategy to navigate its political and socio-economic
challenges. Together, these strategies enhance the region’s internal stability and
external adaptability, illustrating the interplay between domestic governance and
international dynamics in contested statehood.

While Transnistria has maintained relative political and ethnic stability,
challenges remain. Certain authors argued that the region’s stability hinges on the
continued effectiveness of its diversity policies and the cohesion of its political
elite®. Despite its tri-ethnic governance framework, the potential for ethnic tensions

! lbidem, p. 7.

2 M. Dembinska, F. Mérand, Loc. cit.
% Ibidem.

* Ibidem.

® Ibidem, p. 15.

& A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Loc. cit.
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persists, particularly as economic hardships exacerbate grievances among
marginalized groups. This is compounded by the uneven distribution of resources
and the dominant influence of certain elites, which could lead to dissatisfaction
among other ethnic communities. Externally, the region’s precarious status leaves
it vulnerable to geopolitical shifts. Russia’s support has been a critical factor in
sustaining Transnistria, but reliance on a single patron state exposes the region to
risks if Russia’s priorities or capabilities change. The possibility of increased
pressure from the Republic of Moldova or the European Union to reintegrate
Transnistria poses an additional challenge, particularly as the region’s population
continues to identify more strongly with its distinct identity and governance
structures’. This tension underscores the fragility of Transnistria’s stability in the
face of both internal dissent and external geopolitical pressures.

The lack of international recognition is both a defining feature and a
significant obstacle for Transnistria. As N. Putina noted, the non-recognition limits
the region’s ability to participate in global political and economic systems,
reinforcing its dependence on Russia for economic and political support. This
dependency undermines Transnistria’s claims to sovereignty, as its de facto
independence is contingent on external backing rather than self-sustaining
governance. Non-recognition also shapes the region’s identity construction. The
absence of international legitimacy forces Transnistria to focus on internal
legitimacy through symbolic nation-building and diversity policies. However, this
inward focus can create a disconnect from broader international norms, limiting
opportunities for economic growth and political engagement. N. Putina argued that
this isolation exacerbates the region’s reliance on nostalgic narratives and
authtz)ritarian governance structures, which may not be sustainable in the long
term”.

The prospect of recognition remained unlikely, given the international
community’s adherence to Moldova’s territorial integrity. Without recognition,
Transnistria’s governance will continue to be shaped by the need to balance
internal cohesion with external dependency, a precarious position that complicates
both its political future and its ability to engage with the global community. This
analysis highlighted the dual challenges facing Transnistria: sustaining internal
stability amid economic and ethnic pressures, and navigating the limitations
imposed by non-recognition. While its policies and identity-building strategies
have allowed it to maintain relative cohesion thus far, the interplay of internal
vulnerabilities and external isolation poses significant risks to its long-term
viability. These challenges underscore the complexities of governance and identity
in contested territories.

L Ibidem.
2 N. Putina, Loc. cit.
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Critical review of certain academic sources on Transnistrian identity building

Transnistria, an unrecognized de facto state, presents a compelling case for
examining identity formation in contested territories. Scholars have focused on its
blend of historical legacies, multiethnic policies, and geopolitical alignments to
analyze its strategies for sustaining legitimacy. This analysis synthesized academic
perspectives on historical narratives, governance frameworks, socio-political
dynamics, and critical gaps in the current literature.

Some researchers, who approached the historical narratives and “usable
pasts” examined the role of historical reinterpretation in legitimizing Transnistria's
claims to sovereignty, emphasizing how historical narratives are strategically
mobilized to construct national identities’, while A. Voronovici explores the
instrumentalization of “historical statehood” to justify territorial claims, drawing
parallels with other separatist movements?,

A. Miarka emphasized the role of Transnistria as a geopolitical instrument
for Russian influence, highlighting how historical narratives are carefully curated
to serve strategic objectives®. While Miarka frames this process as top-down
manipulation, critics might argue that such an approach overlooks the localized
reinterpretations of these narratives by Transnistrian communities, who actively
engage with and adapt these stories to fit their lived experiences. This interplay
between strategic manipulation and local reinterpretation provides a broader
context for N. Putina's analysis, which examines the blending of Moldovan and
Soviet identities into a unique narrative®. By situating her perspective within the
framework of geopolitical influences highlighted by A. Miarka, N. Putina explored
how these layered narratives shape identity in Transnistria, yet her analysis risks
overgeneralizing the homogeneity of identity within the region. The omission of
grassroots contributions to these narratives weakens both A. Miarka’s and
N.Putina’s claims, as they focus primarily on elite-driven processes.

Concerning the multiethnic policies and civic identity, A. Osipov and H.
Vasilevich discussed how Transnistrian authorities used policies of multiethnic
inclusion to foster social cohesion and stability, highlighting the role of banal
nationalism in maintaining unity among diverse populations®. Similarly, I.
Marandici conceptualized Transnistria’s profile as an “imagined community”
where multiethnicity is leveraged to strengthen civic identity®.

1 V. Potapkina, Nation Building in Contested States: Comparative Insights from Kosovo,
Transnistria, and Northern Cyprus, Ibidem Press, Stuttgart, 2020.

2A\. Voronovich, Loc. cit.

3 A. Miarka, Para-States as an Instrument for Strengthening Russia’s Position-the Case of
Transnistria, “Journal of Strategic Security”, Vol. 13, No. 2, 2020, pp. 1-18.

# N. Putina, Loc. cit.

5 A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Transnistrian Nation-Building: A Case of Effective Diversity
Policies?.

6. Marandici, Loc. cit.
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Referring to legal and geopolitical dimensions, R. Ganohariti introduced the
concept of legal “liminality”, highlighting the precarious legal status of
Transnistrians due to the lack of international recognition. This liminality
complicated socio-political  integration and reinforced the region’s
marginalization®. P. Kolstg et al. provided a broader historical context, analyzing
post-Soviet border dynamics that have fueled identity tensions between irredentism
and separatism?.

Another opinion on the distinct “Transnistrian people”, that emerged as a
cornerstone of identity formation within the PMR, was expressed by O. Ticu, who
affirmed that is not rooted in historical or ethnonational traditions, but is a strategic
socio-political construct, designed to legitimize the PMR's claims to statehood and
independence from the Republic of Moldova. In the vision of O. Ticu, this identity
is framed as supra-ethnic, encompassing Moldovans, Russians, and Ukrainians,
each representing approximately a third of the population, while centering Russian
cultural and linguistic dominance®. The PMR promotes a vision of unity among its
three largest ethnic groups and this narrative aims to transcend ethnic divisions and
present Transnistria as a cohesive and inclusive civic community*. However, this
composition is strategic, emphasizing harmony and stability while masking
underlying cultural and political hierarchies, particularly the dominance of Russian
cultural norms.

The identity of the distinct “Transnistrian people” is closely tied to its
alignment with Russia. This includes reliance on Moscow for economic, military,
and political support, reinforcing the region's separation from the Republic of
Moldova and integration into the Russian cultural sphere and Russian linguistic
dominance and Soviet-era symbols further cement this alignment, situating the
“Transnistrian people” within a broader narrative of post-Soviet resistance to
Western influence. As O. Ticu noted, the distinct “Transnistrian people” lacks
historical precedent; the concept is a product of Soviet nationality policies and the
PMR's post-Soviet nation-building efforts®. This artificiality raises questions about
the authenticity and sustainability of the identity. While the PMR claims
inclusivity, the prioritization of Russian language and culture undermines the
equality of Moldovan and Ukrainian contributions to this identity, this cultural
dominance challenging the notion of a multi-ethnic community. The identity of the

! R. Ganohariti, (Non)Recognition of Legal Identity in Aspirant States: Evidence from
Abkhazia, South Ossetia and Transnistria, “Citizenship Studies”, Vol. 27, No. 7, 2023, pp.
817-834.

2 P, Kolstg, A. Edemsky, N. Kalashnikova, The Dniester Conflict: Between Irredentism
and Separatism, “Europe-Asia Studies”, Vol. 45, No. 6, 1993, pp. 973-1000.

% 0. Ticu, Borders and Nation-Building in Post-soviet Space: A Glance from the Republic
of Moldova, in The EU's Eastern Neighbourhood, Routledge, 2016, pp. 56-57.

4 Ibidem, p. 57.

® Ibidem, p. 51.
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“Transnistrian people” is heavily reliant on external support, particularly from
Russia. This dependency undermines the self-determination and autonomy that the
PMR seeks to project® .

The notion of a distinct “Transnistrian people” serves as a political tool to
consolidate the PMR's legitimacy and independence. It represents an effort to
construct a cohesive civic identity in a geopolitically contested space. However, its
artificiality, cultural hierarchies, and reliance on external actors challenge its
authenticity and long-term viability. As Ticu’s analysis highlights, this identity
reflects the broader complexities of post-Soviet nation-building, where geopolitical
imperatives often overshadow organic cultural and historical connections.

The nation-building and governance strategies were approached by H.
Blakkisrud and P. Kolstg, highlighting Transnistria's reliance on institutional
frameworks to sustain its de facto statehood, contrasting with ethnonationalist
models?. This reliance on institutional frameworks reveals a calculated strategy by
Transnistrian authorities to mask the fragility of its de facto statehood under the
guise of inclusivity, while simultaneously leveraging symbolic policies to
consolidate power and suppress dissent, in stark contrast to the more overtly
exclusionary ethnonationalist models.

The concepts such as “dual alignments” and “economic pragmatism” were
elucidated by N. Cojocaru and M. Dembinska and F. Mérand, addressing the
region's dual alignment with Russia and Europe. N. Cojocaru emphasized Soviet
legacies in Transnistrian identity, while M. Dembinska and F.Mérand highlighted
the pragmatic economic strategies underpinning these alignments®. This “dual
alignment”, while portrayed as a pragmatic strategy, can also be interpreted as a
reflection of Transnistria's dependency-driven governance, where economic
concessions and geopolitical maneuvering serve to hide the inherent instability and
lack of genuine autonomy within its de facto statehood.

Methodological approaches to analyzing Transnistrian identity formation

The methodologies employed in the selected studies on Transnistrian
identity construction provide a diverse range of qualitative and quantitative
approaches, reflecting the complexity of researching contested statehood and
identity formation in unrecognized states. Below is an integrated analysis of the
table, including two additional sources not listed in the original table for a more
comprehensive discussion.

The historical and qualitative approaches are presented in the works of E.
Baidaus, N. Putina, and A.Voronovici, where the first two researchers examined
symbolic nation-building and the last one - the use of “internationalist separatism”

! lbidem, p. 61.
2 H. Blakkisrud, P. Kolstg, Loc. cit.
3 N. Cojocaru, Op. cit., pp. 261-272.; M. Dembinska, F. Mérand, Op. cit., pp. 15-30.
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as a framework for multiethnic identity formation in Transnistria. Similarly, H.
Blakkisrud and P. Kolstg adopted a historical lens, tracing the evolution of state-
and nation-building in Transnistria. Their study excels in detailing institutional
development but underexplores intergenerational identity shifts, a critical factor
given the region’s Soviet legacy and contemporary geopolitical pressures.

N. Cojocaru’s study provided valuable insights into youth identity through
interviews with university students in Tiraspol. By focusing on how collective
memory shapes perceptions among younger generations, N. Cojocaru reveals the
enduring impact of Soviet narratives. However, the limited sample size restricts the
generalizability of her findings, highlighting a need for broader demographic
coverage. M. Olijar’s framework for analyzing “supra-ethnic cleavages” offered an
innovative perspective by integrating ideological and geopolitical factors into
identity formation'. Although theoretically robust, her work lacks empirical
validation, leaving its applicability to Transnistria largely speculative.

A. Osipov and H. Vasilevich investigated diversity management and the
regime of ethnicity in Transnistria. Their methodological strength lies in dissecting
the implementation of policies aimed at managing ethnic diversity, emphasizing
the role of state-orchestrated symbolic policies in maintaining stability. M.
Dembinska took a macro-meso approach, linking Transnistria’s dual alignment
strategy with broader geopolitical dynamics and the role of international brokers.
While her focus on elite economic and political interests provides valuable
insights, it overlooks the agency of local actors, risking a reductionist
interpretation of identity formation. M. Dembinska and F. Mérand highlight the
role of dual alignment and international brokers in Transnistria. Their analysis
integrates macro and meso perspectives, underscoring the economic pragmatism of
Transnistria’s balancing act between Russia and Europe.

V. Potapkina utilized comparative approaches, juxtaposing Transnistria with
other contested territories such as Kosovo and Northern Cyprus® This
methodology enables the identification of broader patterns in identity formation
and governance across de facto states, allowing for theoretical generalizations.
However, the comparative lens tends to prioritize macro-level similarities, often
neglecting the localized dynamics that shape identity on the ground. This
limitation underscores the need for complementary methodologies that can capture
the nuances specific to Transnistria’s socio-political context.

1 M. Olijar, M. Jackson, Ethnic or Supra-Ethnic Cleavages: Explaining Civil War Onset in
Transnistria, https://ucisportfolios.pitt.edu/marikaolijar/wp-
content/uploads/sites/529/2020/11/6-11-20_Transnistria-Supra-Ethnic-Cleavages-
Paper_Marika_Olijar-copy.pdf. (23.11.2024)

2 V. Potapkina, Loc.cit.; I. Marandici, Loc.cit.
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A. Voronovici and P. Kolstg employed qualitative analyses and archival
research to uncover historical and geopolitical influences on identity formation®.
These methods provide a rich historical perspective, illuminating the role of past
events and structures in shaping contemporary identity. Nonetheless, their reliance
on static historical narratives often fails to account for the fluid and evolving
nature of identity under modern socio-political pressures. The omission of
contemporary dynamics could limit the applicability of these insights to current
policy and governance challenges.

R. Ganohariti adopted a policy-oriented lens, focusing on citizenship
frameworks and legal structures to explore Transnistria’s governance and its socio-
political implications?. By bridging the disciplines of sociology and law, this
approach highlighted the structural vulnerabilities arising from Transnistria's
unrecognized legal status. While effective in diagnosing systemic challenges, this
methodology often underrepresents cultural and grassroots dimensions, which are
integral to understanding the lived experiences of Transnistrian populations.

These methodological perspectives collectively contribute to a multifaceted
understanding of identity formation in contested spaces, yet they also reveal
critical gaps. Addressing these limitations through interdisciplinary approaches,
such as integrating ethnographic studies with legal and historical analyses, could
provide a more comprehensive framework for future research.

Points of divergence in analyzing Transnistrian identity

The academic discourse on Transnistrian identity formation reveals key
divergences in methodological and thematic approaches, highlighting both the
richness and limitations of existing research. Two primary areas of divergence -
macro vs. micro-level analyses and legal vs. cultural constructs - underscore the
multifaceted nature of identity construction in contested spaces.

Certain  researchers adopted macro-historical approaches, framing
Transnistria within broader geopolitical and historical narratives®, their focus on
regional and global patterns enabling them to situate Transnistria as part of a larger
constellation of contested territories, such as Kosovo and Northern Cyprus. This
perspective provides theoretical breadth, emphasizing shared characteristics across
de facto states. However, this focus on overarching trends risks overshadowing the
unique local dynamics that distinguish Transnistria’s governance and identity
formation. In contrast, other scholars delved into micro-level analyses,
emphasizing the localized dynamics of policy implementation and social cohesion

L A. Voronovich Loc. cit.; P. Kolstg, The Sustainability and Future of Unrecognized Quasi-
States; P. Kolstg, A. Edemsky, N. Kalashnikova, Loc. cit.

2 R. Ganohariti. Loc. cit.

3 V. Potapkina, Loc. cit.; A. Voronovich Loc. cit.
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within Transnistria’. Their works highlighted how governance strategies and
multiethnic inclusion shape identity on the ground, offering granular insights into
the region’s internal mechanisms. In his paper, I. Marandici emphasized elite-
driven narratives and their alignment with Russian geopolitical interests, focusing
on how the Russkii Mir framework influenced identity construction in Transnistria.
The author criticized the “supraethnic” identity as a top-down imposition, heavily
reliant on Russian cultural and linguistic dominance. |. Marandici integrated
demographic and media analyses to reveal a gradual assimilation of Moldovans
and Ukrainians into a Russian-dominated identity framework, highlighting the
erosion of Moldovan cultural markers, and showing how education policies serve
to homogenize the population under Russian influence?.

St. Troebst highlighted how the Transnistrian regime has systematically used
history to underpin identity construction. This historical focus often overshadowed
the nuanced roles that language and culture play in shaping identity®. For instance,
St. Troebst noted the curated master narrative that emphasizes Soviet legacy and
multi-ethnic harmony but underexplores the cultural practices and linguistic
policies that sustain this identity daily. M.L. Schrad’s perspective elucidated the
tension between imposed linguistic policies and grassroots cultural identities. In
his analysis of Moldovan and Soviet history, M.L. Schrad examined how language
was used as a tool of differentiation, aiming to cement political allegiances while
simultaneously alienating parts of the population®. This linguistic dichotomy
contributed to the complex identity negotiations seen in Transnistria. On the one
hand, St. Troebst’s work presented identity as a relatively static construct, shaped
by the deliberate crafting of historical narratives to maintain the status quo of
Transnistria’s socio-political framework. This approach may neglect the evolving
nature of identity in response to contemporary geopolitical and socio-economic
changes. M.L. Schrad, on the other hand, focuses on the transformative aspects of
identity formation, examining how language and culture dynamically adapt to
shifting political pressures and border changes. His work underscores the temporal
and malleable nature of identity, which St. Troebst's analysis may underplay.

St. Troebst adopts a macro-historical perspective, focusing on the PMR’s
systemic identity-building efforts®. This contrasts with micro-level studies, such as
A. Humphrey and H. Forbes-Mewett’s socio-psychological exploration of youth

L A. Osipov, H. Vasilevich, Loc. cit.

2], Marandici, Loc. cit.

3 S. Troebst, Loc. cit.

4 M.L. Schrad, Rag Doll Nations and the Politics of Differentiation on Arbitrary Borders:
Karelia and Moldova, Nationalities Papers”, Vol. 32, No. 2, 2004, pp. 457-496.

5 S. Troebst, “We Are Transnistrians!”: Post-Soviet ldentity Management in the Dniester
Valley, “Ab Imperio”, Vol. 1, 2003, pp. 437-466.
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identity in Transnistria'. The macro approach offered valuable structural insights,
but tended to marginalize the lived experiences of ordinary Transnistrians and by
integrating micro-level perspectives could bridge this gap, providing a more
holistic understanding of identity dynamics.

Transnistrian identity formation is a hybrid phenomenon shaped by historical
revisionism, legal fragility, and socio-political engineering. While certain scholars
highlighted the importance of historical narratives?, their works often privilege
elite-driven perspectives at the expense of grassroots agency. Concerning the legal
aspects, R. Ganohariti’s analysis of liminality adds a critical dimension but fails to
incorporate socio-cultural dynamics®. Conversely, critics like J. O’Loughlin and V.
Kolosov’s study provide a compelling exploration of identity construction in post-
Soviet de facto states, focusing on the use of political and cultural icons as
instruments of nation-building. The research investigates how these entities,
lacking international recognition, rely on historical figures and narratives to forge a
cohesive national identity. Concerning Transnistria, is notably sparse in its
identification of iconic figures, reflecting the region’s complex socio-political
fabric and its struggle to consolidate a coherent national identity. The absence of
widely recognized local icons may indicate an over-reliance on external (Russian)
symbols, which could weaken internal cohesion®. A balanced approach must
reconcile these polarized perspectives, acknowledging both the oppressive
elements of Transnistrian governance and its role in fostering “multiethnic”
coexistence.

The tension between these approaches illustrates a critical methodological
divide: while macro-level analyses excel in providing context and comparative
insights, micro-level studies capture the nuanced realities of identity construction.
A balanced integration of these scales of analysis is essential to fully understand
both the broader implications of Transnistrian identity and the specificities of its
governance strategies. By linking theoretical breadth with empirical specificity,
future research can address the limitations of each approach, creating a more
holistic framework for analyzing identity in contested spaces like Transnistria.

1 A. Humphrey, H. Forbes-Mewett, The National Identity, Security, Future Hope and
Wellbeing of Young People Living in the Unrecognised State of Transnistria,
“Ethnopolitics”, 18 Jun 2024.

2 V. Potapkina, Loc. cit.; A. Voronovich Loc. cit.

% R. Ganohariti, Loc. cit.

#J. O’Loughlin, V. Kolosov, Building Identities in Post-soviet “De Facto States”: Cultural
and Political Icons in Nagorno-Karabakh, South Ossetia, Transdniestria, and Abkhazia, in
Political Geographies of the Post-Soviet Union, Routledge, 2020, pp. 127-151.
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Conclusions

Transnistria exemplifies the complexities of identity formation in contested
territories. While existing scholarship provides valuable insights, critical gaps,
particularly in grassroots narratives, digital influences, and intersectionality, limit
its scope. Future research must adopt interdisciplinary methods, incorporating
ethnographic studies, digital analyses, and intersectional frameworks to offer a
more nuanced understanding of identity formation in de facto states.

Transnistria presents a distinctive case of identity-building in a contested
territory, shaped by its geopolitical context, multi-ethnic composition, and
historical legacy. Unlike many de facto states that prioritize ethnonationalist
narratives, Transnistrian leaders declare that employ a multi-ethnic and inclusive
approach to governance and identity construction. However, the region's policies
do not integrate Moldovan, Russian, and Ukrainian identities, this “inclusivity”
being institutionalized through pretended multilingual education, cultural
representation, and symbolic nation-building efforts, which collectively try to
differentiate Transnistria from its Moldovan counterpart and “strengthen” its
internal cohesion.

The use of symbolic narratives is central to Transnistria’s strategy. Historical
narratives glorifying the region's Soviet legacy and the 1992 conflict are leveraged
to legitimize its de facto independence and align its identity with Russian
influence, these narratives being reinforced through propaganda, public
commemorations, and cultural traditions, fostering a resilient identity that serves
both domestic and geopolitical purposes. Despite its lack of international
recognition, Transnistria’s identity-building efforts have enabled it to maintain
relative political and ethnic stability, even in a challenging international context.

Transnistria cannot serve as a model for managing identity in contested or
multi-ethnic regions. Its so-called inclusive governance is largely performative,
designed to project an image of ethnic harmony while masking deep-seated
inequalities and the dominance of a single cultural and political narrative. The
empbhasis on fostering a shared civic identity in Transnistria is undermined by the
marginalization of certain ethnic groups and the prioritization of Russian cultural
hegemony. Rather than reducing intergroup tensions, this approach risks
entrenching divisions and perpetuating a fragile status quo that relies on external
patronage and authoritarian control. Consequently, Transnistria's experience offers
limited, if any, constructive insights for sustainable peacebuilding or identity
management in other contested territories.

Symbolic nation-building in Transnistria reveals how narratives and cultural
symbols are strategically deployed to consolidate identity and legitimacy.
However, this approach reflects the separatist leadership's prioritization of self-
serving political agendas over genuine inclusivity or long-term development. By
relying heavily on selective historical and cultural narratives, the leadership fosters
isolation from international norms and reinforces a parochial worldview that
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undermines prospects for political and economic integration. This strategy not only
deepens the region's dependence on external patronage, but also exacerbates
internal divisions, raising critical concerns about its sustainability and the broader
implications for regional stability.

The methodological diversity in these studies enriches our understanding of
Transnistrian identity but also reveals critical gaps. Addressing these
inconsistencies through mixed methods, broader sampling, and greater attention to
grassroots dynamics will be essential for advancing scholarship on contested
statehood and identity formation in unrecognized regions. Integrating quantitative
rigor with qualitative depth could provide a more balanced and holistic
perspective.

The study of Transnistrian identity offers valuable insights into the broader
academic discourse on contested statehood, shedding light on the intricate balance
between internal legitimacy and external patronage that underpins the survival of
de facto states. However, this case also underscores the inherent vulnerabilities of
such entities, as their reliance on external support, particularly from regional
powers like Russia, often limits their autonomy and adaptability. Future research
should critically examine how these dynamics evolve in response to shifting
geopolitical realities, including the influence of the European Union and the
Republic of Moldova's reintegration efforts. The recent energy crisis of 2024-2025
further highlights the fragility of Transnistria’s economic and political model,
raising questions about its sustainability and the broader implications for regional
stability and security.
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Introducere

In mandatul siu, Avocatul Poporului din Republica Moldova asigura
respectarea drepturilor si libertatilor fundamentale ale omului de catre institutiile
publice, de catre autoritatile publice, de citre organizatii si intreprinderi, indiferent
de tipul de proprietate si forma juridica de organizare, de citre organizatiile
necomerciale si de cétre persoanele cu functii de raspundere de toate nivelurile.
Instrumentele acestuia, delegate de legislatia Republicii Moldova sunt in a
promova, contribui, preveni, monitoriza, colabora si emite recomandari sau avize
de perfectionare a normelor juridice, etc.

In activitatea sa, Avocatul Poporului, dar si Avocatului Poporului pentru
drepturile copilului sunt asistati de adjuncti, secretariatul administrativ si
reprezentantii Oficiului Avocatului Poporului, inclusiv reprezentantele teritoriale
(Balti, Cahul, Comrat si Varnita (pentru regiunea transnistreand)). Atributiile
Ombudsmanilor se extind pe intreg teritoriul Republicii Moldova, fira exceptii®.

In Moldova nu existd institutii specializate de protectie a grupurilor
anumite de persoane, cum ar fi Ombudsmanul militar, Ombudsmanul pentru
bussines, etc. Singura institutie de protectie a drepturilor copilului este Avocatul
poporului pentru drepturile copilului, incadratd in Oficiul Avocatului Poporului.
Separat, de institutia nationald de protectie a drepturilor omului functioneaza
Consiliul pentru Egalitate, in calitate de autoritate bugetara autonoma instituita in
scopul prevenirii si combaterii discrimindrii si asiguririi egalititii’>. Din aceasti
perspectiva, Avocatul Poporului are un mandat larg si ar trebui sa cuprinda toate

! Legea nr.52/2014 cu privire la Avocatul Poporului (Ombudsmanul) din Republica
Moldova, https://www:.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=141519&lang=ro

2 Legea nr.121/2012 cu privire la asigurarea egalitdtii,
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=144449&lang=ro#
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aspectele ce tin de situatia privind drepturile omului, inclusiv noile tendinte la
acest capitol.

drepturilor omului, in 2012 a fost deschisd Reprezentanta Oficiului Avocatului
Poporului in satul Varnita, r-I Anenii Noi. Anual, Reprezentanta Varnita asigura
audienta a peste 160 persoane, preponderent domiciliate in stanga Nistrului,
reprezintd platforma de intruniri dintre reprezentantii societatii civile de pe ambele
maluri de Nistru si de interactionare cu autoritatile publice centrale, locale, dar si a
membrilor comunitatii internationale. De asemenea, functionarii Reprezentantii
Varnita efectueaza vizite periodice in teritoriu si in localitatile limitrofe. Printre
problemele invocate de solicitanti au fost: documentarea cu acte nationale, in
special a minorilor, ingerinte in libera circulatie si proprietatea privata, incélcarea
dreptului la munca, protectie sociald si ocrotirea sanatatii. Alte adresari au fost pe
domeniile ce tin de libertatea si siguranta persoanei, inrolarea fortatd in structurile
militare, interzicerea torturii, limitarea dreptului la libera exprimare, accesul la
aparare, justitie, informatie, educatie, petitionare si la protectia datelor cu caracter
personal. Pe aceastd cale, Avocatul poporului a sesizat permanent autoritatile cu
propuneri de remediere a situatiei (unele practici fiind ajustate in interesele
beneficiarilor) si protectie a victimelor incélcarilor de drepturile omului.

Alte aspecte de interventie enuntatd sunt rapoartele anuale ce contin
subcapitole despre situatia drepturilor omului din stinga Nistrului, constatarile,
observatiile si recomandirile Ombudsmanului in context®. Rapoartele anuale sunt
prezentate in Plenul Parlamentului. Reflectii despre incalcarile drepturilor omului
in regiunea necontrolatd au fost continuu promovate activ la nivel national si
platformele internationale.

Trebuie sd remarcdm cd Avocatul poporului nu evalueazd gradul de
respectare a entitatilor ilegale din regiunea transnistreana, or mandatul sdu se
referd exclusiv la asigurarea drepturilor omului de cétre autoritatile publice.
Avocatul poporului implica instrumentele sale in procesul de monitorizare a
situatiei privind respectarea drepturilor omului si libertatilor individuale in zona
respectiva, inclusiv si modul in care autorititile constitutionale asigurd drepturile
victimelor din acel spatiu necontrolat. Tn acest sens, Avocatul poporului contribuie
la dezvoltarea si consolidarea sectorului asociativ din regiune in vederea
promovarii drepturilor omului.

Aspecte metodologice

Lucrarea este fundamentatd pe metode stiintifice de cercetare precum:
metoda sistemica, metoda comparativd, metoda analiticd, procedeele deductiei si
inductiei ale metodei logice si alte metode care au adus un plus valoare analizei
efectuate. La fel au fost cercetate informatii din surse online oficiale disponibile,

! https://ombudsman.md/rapoarte/drepturile-omului/anuale/ (20.11.2024)
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supuse interpretarii logice si respectindu-se principiul obiectivitatii. Anumite
observatii si constatdri ale autorului principal rezidd din activitatea de peste un
deceniu in domeniul protectiei drepturilor omului in zona transnistreana de
conflict.

Ombudsmanul pentru zonele de conflict*

Acest concept generic de “Aparator al drepturilor omului in zonele
militare de conflict” este actual si necesar in contextul escaladarii continue a
actiunilor militare si statutelor de zone gri ale unui sir de regiuni din diverse tari.
Desi, unii practicieni sustin dezacordul cu institutionalizarea Ombudsmanilor
pentru diverse categorii de persoane, totusi un “monitor independent” care sa
monitorizeze i sd evalueze nivelul de respectare si asigurare a drepturilor
persoanelor aflate intr-o regiune de conflict inghetat rimane necesara. in unele
state europene, existd institutiile de tip Ombudsmanul militar, Ombudsmanul
pentru Informatii®, iar in altele, competente distincte sunt atribuite Adjunctilor
Avocatului Poporului®. Tn Ucraina, Comisarul pentru drepturile omului al Radei
Supreme a fost investit de legiuitorul ucrainean cu atributii de protectie a
prizonierilor de razboi (negocieri, reintoarcerea acestora de la inamic, asistentd
familiilor)*

In literatura de specialitate, incd nu regasim acest termen de ombudsman
cu atributii delegate pentru monitorizarea si evaluarea drepturilor omului intr-o0
regiune de conflict. Generic, insd, se prezuma cd mandatul respectiv apartine
Avocatului Poporului/ Comisarului pentru drepturile omului. Acesta ar trebui sa
supravegheze acest sector, din perspectiva functiilor sale de aparator al drepturilor
omului al tuturor/ fiecaruia. Or, Conventia europeana pentru drepturile omului in
articolul 1 releva ca Statele sunt obligate sd respecte drepturile omului oricarei
persoane aflate sub jurisdictia lor®. Asadar, daci Statele au obligatia de protectie a
tuturor celor ce se afld sub jurisdictia sa, se impune necesitatea unei institutii
independente de tip “ombudsman” care sa monitorizeze si sa evalueze la nivel
national nivelul de asigurare a drepturilor omului. Finalmente, Statele decid, in
dependenta de vointa politica si de prioritatile strategice. Este evident ca drepturile
omului nu au hotare, si este de interesul oricarui Stat ce pretinde a fi democratic sa

! in lucrarile de specialitate redactate in limba engleza: “Ombudsman for Conflict Zones”
2 https://www.zKi. It/struktura-ir-kontaktai/ (20.11.2024)

% https://avp.ro/index.php/prezentare/adjuncti/ (20.11.2024)

* 34KOH YKPAIHHU Ilpo Ynosnosasicenozo Bepxoenoi Paou Yxpainu 3 npaé moounu
(Bioomocmi Bepxosnoi Paou Yxpainu (BBP), 1998, Ne 20, c¢t.99) [LAW OF UKRAINE
About the Supreme Representative of Ukraine for the rights of people (Videomosti of the
Verkhovna Radio of Ukraine (VVR), 1998, No. 20, Art. 99)],
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/776/97-%D0%B2%D1%80#Text (20.11.2024)

% Conventia Europeand a Drepturilor Omului,
https://www.echr.coe.int/documents/d/echr/convention_ron (20.11.2024)
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aibd mecanisme independente si alternative de evaluare a situatiei. Un
Ombudsman/ adjunct al sau cu competente, recunoastere si parghii directe pe
domeniul observarii situatiei din zona/le de conflict ar putea contribui semnificativ
la procesul democratic si asigurarea statului de drept al tarii.

in Republica Moldova, Avocatul Poporului este o institutie cu jurisdictie
exclusiva, autonoma si independentd. Mandatul acesteia se rasfrange pe intreg
teritoriul tarii, fard exceptii. Probabil, institutia Ombudsmanului este prima
institutie din reteaua internationald a Ombudsmanilor care a instituit un mecanism
distinct de monitorizare a situatiei privind drepturile omului in zona de conflict.
Stricto senso, in 2012 institutia a deschis o reprezentantd specializatd in zona cu
regim sporit de conflict cu competentd de evaluare a situatiei privind drepturile
omului din regiunea transnistreand. Timp de peste un deceniu, reprezentanta a
remediat sute de cazuri de incdlcare a drepturilor omului; a sensibilizat activ
probleme stringente si sistemice de incédlcare a drepturilor persoanelor din regiune
la nivel national si international; a identificat si propus solutii de remediere a
situatiei; dialog cu societatea civila locald si rdmane mesagerul angajamentelor
asumate de Moldova fatd de locuitorii regiunii. Anual, Ombudsmanul raporteaza
Plenului Parlamentului situatia privind nivelul de respectare a drepturilor omului
din regiunea transnistreand, lansand si recomandari in acest sens®. Recent, dupa un
sir de eforturi, Oficiul a fost inclus ca observator in unele grupuri de lucru pentru
reglementarea transnistreana.

Totodata, trebuie sa mentionam ca activitatea Avocatului Poporului Tn
regiunea transnistreand este limitatd. Astfel, multiple initiative orientate spre
promovarea si asigurarea drepturilor omului in regiunea transnistreand sunt
imposibile din cauza situatiei politice, a unor factori subiectivi si obiectivi (ce nu
fac parte a acestei cercetari). La fel, Ombudsmanul nu beneficiazad de suport
bugetar specific pentru realizarea atributiilor sale in zona transnistreana sau de
sprijin politic in acest sens. Garantiile sale de inviolabilitate nu se rasfring in
regiunea necontrolata. Totusi, In pofida acestor provocari, Oficiul Ombudsmanului
a reusit sa asigure mandatul Avocatului Poporului in regiunea transnistreana.

Analizand practicile organizate si realizate de Avocatul Poporului in
regiunea transnistreana intelegem cd competentele sau instrumentele acestuia ar
putea fi extinse pe mai multe componente. Obiectivul final al acestor sugestii ar fi
indreptate spre o mai buna consolidare a eforturilor Avocatului Poporului. Initial,
institutia ar trebui fortificatd institutional, financiar si reprezentativ, avind in
vedere specificul zonal si sirul necontenit de probleme structurale, sistemice si
sistematice in regiunea de est. De altfel, consideram cd Avocatul Poporului din
Republica Moldova ar putea deveni un exemplu de bune practici pentru alte zone
de conflict, avand in vedere tentativele de solutionare a unor aspecte de drepturile
omului in conflictul transnistrean si experienta indelungata in acest proces.

! https://ombudsman.md/rapoarte/drepturile-omului/anuale/ (20.11.2024)
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Situatia drepturilor omului in regiunea transnistreana

In raportul siau anual din 2023, Avocatul Poporului a concluzionat ca
situatia din regiunea transnistreand s-a inrautitit'. Administratia de facto, continui
sd ignore angajamentele sale de protectie a drepturilor persoanelor prin sirul de
restrictii i ingerinte in viata privatd, libertatea individuald, de circulatie,
exprimare, media si politici penale represive, etc.

in iulie 2023, Oleg Horjan singurul opozant, a fost gisit de sotia sa, cu
semne de moarte violenta in propria casa, dupa o luna de la eliberarea sa dintr-o
inchisoare din Transnistria. Acesta fusese condamnat abuziv pentru o presupusa
fapta, dupa ce ar fi organizat proteste impotriva actualului lider transnistrean.
Cauza reald a decesului acestuia nu a fost identificata, iar tentativele autoritdtilor
nationale pentru o expertizi independenti au esuat?.

Alti activisti civici, precum Vadim Pogorletchi, Victor Plescanov, Andrei
Dudnic, etc au continuat si execute pedepse privative de libertate pentru ca
presupuse ofense fata de liderul transnistrean si a Federatiei Ruse. In 2024, Andrei
Dudnic si Victor Plescanov au fost eliberati din detentia ilegald, inclusiv dupa
implicarea plenard a autoritatilor, reprezentantei Oficiului Avocatului Poporului
din Varnita si altor actori internationali.

Reglementarea pedepselor penale pentru contactele cu autoritatile
constitutionale sau depunerea plangerilor, limitarile privind conditiile de iesire si
intrare 1n regiune pentru locuitori au inspirat frici si nesigurantd in randul
locuitorilor regiunii. Practic, a disparut activismul civic, mass-media alternativa,
reuniunile si Intrunirile publice, etc. Aceastd “indolentd” a locuitorilor, are loc
deoarece populatia locald continua sa fie supusa unei supravegheri si persecutii
dure. Iar, factorii decizionali riman in afara impunitatii. In continuare, lipseste o
monitorizare independentd asupra respectarii drepturilor omului si oferirea unui
mecanism de protectie pentru victimele din regiune.

Autoritatile constitutionale, au actionat ca de obicei sporadic, atunci cand a
existat nevoia de intervenii urgente. Tn plan strategic, Guvernul de la Chisinau,
incd nu are o strategie privind reglementarea transnistreand, mecanismul de
asigurare a drepturilor omului, etc. Desi, au existat unele apeluri din partea
administratiei de la Tiraspol, se pare ca Chisindul le-a ignorat. Anul 2023 a fost un
an complicat pentru Chisindu, avand in vedere afluxul de persoane refugiate din
Ucraina, legal, ilegal sau sositi prin regiunea transnistreand si alte probleme

! Raport anual privind respectarea drepturilor si libertdtilor omului in Republica Moldova
n anul 2023, https://ombudsman.md/post-document/raport-anual-privind-respectarea-
drepturilor-si-libertatilor-omului-in-republica-moldova-in-anul-2023, p. 56 (20.11.2024)

2 Denis Dermenji, Opozantul transnistrean Oleg Horjan a fost gdsit mort in locuinta sa,
https://moldova.europalibera.org/a/opozantul-transnistrean-oleg-horjan-a-fost-gasit-mort-
in-locuinta-sa/32506810.html (20.11.2024)
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complexe. Aceste tendinte de incertitudine, rezerve in comunicéri, dialog si
negocieri au scazut din randamentul actorilor implicati pe ambele parti, cét si o
neclaritate ce vizeaza asigurarea drepturilor omului in regiune.

Concluzii

Institutia “Ombudsmanului pentru zonele de conflict” merita atentie pentru
dezvoltarea conceptului si functiilor acestuia atat la nivel stiintific, cat si practic. In
cadrul acestui articol, autorii au lansat doar ideea necesitatii credrii autoritatii
independente cu competente in monitorizarea, evaluarea nivelului de asigurare a
drepturilor omului de autoritatile publice in regiunile necontrolate, dar aflate sub
jurisdictie. Autorii sustin necesitatea sustinerii acestei premise, or drepturile
omului nu au hotare, iar interventiile Avocatului Poporului trebuie sa fie realizare
fard exceptii, pentru toate persoanele. In acelasi timp, avand in vedere practica
amplad a institutiei Avocatului Poporului din Moldova in domeniul monitorizarii
situatiei drepturilor omului in zona transnistreand de conflict, observam necesara
fortificarea institutionald, umand si financiard a Oficiului Avocatului Poporului
pentru a mai buni protectie a victimelor incilcarilor. In continuare, dincolo de
reglementarea si de dotarea Ombudsmanului cu atributii si competente,
constientizarea rolului sau de catre toti actorii implicati ar putea face diferenta intre
o institutie eficienta si ineficienta. In opinia noastra, statul trebuie si fie interesat si
fortifice mecanismul de monitorizare independentd, or aceasta releva din esenta
statului de drept, a principiilor si a valorilor democratice fundamentale.

Observam o tendintd constantd de inrautatire a situatiei drepturilor omului
in zona transnistreana de conflict. Rapoartele Ombudsmanului, dar si ale societatii
civile aratd un regres n domeniul protectiei victimelor incdlcarii drepturilor
omului. Pe cealaltd parte, hotararile Curtii Europene indicd responsabilitati
Guvernelor R.Moldova, Federatiei Ruse pentru incélcarile drepturilor omului in
regiunea transnistreani' si in acelasi timp, sustine angajamentul plenar al
administratiei de facto pentru toate abuzurile asupra drepturilor omului®

Bibliography

Research VVolumes and Articles
1. Avornic, Gheorghe; Postovan, Dumitru, Institutia Avocatului Poporului
(Ombudsmanul) si “Dreptul discretionar”, “Revista Nationala de Drept”,
Nr. 4, 2015

L Cauza Mozer ¢ Moldova si Federatia Rusa, 11138/10, din 23/02/2016,
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-176086%22]} (20.11.2024)

2 Cauza Cipru ¢ Turcia, 25781/94 din 12/05/2014,
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%22itemid%22:[%2
2001-150953%22]} (20.11.2024)

36


https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-176086%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%22itemid%22:[%22001-150953%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%22itemid%22:[%22001-150953%22]}

N

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

Carnat, Teodor, Drept constitutional, Reclama, Chisinau, 2004

Rusu, Victor, Curriculum Institutia Ombudsmanului (Ciclul 1I), Chisinau,
2021,
https://usem.md/uploads/files/Facultatea_de_Drept/Pentru_Studen%C8%9
Bi/Suport_Didactic/Ciclul_Il/Stiintific/DCA/Curriculum/004-
Institutia%200mbudsmanului.pdf

Zaharia, Virginia; Luca, Ala, Reflectii privind atributiile esentiale ale
Avocatului  Poporului  (Ombudsmanului) Tn Republica Moldova, 1in
Materiale ale Conferintei stiintifice internationale, Teoria si practica
administrarii publice, https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/231-
240_0.pdf

Zubco Alexandru; Slusarenco Svetlana, Notorietatea in apdrarea si
promovarea drepturilor omului — conditie indispensabild de accedere la
functia de Avocat al Poporului (Ombudsmanul),
http://dspace.usm.md:8080/xmlui/handle/123456789/10007

Documents

1.

2.

o

10.

Cauza Mozer ¢ Moldova si Federatia Rusa, 11138/10, din 23/02/2016,
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-176086%22]}
Cauza Cipru c Turcia, 25781/94 din 12/05/2014,
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%?2
2itemid%22:[%22001-150953%22]} Constitutia Republicii Moldova, din
29 iulie 1994, publicata in “Monitorul Oficial” nr.78,
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=142462&lang=ro#;

Legea nr.52 din 03 aprilie 2014 cu privire la Avocatul Poporului
(Ombudsmanul), publicata in “Monitorul Oficial” nr.110-114,
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=141519&Ilang=ro
Principii referitoare la Statutul Institutiilor Nationale (Principiile de la
Paris), adoptate prin Rezolutia Adunarii Generale nr.48/134 din 20
decembrie 1993, https://avp.ro/index.php/principiile-de-la-paris/

Raportul anual privind respectarea drepturilor si libertatilor omului in
Republica Moldova al Avocatului Poporului, 2023,
https://ombudsman.md/post-document/raport-anual-privind-respectarea-
drepturilor-si-libertatilor-omului-in-republica-moldova-in-anul-2023/
Regulamentul (UE, Euratom) 2021/1163 al Parlamentului European din
24 iunie 2021 de stabilire a statutului si conditiilor generale pentru
exercitarea  functiilor  Ombudsmanului  (Statutul ~ Ombudsmanului
european),

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1163;

Rezolutia adoptata de Adunarea Generald la 16 decembrie 2020. Rolul
institutiilor Ombudsmanului si Mediatorului in promovarea si protectia

37


https://usem.md/uploads/files/Facultatea_de_Drept/Pentru_Studen%C8%9Bi/Suport_Didactic/Ciclul_II/Stiintific/DCA/Curriculum/004-Institutia%20Ombudsmanului.pdf
https://usem.md/uploads/files/Facultatea_de_Drept/Pentru_Studen%C8%9Bi/Suport_Didactic/Ciclul_II/Stiintific/DCA/Curriculum/004-Institutia%20Ombudsmanului.pdf
https://usem.md/uploads/files/Facultatea_de_Drept/Pentru_Studen%C8%9Bi/Suport_Didactic/Ciclul_II/Stiintific/DCA/Curriculum/004-Institutia%20Ombudsmanului.pdf
https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/231-240_0.pdf
https://ibn.idsi.md/sites/default/files/imag_file/231-240_0.pdf
http://dspace.usm.md:8080/xmlui/handle/123456789/10007
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-176086%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%22itemid%22:[%22001-150953%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22tabview%22:[%22document%22],%22itemid%22:[%22001-150953%22]}
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=142462&lang=ro
https://www.legis.md/cautare/getResults?doc_id=141519&lang=ro
https://avp.ro/index.php/principiile-de-la-paris/
https://ombudsman.md/post-document/raport-anual-privind-respectarea-drepturilor-si-libertatilor-omului-in-republica-moldova-in-anul-2023/
https://ombudsman.md/post-document/raport-anual-privind-respectarea-drepturilor-si-libertatilor-omului-in-republica-moldova-in-anul-2023/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1163
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/RO/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32021R1163

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

drepturilor omului, bunei guvernari si statului de drept (A/RES/75/186),
https://avp.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/rolul-ombudsmanului-RO-
2.pdf

11. Rezolutia adoptata de Adunarea Generald la 21 decembrie 2010. Rolul
institutiilor Ombudsmanului si Mediatorului in promovarea si protectia
drepturilor omului, bunei guvernari si statului de drept (A/RES/65/207),

12. https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n10/524/96/pdf/n1052496.pdf?tok
en=Zcrj2CaYdhEEYVazZUO0&fe=true

38


https://avp.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/rolul-ombudsmanului-RO-2.pdf
https://avp.ro/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/rolul-ombudsmanului-RO-2.pdf
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n10/524/96/pdf/n1052496.pdf?token=ZcrJ2CaYdhEEYVaZU0&fe=true
https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/n10/524/96/pdf/n1052496.pdf?token=ZcrJ2CaYdhEEYVaZU0&fe=true

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis

Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

Svetlana CEBOTARI (1)
Moldova State University
Valeriu LUNGU (2)

Armed Forces Military Academy “Alexandru cel Bun” of Chisinau

Carolina BUDURINA-GOREACII (3)
Moldova State University

CROSS-BORDER ORGANIZED CRIME IN THE CONTEXT OF
THE WAR IN UKRAINE. SPECIFICS OF THE TRANSNISTRIAN
SEGMENT OF THE BORDER OF THE REPUBLIC OF MOLDOVA

Abstract:

In the context of the war in Ukraine, cross-border organized
crime is becoming an increasingly present phenomenon in the
region, increasingly attracting the attention of national
governments and international organizations, as well as the
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geopolitical realities, conditioned by the unjustified invasion of
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Introduction

In the context of the war in Ukraine, cross-border organized crime is
becoming an obvious present phenomenon in the region, increasingly attracting the
attention of national governments and international organizations, as well as the
academic community and civil society.

Cross-border organized crime is becoming a threat to national and
international security, in the context where criminal groups are involved in the
illicit trafficking of drugs and weapons, explosives, chemicals, radioactive
materials, as well as such actions of supporting terrorism and illegal migration,
along with corrupting national governments. Thus, in the context of the new
geopolitical realities, conditioned by the unjustified invasion of Ukraine by the
Russian Federation, cross-border organized crime is becoming one of the
phenomena present in the region, including in the Republic of Moldova. This
involves carrying out dangerous actions, based on the recruitment of people
specialized in various fields of activity, the use of modern technology, a certain
continuity in operating systems, and international strategies of a nature that
threaten not only the life and integrity of individuals but also the security of
nations.

Conceptual-theoretical identifications of “cross-border crime”

Analyzing cross-border organized crime in the context of the war in
Ukraine, there is a need to define this phenomenon. According to the definitions
put forward by specialists from countries where organized crime has deep roots
and is prominently manifested in everyday life, it is defined as "the existence of
superstructural groups of criminals, who by carrying out conspiratorial, continuous
and relatively complex illegal activities, aim to obtain illicit profits"®.

The definition of cross-border organized crime is a broad one and covers a
wide range of criminal activities. It is commonly considered that these may include
human trafficking (for prostitution or forced labor), migrant smuggling, drug
trafficking, illicit trafficking in goods, counterfeiting, cultural activities involving
the trafficking of goods, arms trafficking, armed robbery, and money laundering?.
The fundamental purpose of cross-border organized crime structures is the
accumulation of resources through illegal means. Thus, the phenomenon of cross-
border organized crime refers to illicit activities aimed at seeking economic and
financial profit and is characterized mainly by a more or less structured or

! Ministerul Afacerilor Interne al RM, Note Informative periodice ale Inspectoratului
General al Politiei de Frontierd., Chisinau, 2024.
2 lbidem.
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methodical organization, oriented towards transnational activities." Modern
organized crime is present everywhere, in various forms, depending on traditions,
specific economic and political conditions, and the type of activity and business
involved, engaging in all types of transactions or trafficking, legal or illegal, to be
profitable and offer the possibility of investing the money earned through illegal
means®. Thus, according to the provisions of the United Nations Convention
against Transnational Organized Crime® adopted on 15 November 2000, cross-
border crime involves an organized criminal group.

Starting from this meaning, attempts have been made to put forward a
definition of the concept of cross-border organized crime. Regarding the
etymological dimension of the "cross-border crime" concept, it is worth
mentioning that the prefix “cross-" means movement through some space, and in
our case, it indicates the fact that organized criminal acts are committed on the
territory, the sovereign borders of two or more states*. Also, using the explanation
provided by the Explanatory Dictionary of the Romanian Language, the term
“transfrontalier” signifies the quality of being beyond the border (from the French
“transfrontalier”)®. The same meaning is also provided by the Dictionary of
International Relations, according to which the term "crossborder" means beyond
nations. The term is widely used in international relations both in terms of
relationships or transactions, and organizations. In both cases, its use implies
activities that go beyond national and state borders. Also, according to the
explanations, crossborder relations depend on three types of movements:

a) The circulation of physical objects, including human population
b) The circulation of information and ideas
¢) The circulation of money and credit®

According to the explanations given in the World Encyclopaedia by A.

Kapto', cross-border crime represents one of the main global threats to peace,

! Georges Picca, Les défis de la criminalité organisée transnationale : quels outils pour
quelles stratégies, “Rivista di Criminologia, Vittimologia e Sicurezza”, Vol. III, No. 3,
Vol. IV, No. 1, Settembre 2009-Aprile 2010.

2 Anghel Stoica, Migratia ilegald la confluenta cu traficul de persoane, Pro Universitaria,
Bucuresti, 2014.

8 Conventia Natiunilor Unite impotriva criminalitifii transnationale organizate adoptatd la
New York la 15.11.2000, semnatd de cdtre Republica Moldova la 14.12.2000. In vigoare
pentru RM din 16.09.2005, in Tratate Internationale, vol. 35, Editie Speciala, Chisinau,
2006, p. 333.

4 Oleg Balan, Fredolin Lecari, Criminalitatea transnationald organizatd. Concept si
particularitati, “Administrarea Publica”, Nr. 3(115), 2022

5 Academia Romani. Institutul de Lingvisticd ,,Jorgu lordan-Al. Rosetti”, DEX, Univers
Enciclopedic Gold, Bucuresti, 2012.

& Grahman Evans, Jeffrey Newnham. Dictionar de relatii internationale, Universal Dalsi,
2001, p. 553.

41



Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

security, and human rights. In the 21st century, it directly concerns international
terrorism, transnational corruption, and the illegal spread of weapons.

In legal dictionaries, cross-border organized crime is defined as one of the
criminological forms of crime that involves the set of crimes committed in a
certain period (by the persons who committed them) that cause damage to two or
more states, the interests of legal or natural persons from two or more states®
According to the Dictionary of International Law?, cross-border crimes (that of an
international nature) it is understood the crimes that attack not only the national
legal order, but also the international one, committed not by states, but by natural
persons (groups of persons) in order to achieve illicit goals. Some authors define
cross-border organized crime as the activity of large criminal communities, which
carry out cross-border operations in order to promptly react to changes in the
market situation of "criminal services", as well as to more effectively avoid the
control of law enforcement agencies. In this context, cross-border organized crime
presents itself as a phenomenon that encompasses different categories of crimes,
which can be attributed both to the category of organized crime and the category of
corporate, professional, and political crimes®.

The concept of cross-border organized crime is also proposed by the
author G. Cristea in the article Originea si evolutia criminalitdtii organizate
transfrontaliere, which means an act committed by one or more persons on the
territory of at least two states, which causes considerable damage to social and
cultural values, protected by national and international legal norms®. Cross-border
organized crime involves criminal activity as a whole that attacks the national and
international legal order, committed (planned / prepared / led / controlled) on the
territory of several states by individuals organized in structured groups®.

The impact of the war in UKraine on cross-border crime

One of the current forms of manifestation of cross-border organized crime
is the organization of illegal migration. The military conflict in Ukraine, which
began in 2022, has a direct impact on the development of the phenomenon of
cross-border organized crime, especially that targeting illegal migration.

L A. S. Kapto, Entiklopedia Mira, Tom 2, Izdateliskii dom ,, Akademia”, 2013.

2 A. YA. Sukharev, V.Ye. Krutskikh, Bol'shoy Yuridicheskiy Slovar', INFRA-M., Moskva,
2004.

%S, A. Yegorov, Red Slovar' mezhdunarodnogo prava. 3-ye izdaniye, STATUT, Moskva,
2014.

4 Oleg Balan, Fredolin Lecari, Loc. cit.

> Gabriela Cristea, Originea si evolutia criminalitatii organizate transfrontaliere, n
Conferinta stiintica internationala “Teoria §i practica administrarii publice”, or. Chisindau
22 mai 2020, Combinatul Poligrafic, Chisinau, 2020, pp. 265- 271.

& Oleg Balan, Fredolin Lecari, Loc. cit.
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With the outbreak of the war in Ukraine, the Border Police of the Republic
of Moldova is facing several challenges, the biggest being the large flow of
Ukrainian refugees. The perpetuation of outbreaks of political and military
instability in areas with potential migration, the precarious living standards felt by
large masses of the population from multiple external spaces, correlated with the
flexible attitude and inventiveness of members of criminal networks, interested in
obtaining substantial incomes, who discover in real-time solutions to the
restrictions or repressive actions of the authorities, represent factors favoring the
maintenance of appreciable levels of the manifestation of the phenomenon of
illegal migration, including in the European region.

Any conflict always generates the acceleration, of the growth of organized
crime, including cross-border ones. The lack of control at the eastern border of the
country (the Transnistrian region), which is to be carried out by the legal
authorities of the Republic of Moldova, represents an obstacle in the process of
combating and preventing migration®. A closer analysis of the phenomenon
highlights the multiple valences and profound implications of the activities
circumscribed to illegal migration that generate and potentiate humerous other
criminal actions?.

Being a “gateway” to Europe, the Republic of Moldova, through its
geopolitical and geostrategic position, feels at its borders pressures from cross-
border organized crime such as migration, in its two forms of manifestation -
immigration and emigration, drug trafficking, human trafficking, trafficking in
weapons, ammunition, explosive materials, trafficking in stolen luxury cars,
smuggling of goods and products (goods from the national and cultural heritage,
drugs, cigarettes, alcoholic beverages, petroleum products, medicines, etc.).

The war in Ukraine has substantially changed the security environment in
the region and triggered a change in both the profile of criminal activities at the
state border and especially at the Moldovan-Ukrainian border, with an
intensification of criminal activity in the dimension of organizing illegal migration.
Thus, according to data provided by the General Inspectorate of the Border Police,
during two years of war in Ukraine, approximately 33 thousand Ukrainians
illegally crossed the border of the Republic of Moldova by various methods. A big
part of the Ukrainian citizens turned to illegal groups to reach the Republic of

! The Conflict in Ukraine and Its Impact on Organized Crime and Security,
https://unicri.it/sites/default/files/2022-
11/The%20conflict%20in%20Ukraine%20and%20its%20impact%200n%200rganized%20
crime%?20and%20security_0.pdf (02.09.2024).

2 Elena Suciu, Aspecte procesual-penale privind investigarea organizdrii migratiei ilegale,
n Codul de procedurd penald al Republicii Moldova — 20 de ani de la intrarea Tn vigoare.
Materialele Conferingei stiintifice nationale din 09 noiembrie 2023, Academia “Stefan cel
Mare” a MAI — Departamentul Editorial Poligrafic, Chisindu, 2024.
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Moldova clandestinely. In this context, it is worth mentioning that the criminal
investigation body of the Border Police documented over 70 groups, which
included 260 people’.

Specifics of the problem on the Transnistrian segment of the border of the
Republic of Moldova

However, the most vulnerable border segment is between Ukraine and the
Transnistrian region, which is an area that is not controlled by the authorities of the
Republic of Moldova. The border between Ukraine and the Transnistrian region,
which stretches for a distance of 453.4 kilometers, in the conditions of the war in
Ukraine, remains the most vulnerable border segment. However, Border Police
officials ensure that migrants who enter the country through this uncontrolled
sector are detected when leaving the territory of the Republic of Moldova.

Given that the border segment in the Transnistrian region is not controlled
by the authorities of the Republic of Moldova, as is the case in other areas,
Ukrainian citizens, but also of other ethnicities, manage to enter the territory of the
Republic of Moldova, illegally crossing the state border through the Transnistrian
region. Although they are detained by the unconstitutional authorities of the
Transnistrian regime, they are documented, after which they travel by public
transport to leave the country?.

The subject related to the number of illegalities at the “administrative
border” and in the security zone (illicit trafficking of goods, arms trafficking,
human trafficking, trafficking in prohibited substances, including dual-use and
many others) in the context of the war in Ukraine is becoming a current one,
present in the speeches of the authorities in Chisinau. Through the existing
mechanism, the authorities cannot cope with the dangers and risks, which are
found in various normative acts at the national level. In addition to the mentioned
risks, we should also take into account the threats and risks of a military nature,
including hybrid type, provocative actions by the Transnistrian side regarding the
personnel of the constitutional authorities, persecutions, cases of kidnapping of
citizens of the Republic of Moldova, and last but not least, military exercises by
the Operational Group of Russian Troops (hereinafter OGRT) with representatives
of the “armed forces” of the Transnistrian region®.

L Segmentul transnistrean de frontierd, cel mai vulnerabil. Politia de Frontierd: “Situatia este
complicata, dar sub control”, https://tv8.md/2024/06/09/video-segmentul-transnistrean-de-
frontiera-cel-mai-vulnerabil-politia-de-frontiera-situatia-este-complicata-dar-sub-
control/259185 (02.09.2024).

2 lbidem.

% Rosian Vasiloi, Frontiera administrativd si cum o administram, Nr. 3, IDIS “Viitorul”,
Chisinau, aprilie 2017.
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The instability in the Transnistrian region is becoming a corridor for
growing illegal migration. Once these people are detected at the border, they apply
for asylum - a form of international protection that offers them the chance to
temporarily stay in safety in the Republic of Moldova. However, for most asylum
seekers, the Republic of Moldova is seen only as a temporary refuge and a transit
country to the European Union.

Recently, the use of the Transnistrian territory as a transit point for
Ukrainian citizens has been increasing. Illegal migration of Ukrainian citizens is a
complex problem, involving not only illegal border crossing but also an entire
system of payments and financial transfers operating in the shadows. This
clandestine network has been activated recently, marking an alarming increase in
the number of people illegally crossing the border, including through the
Transnistrian region®.

Thus, according to statistical data provided by the General Inspectorate of
Border Police (GIBP), during 6 months of 2024, 1678 Ukrainian citizens were
documented for illegal attempts/ crossing of the state border on the Moldova-
Ukraine (MDA-UKR) border segment, for illegal migration. Also, at the border
crossing points on the Moldovan-Romanian and aero segments on the way out of
the Republic of Moldova and other subdivisions of the GIBP, 8599 Ukrainian
citizens were documented, who did not have legal entry into the Republic of
Moldova, of whom 7609 declared that they crossed the Transnistrian sector?.

Thus, the “administrative border” is a subject of permanent concern due to
the criminal potential generated by the ambiguity of the situation. Based on the
above, we could identify the risk areas at the administrative border, applying in
this regard the European system (the national system was harmonized by the
provisions of Government Decision No. 429 of 7 July 201527) of impact levels -
LOW (yellow), MEDIUM (orange) and HIGH (red). At the same time, the road
infrastructure, the ground, the deployment of separatist paramilitary forces, the
deployment of OGRT forces and means, and others were taken into account.
According to the provisions of the Decision, the Transnistrian segment of the state
border is assigned a HIGH level, which produces complex effects on border
security, as well as state security in general’.

Summary data

The operating mechanism of this network is sophisticated and well-
established. Ukrainian citizens interested in illegally crossing the border discover
these groups through Telegram channels, as well as through video content

! Inspectoratul General al Politiei de Frontierd. Ministerul Afacerilor Interne al RM, Raport
analitic periodic lanuarie — lunie, Chisinau, 2024.

2 lbidem.

® Rosian Vasiloi, Loc. cit.
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distributed on platforms such as Instagram or TikTok. This demonstrates the
adaptability and innovation of the involved groups, which use modern technology
to expand and streamline their operations. Another intriguing aspect of this process
is that Ukrainian citizens participating in illegal migration are instructed to delete
any digital trace of the transaction and communication with the groups once they
arrive on the territory of the Republic of Moldova. At the express request of these
groups, they delete from their phones all applications and platforms used for
making payments, including decentralized accounts. This precautionary measure is
intended to prevent the authorities from tracking their activities and to eliminate
potential evidence that could be used against them or the involved groups. By
deleting data, they not only protect their identity and activities but also
considerably burden the authorities' efforts to track and deter such illegal
migrations®.

The martial law restricting the freedom of movement of men in Ukraine
will likely continue to be applied and followed by new rounds of conscription.
Thus, both Ukrainian and Moldovan citizens (mainly residents of the immediate
vicinity of the state border) are involved in the actions to facilitate illegal migration
on the Moldovan-Ukrainian border sector to obtain financial resources. Often,
Romanian citizens are also involved in the schemes of illicit human trafficking.
The amounts vary between 1000-5000 US dollars. Illegal crossings at the
Moldovan-Ukrainian border will continue due to the ongoing war?.

The eastern part of the Republic of Moldova is also becoming a favorable
ground for organizing illegal crossing of the Moldovan-Ukrainian border. The
phenomenon of illegal migration as a form of organized crime conditioned by the
Russian-Ukrainian war, including the imposition of martial law regarding the
restriction of freedom of movement of men in Ukraine, has created a multitude of
networks for the illegal trafficking of migrants, of Ukrainian citizens®.

In 2023, 96653 people were documented for illegal attempts/ crossing the
state border for illegal migration, registering an increase of over 40% compared to
2022, when 66604 people were documented. The forms in which this phenomenon
manifested itself at the state border were:
> illegal crossing of the border on the "green" border sector;
> illegal entry into the Republic of Moldova on the "green" Moldovan-Ukrainian

border sector, having valid documents on hand and exiting the Republic of
Moldova on the Moldovan-Romanian segment based on valid documents;
» crossing the border, based on false/falsified, foreign documents;

! Ibidem.

2 Ministerul Afacerilor Interne al RM, Note Informative periodice ale Inspectoratului
General al Politiei de Frontierd., Chisinau, 2024.

3 Segmentul transnistrean de frontierd, cel mai vulnerabil. Polifia de Frontierd: “Situatia este
complicata, dar sub control”, LocC. Cit.
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» attempted exit/entry from/to the Republic of Moldova hidden in different
means of transport.

» the use of social media networks/platforms, where information is published
regarding methods/schemes for illegally crossing the state border by evading
control at crossing points, outlines the risk of infiltration of dangerous
individuals into the national territory.

The war in Ukraine and the sanctions against Russia have caused the
blockade of seaports and the closure of transport corridors, on the Transnistrian
segment, being also closed the border with Ukraine. All of this has had an impact
on cross-border crime, changing patterns and ways of operation®. Also, the war in
Ukraine has generated not only a refugee crisis on the territory of the Republic of
Moldova but also a huge risk of increasing illicit arms trafficking. According to the
statements made on the TV channel TVR Moldova by the director of the
Information Security Service (ISS), Alexandru Musteata, the Republic of Moldova
has become a transit country not only for the population affected by the war, but
also from the point of view of smuggling: "Arms smuggling is an aspect that has
not yet materialized, but we are considering it very carefully. Because where there
is a military conflict and there is a very wide circuit of weapons of different types,
from small sizes to anti-tank missiles, the risk of having a black market for
weapons is very high"?. The head of ISS also stated that they are collaborating with
the teams of the Border Service, and the Border Police of the Republic of
Moldova, but also with specialized institutions in Ukraine®,

Thus, analyzing the main reports provided by the General Inspectorate of
Police of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, it is worth mentioning that during 2023,
81 cases of illicit trafficking in weapons and ammunition were registered, with the
detection of 26 weapons and 1470 cartridges. Compared to 2022, we note a
decrease in the number of registered cases - 4%, in the number of weapons
detected - to 33%, and in the number of ammunition seized - 48%*.

Table: Hlicit trafficking in arms and ammunition

Indicator | 2021 | 2022 | 2023 | Dynamics compared to the |

! European Union Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine, Raport anual 1
decembrie 2021-30 noiembrie 2022, https://eubam.org/ro/publications/eubam-annual-
report-2022/ (02.09.2024).

2 Moldova devine o piati neagrd a contrabandei cu arme din Ucraina? Seful SIS: Riscul
este foarte Tnalt. https://newsmaker.md/ro/seful-sis-despre-contrabanda-de-arme-din-
ucraina-in-moldova-riscul-de-a-avea-o-piata-neagra-este-foarte-inalt/ (02.09.2024).

3 Ibidem.

* Ministerul Afacerilor Interne al Republicii Moldova. Inspectoratul General al Politiei de
Frontiera, Nota de activitate a Inspectoratului General al Politiei de Frontiera pentru anul
2023, https://border.gov.md/files/2024-
01/N1%20de%20activitate%201GPF%202023%20plasat.pdf (02.09.2024).
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| | | [ similar period of 2022

Total
Cases 19 84 81 -4%
Weapons (pieces) 10 39 26 -33%
MDA-UKR 2021 2022 2023 | Dynamics compared to the
similar period of 2022
Total
Cases 10 30 14 -53%
h 4
Weapons (pieces) 6 21 9 -57%
h 4
Ammunitions, 476 1221 659 -46%
cartridges (pieces) A 4

Source: General Inspectorate of Border Police — Republic of Moldova

Thus, compared to 2021, according to statements made by Border Police
representatives to Radio Moldova, the number of weapons detected illegally on the
border between the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine has increased 4 times.
According to the National Inspectorate of Public Security, the probability of
weapons arriving in our country illegally from Ukraine is very high. Security
experts believe that ammunitions can arrive both through criminal groups and
Ukrainian refugees®.

In this context, it is also worth paying attention to the statements made by
the head of the State Border Surveillance Directorate, Ruslan Galusca, who says
that “the war in Ukraine influenced the criminal situation at the state border of the
Republic of Moldova with the neighboring country, and ammunitions can arrive
both through criminal channels and through other means”. Taking into account the
fact that, in the first days of the war, the verification procedure for Ukrainian
refugees was simplified, there is a probability that weapons have entered the
country illegally. Although representatives of the National Inspectorate of Public
Security asked the border police to check the persons who crossed the state border
for weapons, according to the head of the Armament Circulation Surveillance

L Ibidem.

48




Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

Section, Ion Turcan, “in the first days of the war, the time given to the control of
persons was reduced””.

» Russia’s war aggression against Ukraine has contributed to changing
trafficking patterns, with some criminal networks seeking alternative
routes. According to the analysis prepared by the EU Drugs Agency, the
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA),
and Europol published on 24 January 2024, the European heroin market
(the most commonly used illicit opioid), from production and trafficking to
distribution and consumption, has four main routes used for heroin
trafficking from Afghanistan to Europe: the Balkans, the South, Caucasus,
and the North?:

» Balkan Route — historically considered to be the main established
trafficking route to Europe from Afghanistan through Iran and Pakistan to
Turkey and then through Bulgaria, Greece, or the Mediterranean Sea;

» Southern Route — through Iran or Pakistan, either transiting the East
African coast or the Arabian Peninsula, to Europe;

» Caucasus Route — from Afghanistan through Iran to Armenia or
Azerbaijan to Georgia and then through the Black Sea to Bulgaria,
Romania or Ukraine,

> Northern Route — from Afghanistan to Tajikistan and then through
Kyrgyzstan or Uzbekistan to Kazakhstan, to Russia and Ukraine, and then
to EU Member States (especially the Baltic States and Poland) ®.
According to the study, the Caucasus route typically involves heroin

smuggling on ferries crossing the Black Sea from Georgia to Bulgaria, Romania,
and, until recently, Ukraine. Several heroin seizures on this route in recent years
confirm that it is used to smuggle large quantities of opiates from Iran to Europe
via Armenia Azerbaijan and Georgia. The EMCDDA and Europol analysis shows
that historically, Ukraine has been used as a transshipment point and storage
location for heroin trafficking along the Northern and Caucasus routes. “Heroin
shipments on the Caucasus route have historically been routed through the port of
Odessa, Ukraine, from where consignments were either stored in the country or
shipped directly to ports in Romania or Bulgaria. The conflict has disrupted ferries
to Odessa from Batumi, Georgia, while trade has been redirected to Romania,
Moldova, or Bulgaria. "All of these changes have implications for heroin
trafficking", the report says.

L 1bidem.

2 Raizboiul rusesc impotriva Ucrainei schimbd rutele heroinei cdtre UE, potrivit EU Drug
Markets Analysis 2024, https://euneighbourseast.eu/ro/news/latest-news/razboiul-rusesc-
impotriva-ucrainei-schimba-rutele-heroinei-catre-ue-potrivit-eu-drug-markets-analysis-
2024/ (02.09.2024).

% Ibidem.
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The study also shows that Ukraine, along with Moldova, has also been
used in the past as a storage point for heroin shipments. For example, some
members of Turkish (ethnic Kurdish) criminal networks living in Germany are
believed to have moved to Ukraine and Moldova to set up front companies to
facilitate the storage of heroin that was intended for further trafficking to the EU.
“Despite the Russian invasion, heroin currently stored in Ukraine could be
transported to the EU”, the report says. “This transportation will likely take place
overland, and criminal networks active in Ukraine could exploit the movement of
refugees and humanitarian aid to do so” > Increased security along Russia’s border
with other European countries and sanctions against the Russian government and
the flow of goods have significantly reduced the potential for heroin trafficking
from Russia to the EU via the northern route. This reduction, however, has
contributed to the adaptation of the Caucasus and Northern routes to other
opportunities, directing heroin flows through Ukraine and, in particular, through
Odessa. It has also led to increased activity on other routes, such as the Balkan and
southern routes. 2 Evidence from past wars and armed conflicts suggests that the
production and trafficking of illegal drugs, as well as the disruption of existing
routes, have led to the emergence of new routes or new alternatives, as an
increased military presence makes the operations of drug traffickers too risky.

In the context of war, Ukraine has become a center for the production of
synthetic amphetamine-type drugs (ATS), intended for both local and neighboring
markets, including amphetamine and MDMA, which have become largely widely
available. Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, the prices of synthetic drugs
have remained relatively stable. Thus, the price of an amphetamine tablet varies
from EUR 8 to EUR 15 between 2020 and 2022. Similar trends have also been
observed for MDMA (EUR 10-11 per tablet or EUR 33-39 per gram in powder
form). Thus, if we examine the flow of illegal drug trafficking on the Moldovan-
Ukrainian border segment, then it is worth mentioning that drug smuggling cases
have practically doubled. Synthetic drugs were brought from Ukraine and
distributed in the Republic of Moldova via a mobile application. According to the
Minister of Internal Affairs, Adrian Efros, “since the Russian invasion of Ukraine,

! EU Drug Market: Heroin and Other Opioids — Trafficking and Supply,
https://www.euda.europa.eu/publications/eu-drug-markets/heroin-and-other-
opioids/trafficking-and-supply_en#level-3 (02.09.2024).

2 Razboiul rusesc impotriva Ucrainei schimba rutele heroinei cdtre UE, potrivit EU Drug
Markets, https://euneighbourseast.eu/ro/news/latest-news/razboiul-rusesc-impotriva-
ucrainei-schimba-rutele-heroinei-catre-ue-potrivit-eu-drug-markets-analysis-2024/
(02.09.2024)
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the Republic of Moldova has become a transit country for synthetic drugs from

Ukraine to the European Union™.

Conclusions

The conflict in Ukraine has changed the regional security landscape and
will have lasting consequences for the international order. Given the dynamic and
evolving nature of the situation in the region, it is difficult to accurately assess the
transformational nature of these consequences and the international community’s
response to the effects of cross-border crime. Thus, the war and destabilization of
Ukraine already have significant implications for organized crime, illicit
trafficking, and security challenges in several ways across its borders. Such
dynamic phenomena as: the smuggling of migrants (sometimes called “smuggling
of recruits”); human trafficking, weapons, drugs, and illicit goods; smuggling of
financial assets, precious metals, and antiques; forged documents; the entry into
the territory of the Republic of Moldova of mercenaries/participants in military
actions or criminal elements (persons wanted for criminal prosecution or
specialized in committing serious/particularly serious/exceptionally serious
crimes), etc., committed including in the Transnistrian segment, — all may generate
a negative impact on the security of the Republic of Moldova.

To minimize this impact and improve the process of intervention and
documentation of border incidents/criminal cases, it is proposed to permanently
monitor the operational situation in the areas of responsibility to reveal border
incidents/cross-border crimes and to ensure prompt intervention in their
documentation. Also, it is important to maintain an appropriate level of
cooperation between subdivisions and with the bodies of the Prosecutor's Office/
Information  Security  Service/General Inspectorate for Migration/Border
Service/General Inspectorate of Police/National Integrity Institute/National
Anticorruption Centre. All of them are expected to promptly react in cases of
detecting cross-border crime organizations.

In the context of war in Ukraine, in terms of intensifying the activities of
the institutions responsible for countering cross-border crime and streamlining the
strategic initiative in reducing the level of vulnerability of the state border of the
Republic of Moldova (especially on the Moldovan-Ukrainian segment of the state
border and especially the so-called "central” or "Transnistrian" region not covered
by the constitutional authorities of the Republic of Moldova), the following actions
are appropriate:

» creating and maintaining a strategic situation dominated by a coherent and
permanent system of surveillance of areas, groups, itineraries, organizations,

! Se intensifica traficul  de  droguri  la  granita cu Ucraina,
https://tvrmoldova.md/article/b2e81856eaa948fd/se-intensifica-traficul-de-droguri-la-
granita-cu-ucraina.html (02.09.2024)
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and even individuals suspected of being part of networks organizing illegal
migration/illicit trafficking of goods across the state border;

preventive actions (filters, raids on areas/locations used by organizers of illicit
activities at the border for the temporary concentration/camouflage of
persons/goods for their subsequent trafficking across the border), but also
actions that determine an attentive, vigilant attitude on the part of the
population and institutions, initiated in the context of the prophylactic
informative activity carried out by the General Inspectorate of Border Police
independently but also in collaboration with other competent authorities at
national level;

conquering information supremacy by intensifying special investigative
activities initiated by the General Inspectorate of Border Police but also by the
permanent exchange of data and information of common interest with
representatives of the border authorities of neighboring states (Ukraine and
Romania), intense cooperation in this dimension with FRONTEX, SELEC,
INTERPOL, EUROPOL, EUROJUST, etc.;

notifying the stages and moments when illicit actions are being prepared at the
border and rapid intervention to thwart them and apprehend the perpetrators
involved by actively and operatively attracting the forces and means of other
subdivisions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Information Security
Service, etc., as well as planning and launching activities (operations) carried
out within the national territory;

the fight against illegal migration and human trafficking must be developed by
creating a broader framework of cooperation both between agencies in
migrant-supplier countries and those in target countries, including through the
participation of relevant agencies from the Republic of Moldova (in its
predominant capacity as a transit country). For example, with the start of the
war in Ukraine, resulting in an increase in cases of organizing illegal
migration, cooperation between the General Inspectorate of Border Police and
the State Border Service of Ukraine in this dimension has become deficient
(largely due to the continuity of the migration route to the EU, which
sometimes prevents the rapid documentation of cases of organizing illegal
migration; persons involved in criminal actions are mostly citizens of Ukraine
located on its territory; the impossibility of forming joint investigation groups,
as well as sending letters rogatory to the competent authorities in Ukraine in
order to provide international legal assistance, the main reason being military
actions on the territory of Ukraine, the involvement of law enforcement
officers in cases of organizing illegal migration, and last but not least the fact
that usually the migrants in question seek asylum in the Republic of Moldova,
or this means that representatives of the Ukrainian authorities will not be
notified of the case nor will there be a joint investigation of the crime, etc.);
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reducing the conditions conducive to illicit actions at the border or their

support, combating the corrupt phenomenon among employees of border

control authorities, including by holding the persons involved accountable and
giving these cases significant media coverage;

measurably improving the efficiency, effectiveness, and basic knowledge in

law enforcement interventions and actions by the authorities responsible for

countering drug trafficking. In this context, it is necessary to equip the border
control authorities at the national level (General Inspectorate of Border Police
and Border Service) with modern technical equipment and devices capable of
detecting drugs/precursors used for the manufacture of synthetic drugs, etc.,
through training of employees to detect them in case of illicit trafficking across
the state border. It is also imperative to implement provisions of the EU

Judicial Policy on Drugs to allow for a focus on cross-border organized crime

linked to drug transactions, using existing instruments and frameworks, where

regional or thematic cooperation can be opted for, as well as for seeking ways
to intensify preventive actions concerning drug-related crimes;

developing a national plan aimed at reducing/eliminating the three types of

corruption in the customs system: routine corruption, when private operators

pay bribes to obtain normal or rapid completion of customs operations;
fraudulent corruption when operators try to pay less tax or even none at all, by
not carrying out the customs clearance process correctly. In this case, bribes
are paid to buy customs officers to "turn a blind eye" or to cooperate; criminal
corruption is when operators pay bribes to facilitate an illegal and profitable
operation (drug trafficking, abuse of export promotion schemes, etc.).
improving the information analysis activity, by using dedicated and modern
software to deduce a series of valuable working hypotheses and even exact
solutions for investigating complex cases of cross-border crime, which by their
nature encompass a very high volume of data and information. Other
advantages of the information analysis process consist of the following:

a) by storing existing information in dedicated databases, there is no danger
of losing or overlooking any of it;

b) by creating relational maps, the case is graphically represented in its
entirety (for example: flow maps for the movement of money in bank
accounts, the route of drugs, the mode of communication and the meaning
of telephone conversations, general case maps regarding the people
involved and the links between them, detailed maps regarding aspects of
interest).

c) by identifying common elements between different cases, parallel work
and overlaps in work are avoided,;

d) supports decision-makers by reporting these situations in the sense that
certain cases can be unified, although referring to different cross-border
criminal activities, have common elements.
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» in order to prevent crimes specific to cross-border crime and reduce
opportunities, it is necessary to highlight not only the competences of
institutions and specialized agencies, as many non-governmental factors can be
involved in the process of countering cross-border crime. In this context, the
effective implementation of the Integrated State Border Management Program
for 2022-2025 becomes an imperative necessity;

» increasing the level of cooperation between law enforcement agencies and
various organizations, and associations from the private business environment,
both at national and international levels to improve the exchange of
information to prevent the phenomenon of counterfeiting and falsification;

» making a significant and continuous effort to transfer experience and expertise
to all law enforcement authorities in the Republic of Moldova, carried out with
EU support through the EU Security HUB for internal security and border
management of the Republic of Moldova, created in Chisinau, until a common
level of implementation of the strategy, tactics and best practices for
combating cross-border crime is reached in order to ensure essentially an
acceptable level of national and regional security.

» taking over full control of the Moldovan-Ukrainian border segment (the border
segment not controlled by the constitutional authorities of the Republic of
Moldova, which is the Transnistrian region).

Above all, in the context of the existing threats to the security of the
Republic of Moldova, it is necessary to allocate the resources (financial, human,
research and innovation, etc.) necessary for intelligent surveillance and border
security. By focusing the efforts of all actors at the national level, involved in the
implementation of the concept of integrated border management, on technologies
and capabilities to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of all systems,
equipment, tools, and processes, as well as methods for rapid identification of
illegalities at the state border, a significantly higher level than the current one will
inevitably be achieved in terms of national security of the Republic of Moldova.
Moreover, measures to increase border security must be accompanied by
facilitating passenger flows and promoting mobility in an increasingly globalized
world.
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capitals. In peacetime, the unhurried negotiation process was
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military conflict between Russia and Ukraine, Transnistria
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among many politicians and military personnel.

In Kyiv, there are some fears that military sabotage in the
direction of Odesa is possible from Transnistria. On the other
hand, proposals are being made to take control of the region,
thereby inflicting a significant military, political, and image
defeat on Russia. In Chisinau, plans for the country's
reintegration under the new conditions are discussed. But at the
same time, they would like to avoid unjustified risks. In Tiraspol,
they watch everything that is happening with alarm and
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escalation of the situation, Moscow will provide Transnistria
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the situation around Transnistria.
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Hayaynio BOGHHBIX JEWCTBUM, MO CYTH — IOJHOMACIITAOHOH BOWHBI -
Mexnay Poccueit n YkpamHOM paguikanbHO H3MEHMIIM OOCTAHOBKY BOKPYT
[MpunaecTpoBbs U MpUAHECTPOBCKOro KoHpmukTa. Panee, ¢ 90-x romos, Biactu
Henpu3HaHHOW [IpuaHECTPOBCKOW MOJJIABCKOW PECHyOIMKH  IMOJIEPIKUBAIN
JIeNTOBBIE M, BpEMEHAMH, Jpy’KecKue oTHoueHus ¢ KrneBoM. AKTHBHO pa3BUBAIIUCH
TOPTOBBIE KOHTAKThl. TeCHbIE CBS3U CIOXKHINCH MEXKAY JEIOBBIMH KpYramu
[IpunnectpoBbst u Opecckoit obmactu. CrpaTernueckoe 3HAUEHHE IS
[IpunnectpoBbst mpuobpen OjeccKuil MOpT, 4epe3 KOTOPHIH Belach aKTUBHAS
TOPrOBJIsL CO CTpaHaMU EBpONBI M IpyrUMU peruoHamMu Mupa. Be€ 3To no3Bossiio
[IpunHecTpoBCKOMY aHKJIABY MOJAEPKUBATh OoJiee-MeHee HOPMAaJbHBIN yPOBEHb
KU3HHU, peIlIaTh HACYIIHBIE 33Jadd DKOHOMHYECKOTO PAa3BUTHA W BBINOIHATH
COIMalIbHBIE 0053aTENBCTBA TIEpe]] HACEIICHUEM.

ITocne Hayaga pPOCCHICKO-YKPAMHCKOTO BOOPY:KEHHOTO KOHQIMKTA
CHTYaIust H3MEHHUIACK

C depamns 2022 rona [IpuaHecTpoBbe PakTUUECCKH HAXOAUTCS B OIOKALE.
Bocrounas rpanumna Pecrrydonukn MonmmoBa ¢ YKpanHOH, KOTopas OJHOBPEMEHHO
SIBJISIETCS M TpaHWIled HEMpU3HAHHON [IpuaHEeCTpOBCKOM pecITyOMKH, 3aKphITa.
OKCHOPT NPOOYKUMH TNPOMBINUIEHHBIX mpeanpustuii IlpuaHecTpoBbs Tenepb
peanusyercs yepes npaBodepexxHyro MonznoBy. B oOpaTHyro cTopoHy IOCTyHaroT
BCE, WM IIOYTH BCE, HEOOXOANMBIE TOBAPHI.

I'panuma ¢ Ykpaunoii He mpocto 3akpsita. B 2023 r. ykpawHCKIe BOCHHBIE
e YyKpelmwIM B BOGHHOM OTHOIIGHMHM IpH IOMOIIM (POpTH(PHUKALNOHHBIX
coopyxkenuit’. Kasamoch Obl, Temeph €CTh BCE YCJIOBHS S TIPUHYKICHHS
[IpuoHecTpoBbS K MUPHBIM I1€peroBopam 1o cueHapuro Kummnesa, 1100 BooOme
- K KanuTYJISALUN.

OcoOeHHO  y4aCTHJIMCh  PasrOBOpbl O  MEPCIEKTHBAaX  PELICHUS
MPUIHECTPOBCKOrO KOHGUIMKTA Ha ycioBusx KuimmuéBa, mocie OKOHUYATEIbHOH
JMUKBHUIAIINA  CaMOIPOBO3TIAMIEHHOW Henmpu3HaHHOW Haropro-Kapabaxckoit
pecryonmuku B ceHTs0pe 2023 roma u mocie maneHus pexuma bamapa Acama B

1 ABTOp HCHONB3yeT TEPMUH «BOOPYXKEHHbIH KOH(IHKT» MpEXAe BCEro MOTOMY, YTO
CTOPOHBI TaK W HE OOBSBIUIN BOMHBI Opyr Apyry. Poccus Ha3bBaeT BOSHHBIC IEHCTBUS
«CnenmansHolt BoeHHOU omepanueit» (CBO), YkpamHa — «pOCCHIICKOH arpeccuei,
BTOPXKCHUCM, HAIIAICHUECM)).

2 Vkpauna cmpoum gpopmugpuxayuoniwie coopycenus na 2panuye ¢ Mondoeoii uz-3a
Tpuonecmposws, https://point.md/ru/novosti/politika/ukraina-stroit-fortifikatsionnye-
sooruzheniia-na-granitse-s-moldovoi-iz-za-pridnestrov-ia/ (10.12.2024)
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Cupun B nexabpe 2024 rona. HekoTopbIx MONTUTHKOB Ha YKpauHe u B MoigaBuu
9TH COOBITHA CIOABUIIIM HA TO, YTOOBI MPOBeCTH mapauienu ¢ [IpuaHecTpoBbeM,
rJie, SKOOBI, MOKHO TIOBTOPUTH TAKOH K€ ClleHapHii’,

Kak Ol To Hu ObUIO, [IpHIHECTpOBBE celiuac HAXOAMTCS B CIIOKHOM
nosioxkeHur. C ONHOM CTOPOHBI BJIACTH B MpaBoOepekHON MoJgoBe mpepBaiu
KOHTaKThl B TIEPEroBOpHOM ¢opmare 5+2, OJOKUPYIOT JOCTYIH B PErHOH
HEKOTOphIX BHAOB ToBapoB. C napyroil cropoHsl KueB HepBupyer ToO
o0cTosITenbeTBO, uTo Beero B 100 KuioMerpax OT eIMHCTBEHHOT'O OCTaBIIErOCs y
VYkpaunel mopta Ha UY€pHomM wmope — Opjecchl — pacmoiioKeH NyCcTh U
HEMHOT'OYHCIIEHHBIN (BCErO OKOJIO JIBYX THICSY BOGHHOCTYXKAIIMX), HO BCE XKe
BOOPYXEHHBIN KOHTUHTEHT Poccuiickoii apmuu. M B1oOGaBOK K 3TOMY, CHIIOBBIE
CTpYyKTYpHI IIpraHecTpoBbs, KOTOPbIE HACUUTHIBAIOT OKOJIO 15 THICSY YeToBeK.

3akoHOMEpEH BOMPOC, Kak Ha BCE 3T0 pearupyer Mocksa? Kak MeHsercs
nosurusi Poccin B OTHOMIEHWM TPHAHECTPOBCKOW Tpoliembl?  KakoBbl
BO3MOXHBIE JeWicTBua Kpemnss B ciydae 00oCTpeHHST OOCTAaHOBKH BOKPYT
[IpunnecTpoBbs?

Boennasi peajJibHOCTH ONIPOKHUHYJIA BCe MJIAHBI

Poccutickuii ['eHepanpHBIM mTa0 3aIUTAHUPOBAT BOSCHHYIO OIEpaIlio B
2022 Ttomy, ommpasch Ha ombIT mnpucoenuHeHus Kpeima B 2014 Tomy.
[Ipenmnonaraaock, YTO BOCTOYHBIC U FOXKHBIC 00JAaCTH Y KPauHbI OBICTPO MeperayT
noj, KOHTpoib Poccuu, TouHO Tak, kak M KpeimMckuil momyoctpoB. HMeHHO
[IO3TOMY apMUsl BTOp>KEHHs HacyuThIBana Bcero 160 Teicay denoBek. PeanmsHOCTH
OIPOKHHYIJIA BCE ITH pacyeThl. BBICTPO BBISICHIIOCH, 9TO HE Tonbko BCY, HO U
3HAYNTENbHAS YaCTh MECTHOTO HACENIEHUSI HACTPOEHa BPaXkIeOHO MO OTHOIIECHUIO
K POCCHHCKAM BOEHHOCTYKamuM. HecMoTpst Ha TO, 9TO B 3TUX OONACTSIX PYCCKUI
SI3BIK  SIBIISIETCSI HanOoliee paclpoCTpAaHEeHHBIM K OONbIIas 4YacTh HACEIEHUs
SIBJIICTCSI STHUYECKUM PYCCKUMH.

BoenHoe u momuTuyeckoe pyKOBOACTBO Poccuu NOMyCTHNO CepbE3HBII
MpOocYET. YiKe Mociie Havajla BOGHHOH Olepanyy MPUIIIOCh CPOYHO MEHSTH BECh
CTpaTerHYeCKUi IIJIAH: OCTABIATH YACTh B3ATHIX TEPPUTOPHH, YXOIUTH H3-TIO
Kuesa, XappkoBa, XepcoHa U MPOBOANUTH YACTUIHYIO MOOHITU3AIIHIO.

B cBow ouepenp, ONpaBUBIIKMCH OT IEPBOrO IIOKA, YKpauHa JIETOM-
oceHbto 2023 roma mpoBena MIMPOKOMACIITAOHOE KOHTPHACTYILIGHHE, KOTOPOe
MIPECIIEeIOBANIO0 IIEIh PACCEKAIIUM YAapoM Ha MENHTONoNb pa3pe3aTh JIMHUIO

L Dke-munucmp oboponvt Mondoswt npeonoxcun auxeuduposams IIMP no npumepy
Hazopnozo Kapabaxa, https://www.ritmeurasia.ru/news--2023-10-01--eks-ministr-
oborony-moldovy-predlozhil-likvidirovat-pmr-po-primeru-nagornogo-karabaha-69001
(10.12.2024)
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06OpOHBI PYCCKUX BOIMCK HA JIBE YacTH, BBIHTH K KpbiMy u A30BcKOMY Mopiol.
OcHoBHOI pacyer ObLT1 caenaH Ha OoeBylo TexHuKy (tanku, BTII, BMII),
nojy4eHHsbIe oT cTpaH O1oka HATO.

Hacrynnenue 3aBepumiiock 6e3pe3yabTaTHO. XOTsI YKPAUHCKHUE CTPaTeru
ObUTH yBepeHbI, uTo mocie Heyaad 2022 roga pycckas apMusi OTKaTUTCs Haszall.
Haubonee ontumuctuuneie skcrieptel u CMM  mpenckassiBamy  yCHemHoe
MpOABUKEHUE HA TeppuToputo Poccun, u naxke napaj B Mockse?.

Kak 310 mouTH Bcerjja ObIBaeT B MCTOPUH, peabHbIe COOBITUS HA TIOJIEe 00s
BBIHYAWJIU CTOPOHBI M3MCHUTHL CBOW NOAXOABI K BOMHE. HOHTOpa roga BOCHHBIC
JICUCTBUSL Pa3BUBAIOTCA IO CIIEHAPUIO 3aTSXKHOWM BOEHHOW KaMmmaHuu. Poccus
HapaluBaeT BOEHHOE MPOM3BOJICTBO, MCIIOIb3YET HOBBIE BHJIbI BOOPY)KEHUH, HO
HE TPOBOJIUT MOOMIM3anni0. MOCKBa PacCUUTHIBACT MAIBIMUA CHIIAMH HCTOIIUTh
BOGHHBIE M AKOHOMHYECKHE PEecypchl YKpawHbI M, TaKUM 00pa3oM, JOOUTHCS
nobenpl. XOTs JIO CHX TIOp BOGHHOE W TOJIMTHYECKOe PYKOBOJCTBO Poccum He
0003HAYMIIO TOYHO, KaK MMEHHO OyIeT BBINISIICTh Takas modema? Bc€ uro mo
3TOMY TMOBOJY CKa3aHO — <«JIEMUJIMTApU3AIMI» U «JIeHAIU(PUKAIND) YKpaHbl —
HE pacKpbIBaeT CyTh 3aMmbicia. VM, riaBHOe, HE OTBEYaeT Ha BOIPOC: KaKUE
KOHKpeTHble pyOeX W ¥ TpaHWIBl TPEANOoNiaraeTcs WM TUIAHHPYETCS 3aHATh,
pexie 4em OyaeT oOBsBIICHO O TTobere.

KueB mo-mpexxnemy paccunThiBaeT Ha Mmomors 3amnana. O4eBHIHO, YTO
0e3 JTOM momAep kKW YKpawHa Jgonro He mpoaepkutrcs. BCY ucmbIThIBaeT
HEXBaTKy JIMYHOTO cocTaBa. U 37eck cka3pIBaeTcsi TO OOCTOSATENBCTBO, YTO CPENn
OeXXeHIIeB, KOTOpbIe TIOKUHYIN Y KpauHy (0KojI0 7 MHJUTHOHOB B cTpanax EC u 2,5
B Poccum), HaxoauTCs TOBOJIBHO OOJBIIIOE YHCIIO BOCHHOOOA3aHHBIX, KOTOPhIE HE
XOTAT OBITh MoOOWIM30BaHHBIMH. I[lomomp ot Omoka HATO neiictBuTensHO
MIOMOTAeT CAEPKMBAaTh HATHUCK pycckuX. Ho He maer KakoW-1uOO0 MepCreKTHBBI
OJIarONOIYYHOr0 MCXO0/Ia BOWHEI IJIs1 Y KPaWHBI.

Pympians B 11o0anpHOM NPOTHBOCTOSHUM 3amana u BocToka 3aHmMaer
ocoboe mecro. Kak umen 610oka HATO oHa mpukphIBaeT ero FOKHBIA (pranr u
yacTh akBaTopuu YepHoro mops. Kak crpana, rpanuyamias ¢ YkpauHoi, Pymbiaus
SIBIIICTCSI BaXXKHBIM 3BEHOM JIOTHCTHYECKOW CHCTEMBI OpraHW3aIllid ITOMOIIU
VYkpaune.

! Ukraine Counteroffensive Us Planning Russia War,
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/04/ukraine-counteroffensive-us-planning-
russia-war/ (10.12.2024)

2 Julian E. Barnes, Eric Shmitt, Adam Entous, and Thomas Glibbons-Neff, Ukraine’s
Spring Offensive Comes with Immense Stakes for Future of the War,
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/24/us/politics/ukraine-russia-war-spring-offensive.html
(10.12.2024)

60


https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/04/ukraine-counteroffensive-us-planning-russia-war/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/12/04/ukraine-counteroffensive-us-planning-russia-war/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/04/24/us/politics/ukraine-russia-war-spring-offensive.html

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

IMo3uuus IlpuanecTpoBbs

HeBo3MokHO oTpuniaTh TOT QakT, uto [IpuaHecTpoBbe 3aHUMAET BaKHOE
CTpaTernyeckoe MonokeHue. [IOMUMO pPOCCHICKOrO BOEHHOIO KOHTHWHIEHTA
(OI'PB — OmnepaTtuBHas Ipymia pocCHICKUX BOICK) U MUPOTBOpUYecKuXx cuil PO, B
[IpunnectpoBbe mpokuBaeT okoio 250 Teicsu rpaxkaaH Poccum u3z 455 Thicsu
BCEro COCTaBa HAceleHHsd. 3]ech HaXOAWUTCS BOEHHBIM a’ponpoM (psaoM ¢
Tupacnonem) M crpaTerudyeckuil ckiaja OoenpunacoB BOIM3u T. PpiOHMIA, Ha
KOoTOpoM xpaHuTcs 21.500 THICSYM TOHH CHAPA0B, MUH, HAaTPoHOB, paker PC30."

Hecmorpst Ha  He3HauyWTeNbHOE YHCIO  POCCHICKOIO  BOEHHOTO
KOHTHHI'€HTa, €r0 MOTEHINaJ K COIPOTUBIICHUIO HE CIIeyeT HenooleHuBath. [lpu
HEOOXOJJMMOCTH BJIACTH PErMOHa MOTYT TPOBECTH MoOmiIu3anuio. Heobxoaumo
0c000 OTMETHTh, YTO MECTHOE HacelleHHe HEeIIOX0 MOTHBHPOBAHO Ha
BOOPYXEHHYIO OOpbOy Ui 3alUTHl CBOEH TEPPUTOPUH M 00pasza KU3HHU. 31eCh
JIFOJIM XOPOIIO TIOHUMAIOT, YTO B CiIydae 00OCTpeHUs OOCTaHOBKM WM HE Ha KOTO
paccuMThIBaThH, KpOME Kak H camux cebsi, 1 Ha Poccuto.

C camoro Havasa KOH(IMKTA HA YKpauHe Biaactu [IpumHecTpoBbs 3aHSIN
MpeAenbHO TparMaTHYHyIO TO3uIMo0. Bce odunmanbHble 3asBiieHHS ObUIH
BbIIEPKaHbl B MHUPOIIOOMBOM nyxe. IIOMBITKM MECTHBIX paAMKaJbHBIX IPYII
MIPOBECTH ITyOIMIHBIC aKITUU B TTOAIEPIKKY POCCHICKONH BOCHHOW OIEpariuy ObLIH
cpa3zy mpeceueHbl. OIHOBPEMEHHO PYKOBOJCTBO PErHMOHa BpeMs OT BpPEMEHHU
npeagaraer BO30OHOBUTh Juaysor Mexnay Tupacnonem u KummHeBom amst
peLIeHUs TEKYILUX YKOHOMUYECKUX 3a]au.

Ha wantmatuser Tupacnons KummaeB otkmukHysncs B 2023 u 2024 rr. B
3TOT neproz ObUIM MPOBENEHBI paboune BCTPEUN Ha YPOBHE YHHOBHUKOB CpEAHEH
PYKH, KOTOpbl€ IO3BOJMJIM HANaJUTh BOIPOCHl 3KCIOPTAa IPOMBIIUICHHON
nponykuuu u3 IIpunaectposbs B crpanbl EC 1 BBO3 IpOJOBOIBCTBEHHBIX M MHBIX
TOBapoB B peruoH. lloxkanyif, caMbIM Ba)KHBIM OBLIO yperyJaupOBaHHUs BOIPOCA O
rmocTaBKax poccuiickoro raza Ha MonmaBckyto ['POC, koTopas HaxomuTcs Toj
KoHTpoJeM Tupacmons.

3mecs chopMmMupoBamach CIOKHAS ~ B3aMMO3aBHCHMOCTh:  KwuimmHeB
coryalaercs OTAaBaTh CBOK JOdI0 raza Ha Mongasckyto ['POC. B3amen orryna
MOCTYNAeT 3JIEKTPOIHEPTUs B NpaBoOEpekHYI0 MONIOBY, KOTOpas MOKPBIBAET
okoio 80 TpOIeHTOB moTpeOHOCTel cTpaHbl. KOHTpakT Ha TOCTaBKM ra3a M3
Poccun uwepes Tepputopuro YkpamHel uctekaer 1 sHBaps 2025 ropa.
JloroBopeHHOCTEN O MPOUIEHMH KOHTPAKTa IoKa HeT. B 3Toil cBsA3u Habmomaercs
nerkas nmanuka B Kummuese. OnHaKo ecTh OCHOBaHMsI IojaraTh, YTO BOIPOC C
ra3oM OyneT Bce-Takd peméH O0JaromnoiydHo. YKpauHa 3aMHTEPECOBaHA B TOM,
yro0sl MongaBckass I'POC pabortana B MOJHYIO CHIy, NOTOMY YTO BpeMsl OT

! Unimedia, “Comoara” detinutd de Rusia in Transnistria: Cel mai mare depozit de
munitii din Europa, https://unimedia.info/ro/news/e056549f8b6fd829/comoara-detinuta-de-
rusia-in-transnistria-cel-mai-mare-depozit-de-munitii-din-europa.html (10.12.2024)
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BpeMeHH, 1o npocsde Kuesa, [IpuanectpoBbe mepenaet onpeneneHHbIe 00bEMbI
anekTposHeprun B Ojecckylo o0nacTb W Jpyrue obmacTy YKpauHbl, e e€
KaTacTpo(MUECKH He XBaTaeT M3-3a PaKeTHBIX yAapoB Poccru Mo sHepreTHiecKum
o0BbeKTaMm.

HecMotpst Ha Takyro HIUIIMYECKYIO KAPTUHY, HET COMHEHUH B TOM, YTO B
poccuiickom ['eHepanbHOM IITa0C €CTh BOCHHBIM IIAaH Ha CJy4aidl BHE3AITHOIO
obocTpenust cutyaluu BOKpyr [IpuaHecTpoBbsi. MOXHO MNPEIIONOKUTh, YTO
Takasi BO€HHas omepauuss Poccuu mnpegycMaTpuBaeT BBICAJKY BO3AYILIHOIO
necanta B Twupacnone, mocne mnopasineHus cucteM [IBO VYkpaunsl. Henp3s
WCKJII0YaTh U BapUaHT BBICAJKH MOPCKOTO JlecaHTa B paiioHe ropoaa Oneccl.

Koneuno e, ectb cBoii tuian u y ['enepansHoro mrada BCY. VYcmemnoe
HACTYyIUIeHHEe B aBrycTe — ceHTsi0pe 2022 roja, B pe3yiabTaTe KOTOPOro Oblia
ocBoOOXIeHa XapbKOBCKasi 00J1acTh, B3IT XepcoH, M3tom, KynsHck, HekoTopbie
JpyrHe TopoJia BIOXHOBWIM pykoBoacTBO BCY Ha opaboTKy BOGHHOrO IIaHa B
OTHOIIICHUH HpI/I}IHeCTpOBBH. Ecmm paHbLIC OH HOCHII IMPEBEHTUBHO-
00OpPOHHUTENBHBIN XapakTep, TO Telepb CTaBUJI Tepen co00i Iep3Kne HEeNu: 3aXBaT
Tupacnonst, PeIOHAIIBEI 1 BOGHHBIX CKJIAJIOB B C. Konbacua®.

PykoBonctBo PM BhICTylaer pemudTesibHO MPOTUB 3THX IuiaHoB. [lo
HeopuuansbHeiM MaHHBIM B. 3emenckuwit m mnpencraButenu CHBO (Coser
HallMOHAJIbHON Oe30macHOCTH W O0OpOHBI YKpawHBI) 3allpallliBaidi MHCHHE
pykoBoacTBa MONZOBEI Ha OTOT CYET M TONYYHJIH PEUNINTENbHBINA OTKa3.
[lomoOubie pmelicTBUS O3Ha4yand Obl, TIPEXOE BCEro, HE JIMKBHIAIUIO
CermapaTHCTCKOTO aHKJIaBa Ha TeppuTopuu Pecrybnmku MongoBa, a BTOp)KEHHE,
HapylleHUE CYyBEPEHUTETA U HEUTPAIBHOIO CTaTyca, U BTsruBaHue PM B BOEHHBIN
koH(MIUKT YKpamHbl ¢ Poccmeil. PuCK Takoro BTOp)KEHHS OCTAaeTCs BECbMa
BBICOKUM U ceifyac.

Bapuantsl Kumunena

B KummbHeBe HET HUKAKMX WUIIO3UH OTHOCHTEIBHO HACTPOCHUI
Tupacrions u MmecTHOro HaceneHus. Tam kayT modensr Poccuu B IpOTHBOCTOSTHUHT
¢ YkpauHO# m 3amamoM, ju00, B KpallHEM ciydae, TAaKOro MHpa, KOTOPHIH OBl
COXpaHMJ B HENPHUKOCHOBEHHOCTH HBbIHEIIHee moyiokeHue llpuanecTpoBbs u
BOCCTaHOBHJI IpsiMoe coodiienne ¢ Poccuelt, KoTopoe cerofns nmpepBaHo.

B or1oii cBsa3m B pykoBoacTBE MONJIOBEI HEKOTOPBIE MPEACTaBUTENN
MpaBALIed NapTHH CYUTAIOT, YTO UMEHHO ceifuac, korna «Poccus nanexoy», caMblit
MOAXOIAIINN MOMEHT JUIl «MUPHOTO PELISHUS! MPUAHECTPOBCKOrO KOH(MIMKTay -
cBOMMH cuiamu, J1ubo npu nomoum Ykpauasl 1 HATO. Ilpu stom ocobo He
CKpBIBAa€TCsI, YTO pedb MAET O CHIIOBOM BapHaHTE pEIICHHs KOH(IUKTA, eciu

Y JTna saxeama Ipudnecmpoevs Yipaune nonadobumocs 200 moicay uenogex,
https://imww.mk.ru/politics/2022/04/27/dlya-zakhvata-pridnestrovya-ukraine-ponadobitsya-
200-000-chelovek.html (10.12.2024)
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Tupacnons He COTNACHTCS KamMTYIMpoBaTh Ha ycraoBusx Kummmesa'. Pamee
OPUBOAWIM B TpUMEp JUKBUAAIMIO Henpu3HanHOH Haropuo-Kapabaxckoit
peciyonnku. Ceitdac k 3ToMy nobaBuiach UCTOpHS NajeHus pexuma b. Acana, n
paspylIieHHs CHPUHCKOro rocy1apcTBa.

CTOpOHHUKM paJMKaIbHOTO ClieHapusl yBepeHbl, uTo Poccust ceppé3Ho
ociabieHa B MpOIeCCe MPOTUBOCTOSHUSA ¢ YKpauHoi U 3anazoM. OHM CUMTAIOT,
YyTO0 €€ OKOHOMHKAa WCTOIEHa CaHKUIMAMH, YpPOBEHb BOEHHO-TEXHHYECKOTO
OCHAIIICHUS BOOPY)KEHHBIX cuil Oe3HanéxHO orcTan ot ypoHs HATO, a pexum
Binactu B. IlytuHa nepxutcs w3 nocinegHux cuil. WM naHHas cuTyalusi, Mo,
HPENOCTABISAET YHUKAJIBHBII maHc’. IIpu 3TOM TyT € BBICKA3bIBACTCS HAJESKIA
Ha nioMo1ns Pymberann u 6moka HATO.

Onnako, momuMo Qaxrtopa Poccum ecTb OMHO cephE3HOE MPEISTCTBHE.
Tema yuacTuss B BOGHHBIX JCHCTBUSAX B TOH WM MHOH Qopme, abCOIIOTHO
HenonynmsipHa B PecmyOnmmke Momngosa. llocnenauii conmonorudeckuii ormpoc,
MPOBEJICHHON  KaMIlaHHUEeu IMAS  (mupekrop —  Hopy  Ilerpyum)
MPOAEMOHCTPUPOBAN, YTO 64 TIPOIEHTa PECIOHAEHTOB  MOIJIEPKUBAET
HeliTpasbHEI CTaTyc rocyaapcTpa’.

CoBepIICHHO HEOXHIAaHHBIM 00pa3oM TeMa OTHomeHus Poccum K
[IpugHecTpoBBio mposiBWIAch Mo wroram Bu3uTa B Cankr-IletepOypr ObIBIIErO
MmuHHCTpa dHEepreTukd PM Bukropa [lapmmkoBa. OH, B 4acTHOCTH 3asBUJ, YTO
Poccus m3mennna otHomieHne K peunony: «llpuaaectpoBbe yxxe He Taly, Kak 3TO
OBIIO paHbIIe. .. »",

Ora nHbopMaIus TakKe MOOYAWIIA MENBIH P MOIUTHKOB, YKCIEPTOB H
HaOmoIaTeNell MpennoaoKuTh, 9To Poccusi Ha caMoM Jene Tenepb MO-HHOMY
paccMatpuBaeT IIpuaHecTpoBbE U CBOE BOEHHOE MPUCYTCTBUE TaM. M 4TO B 3TOM
CBSI3H, ICHCTBUTENHHO, €CTh ONPEAEICHHBIN MAaHC HA MHUPHYIO HWHTETrpaIyio —
«mepenauy koHtponst Haxa [IpuanectpoBsem KummnéBy». Ilo kpaline Mmepe, kak
MIpeanoaraiy dKCIepPThl, eCTh MEepCIeKTHBa MPophIiBa B Auanore ¢ MockBo# 1Mo
3T0i1 IIpoGIEMe’.

OmnacHble 320.1y:K1eHUS

! Bu1 6ce cenapamucmul. Kuwunes cmpoum naanst sepuyms Ipuonecmposve,
https://news.ru/cis/vy-vse-separatisty-kishinev-stroit-plany-vernut-pridnestrove/
(10.12.2024)

2 Becepia aBTOpA C IKCIEPTOM

3 Msanna Kocruna, 64% oicumeneti Mondogwl ebicmynaem 3a Helmpaiumem cmpanbvl, 3a
espounmezpayuro moavko 38%,
https://www.eurointegration.com.ua/rus/news/2024/12/4/7199936/ (10.12.2024)
4 Hapﬂukoe.' Mbl BUOUM UBMEHEHUS. NOJIUMUYECKO20 OMHOWIEHUA,
http://mww.evedomosti.md/news/parlikov-my-vidim-izmeneniya-politicheskogo-
otnosheniya (10.12.2024)

5 Becena aBTOpa ¢ OBIBIIMM JenyTatoM PM
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Takum oOpa3om, k koHily 2024 rosa y ONpeiereHHON YacTH PYKOBOJICTBA
Pecnybnuku MongoBa ¥ TOIMTHYECKOTO Kiacca CIOXKHIOCH HMCKaXEHHOE
npencrasiieHue o nosuuuu Poccum B otHomenuu IlpuaHectpoBes. B kpaTkom
W3JI0’KEHUH OHH CBOJASATCS K CIETYIOLIEMY.

1. Poccust ocnabiia ¥ BBIHYXKJICHA MEHSTh IOIXOJbl K MPUIHECTPOBCKON
npobieme.

2. MexayHapoaHble CAaHKIUM W HEyAaud Ha POCCHUUCKO-YKPAMHCKOM
¢dporTe MoOY)aar0T MOCKBY paccMaTpuBaTh [IpuIHECTPOBbE KaK HEKUIl «aKTHBY,
KOTOPBIH MOXHO BBITOJTHO «CIIATh.

3. OtcyrctBue mpsimoit  cBsisu  Poccun ¢ IlpumHecTpoBheM U
reorpaduyeckoe MONOKEHUE pPErvoHa TI03BOJSIET PACCUUTHIBATH HA «MHPHYIO
WHTErpaluio ¢ mpaBodepexHoi MoaaoBoii».

4. B ciygae OCIIO)KHEHUS TaKOH «MHPHOW MHTerpaunny KummHéB Moxer
[IOJIYYUTh BOCHHYIO ITOIJIEPKKY YKpauHbl U PyMbIHUN.

Ha camom JC€JIC BBIIMICU3JIOKCHHAsIT MIO3HUIHUSA ABJISACTCI  OIIACHBIM
3a0Ty’KI€HUEM 1 BBIIAET JKEIaeMoe 3a IEUCTBUTEIBHOE.

Bo-mepBeix, Poccuss BoBce He ocmaOneHa caHKuusIMH. biaromaps
nomnepxkke crpad CHI', Asum u bmmkaero Boctoka Poccust ycmenmmHo 00xomuT
CaHKIMU M JUBEpPCUGUIMPYET CBOIO HKOHOMHUKY. JlOKa3aTElnbCTBOM UYEMY
SIBIISIETCS HEMPEPBIBHBIM HKOHOMUYECKUM POCT, BBICOKHI YpOBEHb MH3HU B
Poccnn u, Hampumep, BBIXOX KammaHuu «l'a3mpoM» Ha IeEpBBIE MO3HIHHA II0
nocTaBkaM rasa B crpansl EC B cenTaope 2024 roma’.

Bo-BTOpBIX, B BOGHHOM OTHOIIEHHH OOCTaHOBKA Ha (JPOHTE CKIIAIBIBACTCS
B Nonb3y Poccum. Yike okomo roma pycckas apMHs MEUIEHHO, HO HEYKIOHHO
HacTtynaer. [Ipn aToM B Poccnm 5KOHOMHKA He IepeBe/icHa Ha BOCHHBIE PENIbCHl U
He mpoBouTcs Mobunusanusa. B To ke Bpems Poccus mponemoHcTpupoBana psin
BHJIOB HOBOM BOSHHOW TEXHUKH (paKeThl, OOempHuIacel, 00eBast TEXHUKA), KOTopas
He nMeeT aHajoros B Ooke HATO.

B-tpersux, Poccus mHukorma we Oymer paccMartpuBath llpmaHectpoBbe,
KaK TEPPUTOPHIO, KOTOPYIO MOXKHO BBITOJHO «CHaTh» B OOMEH Ha Kakue-I1100
YCTYIKH CO CTOPOHBI 3amaja, HapumMep, OTMeHy caHkuui. [IpumHecTpoBee — He
Cupus. llogoOHble aHamorum coBepIIeHHO HeyMecTHB. B IIpumHectpoBbe
NpoXuBalOT rpaxigaHe Poccun. bBonblIMHCTBO — kWTeneld  HENpU3HAHHOU
peciiyOJIuKN  TOJUIEP>KUBAET YCTAHOBJICHHWE TECHBIX OTHOIIEHHH ¢ Poccueit.
[loreps IlpugnecTpoBbs, U TeM Ooiiee e€ro «caada» B OOMEH Ha KakKHe-TO
MU(HUYECKHE YCTYNKH, NPUBENET K HENONpPaBUMOMY yuiepOy sl penyTauuu
Poccun, kak MUpoBOil mepxaBbl, 1 UMUKY JuuHO B. IlyTuHa, kak «cobupatens
PYCCKHX 3€MENb», KOTOPBIM OH, CYZs IT0 BCEMY — TOPOXKUT.

! Anexcannp Pomxkepc, Poccus cmana udepom nocmasox 2asa 6 EC, saxanuusaemcs
akcnopm 2asa uepes Yxpauny, https://life.ru/p/1705010 (10.12.2024)
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I'maBnoe:  IIpupHecTpoBbE  SIBISETCA  YacCTblO  ITOCTCOBETCKOIO
[IPOCTPAHCTBA, KOTOpoe MoOCKBa paccMaTpUBaeT KaK 30HY CBOHUX JKM3HEHHO
BAXHBIX HHTepecoB. Kpemib TOTOB OTCTauBaTh 3[1€Cb CBOU HHTEPECHl BCEMHU
BO3MOYKHBIMH CIIOCOOaMH, B TOM YHCJIE U BOCHHOH CHIION. TOYHO Tak ke, KaK Ha
Ykpaune.

[lmaHbl BOEHHOTO pEIICHUS MPUAHECTPOBCKOIO0 KOH(IMKTA SIBISIOTCS
aBaHTIOPOH, KOTOpasi CIIOCOOHA BTSHYTh B BOGHHOE TIPOTUBOCTOsIHUE ¢ Poccueit He
ToNbKO MomnoBy, HO 1 PymbiHuio. COOTBETCTBYET JIM TO MHTEPECAM HACEIIEHUS —
BOIIPOC PUTOPUUECKUI.

Bwmecte ¢ Tem, HecMOTpsl Ha BpakJeOHbIe OTHOLIEHUS MeXTy MOCKBOH U
KummnaeBoMm, Poccus He oTkaszaiach OT CBOEH IPEKHEH MO3UIIMH OTHOCHUTEIBHO
COXpaHEHMS TEPPUTOPUATIBHON LEINOCTHOCTH MOJIJOBBl U CUUTAET JEUCTBYIOLIUM
neperoBopHsIid hopmar 5+2.

3aka0uenue

CeroaHst HUKOMY He HYXHO JIOKa3bIBaTh, YTO MUPPOBAst HCTOPHSA BOILIA B
CIIOKHBIM M TIPONOJDKUTENIBHBIA IEPUOA CMEHbl MHUPOBOI'O IOPSIKA, KOTOPBIN
cloxuiica mnociae Brtopoil MupOBOM BOWHBI Ha OCHOBE JIOTOBOPEHHOCTEH,
JIOCTUTHYTBIX CTpaHaMHU aHTUTUTIEpOBCKOM koanuuuu B SAnte u Ilorcname.
[TepBeIif mar Ha MyTH CJIOMa 3TOr0 MUponopsaka O6sut caenad B 2008 romy, koraa
Obula mnpu3HaHa He3aBUCUMOCTh cepOckoro Kpas KocoBo u 3akperuieHo
HacWJIbCTBEHHOE pacwieHeHue OrocnaBuu. 3ateM mocienoBajia Tak Ha3blBacMas
«apaOckas BecHa», KOTopasl IIOTpsiciia ceBep ah)pMKaHCKOr0 KOHTMHEHTA U CTPaHbl
brmmxaero Bocroka. B 2022 romy Hawancs BOOPYKEHHBIH KOH(MDIMKT MEXITy
Poccueit 1 YkpauHo#.

B MexnyHapoaHBIX OTHOLIEHHUSIX B03001a1as (PakTop BOGHHOM CHIIBI, KaK
€IMHCTBEHHOT'O CPEJCTBA Pa3pelieHus] KOH(IMKTOB U CIOPHBIX CUTYaLil MEXIY
ctpanamu. Ha ceromHsImHWN JA€Hbp LENblii psAd TOCyJapCTB HAaXomdATcs B
paspyiieHHOM coctosiHun — Hpak, Jlueus, Ykpauna, tenepp — Cupus. Kakas
CTpaHa CTaHET CIECAYIOIIEH?

OTO mepuon HCTOPUHU, KOTOPBIH, BO3MOXKHO, NMPOMIUTCA IECATKU JIET,
TpeOyer OT TMOMUTHKOB 0CO0OH OCTOPOXHOCTH, MPEAYCMOTPUTENBHOCTH U
mynpoctd. Ecnu oM, KOHEuHO, Ha 3T0 cocoOHbl. OCOOEHHO B TaKOM CIIOXKHOM
peruone, kak FOro-Bocrounas EBpomna, rie mepenienich MHTEpECHl Pa3IHUHBIX,
OONMpIIMX M MaJbIX LEHTPOB CHJIBI M JEHCTBYIOT caMble pPa3HOOOpa3HbIE
MIPOTHUBOPEYHSI.

K coxanenuro. Henmp3s CKaszaTh, YTO HBIHEIIHHE BiacTu PecmyOnuku
MonoBa COOTBETCTBYIOT TEM BBI30BaM, KOTOpBIE NPEABSIBIACT d10Xa. B oqHO 1
TO K€ BpeMsl MUHUCTP MHOCTpaHHBIX e PM Muxaii [lonimoit roBopuT o TOM, 4TO
Bnagumup IlyTH MOHMMaET TONMBKO SI3BIK CHJIBI, @ MUHUCTP 3HEPreTHKH BukTop
[apnuxoB ener B Cankr-IletepOypr Ha BcTpeuy ¢ momumHeHHBIM B. Ilytmna
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AnexceeM MumnepoM, pyKoBomuTeleM' KammaHuu «['a3mpom», HPOCHTH O
IIOCTABKAaX a3a 10 HU3KOU LIeHE.

Poccust paccMaTpuBaer BOEHHBIE NEHCTBHUS HAa YKpawHE KakK TOpPSYYIO
(aszy mporuBoctosiHus ¢ 3anagoMm. Kak 0opnOy 3a cymiectBoBanue Poccuiickoro
rocyJjapcTea M PYCCKOW NMBWIM3aUud. VIMEHHO B 3TOM NpUYMHA TOU
0’KECTOYEHHOCTH U TOTOBHOCTHU 6CCKOHG‘IHO MOBbhIIATH CTAaBKH, KOTOPLIC MBI
HaOmoaeM co croponbl Kpemist 8 2024 romy.

B. [lytuH u ero okpyxeHne cuuTaroT, 4yto 3anan ooManyn MockBy B 90-¢
Toabl, Koraa Poccus rorosa Oblia HUATHU Ha IHUPOKOEC COTPYAHHMYECTBO BO BCECX
chepax. A BMecTo 3TOro noiyuwia pacimpenue 0i1oka HATO na Boctok. Ot1o
Ype3BbIYAWHO-UyBCTBUTENbHAS M ocTpass mna Poccum tema. s Poccun
KOMIIPOMHCC B 3TOM BoOIpoce HemnpuemyieM. VIMEHHO MO3TOMY pPYKOBOJCTBO
Poccun M3MeHMIO CBOKO SIEPHYIO JOKTpHUHY. VIMEHHO NO3TOMY JE€MOHCTpUPYET
CBOM HOBBIE BU/Ibl BOOPYKEHUH.

N3menenus B mo3uimy Poccuu mo mpHIHECTPOBCKOMY KOH(JIMKTY €CTh.
Ho COBCPIICHHO HE€ TE€, Ha KOTOPBLIC PACCUUTBIBAIOT OTACIBHBLIC IIOJIMTUKH B
MonpnoBe 1 Ha YKpanHe. DTH W3MEHEHHS MPOW3OILIN B CTOPOHY Y)KECTOUEHUS
noaxo/oB. BoeHHbIE 3KCHEpTHl XOpOoIIo 3HAKT, uyTo B. IlyTuH M reHepanmuter
Poccun BemyT BOEHHBIE AEHCTBHS HETOPOIUIMBO M HE (OPCHPYIOT HACTYIUICHHE
MIOTOMY, YTO HE XOTST MOABEPraTh OONBIIOMY HANPSKEHUIO IKOHOMHUKY CTPaHBI U
HE JKENaloT BHI3BaTh HEJOBOJIBCTBO HACENEHHUSA. 3a 3TO MHOTHE TIONUTHKUA U
oTcTaBHbIC BoeHHbIE B Poccuu nonsepratot B. [lyTrHa KpuTHKe, Ipexie BCero, 3a
M3IUIIHIOI MSATKOCTh. Hampumep, oHM TpeOyIOT HaHOCHTH yAaphl MO LEHTpaM
npuHsTHsA peliennii B Kuese.

Ob6ocTtpenne curyanmuu BOKpYr llpuaHecTpoBbs, ecid Ha MUHYTY
JOITYCTUTh, YTO 3TO IPOU30UIET, BIOIHE BEPOSITHO, BBIHYIUT B. IlyTuHa u ero
OKpPY)KEHHE OTKAa3aThCS OT CHAEPKAHHOCTH W TEPEHTH K CaMBIM DPEIINTEIbHBIM
METO/JaM BEIEHUS BOCHHOM KaMIlaHWW. B 3TOM OTHOLIEHUH TI'€ONOJIUTHYECKUHN
y3en: Pymbinus - MongoBa — IlpunHecTpoBbe CHOBa, Kak 84 roma Hazal, MOXKET
CTaTh CITyCKOBBIM MEXaHH3MOM K Ha4aly MOJTHOMACIITAOHOH MUPOBOI BOWHBI.
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NICHITA SMOCHINA - BRIEF BIO-BIBLIOGRAPHY

Abstract: Nichita Smochina, originally from the outskirts of the city of
Dubasari on the bank of the Dniester, is the main personality of
Transnistrian Romanians starting with the installation of the
Bolshevik regime and until the maturity of the communist regime
in Romania.

He established and managed associations of Transnistrian
Romanians and periodical publications intended for them; wrote
books and articles about the ethno-political reality in
Transnistria; he has held administrative positions in which he
has leveraged his research expertise. He was a member of the
Romanian Academy.

Isolated and persecuted by the communist regime in Romania, he
was allowed to return to the field of research in the last years of
his life (under the conditions of the ban on the Transnistrian
subject).

His memory is in a consistent recovery process, both in the
Republic of Moldova and in Romania.

Keywords: Nichita Smochina; Transnistria; Transnistrian Romanians;
Association of Transnistrian Romanians
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Introduction

Nichita Smochina (1894 Mahala / Dubasari - 1980, Bucharest) remains the
central figure of Transnistrian Romanians when this branch of the Romanian
people went through fundamentally different and contradictory historical eras:
Tsarism, Bolshevism / Greater Romania, Romanian communism. In his evolution,
the poses of the loyal citizen, the anti-regime activist, the civil servant, the
politician, the politically ostracized, the value researcher, and the journalist
creating public opinion are intertwined, heroically and tragically at the same time.
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What unifies all these eras and roles is the representation of Transnistrian
Romanian interests, and its right to be part of a Romanian and preferably
democratic state. For this purpose, Nichita Smochind offers us scientific
knowledge, popularization, and political action.

From the start, we are obliged to insist on the fact that the “Transnistrian
Romanianity” that he described and represented does not coincide geographically
with what today we are used to identifying as “Transnistria” - that is, the separatist
region in the east of the Republic of Moldova, where, starting from 1992, an
internationally unrecognized state was established, which is in a prolonged
situation of negotiating its status with the central administration in Chisinau.
Smochind's “Transnistria” is the vast region between the Dniester and the Bug,
with extensions even further, to the extent that it is also inhabited by Romanians.
Perhaps the most accurate description of the Romanian population living in
Transnistria can be found in Nicolae M. Popp, who sums up the following groups
living in Ukraine and Russia: 1. Transnistrians proper, between the Dniester and
the Bug, autochthonous; 2. Romanian colonizations from the XIII1-XVI centuries
on the space of the old Bolohov land, in northwestern Ukraine, region Berdichev
and west of Kyiv; 3. Duca Vodd's group, scattered sporadically between the
Dniester, Bug, and Dnieper, in the region of Movilau, Bratlav, Kanev; 4. the group
of Romanians between Bug and Dnieper, with Elisabetgrad as its center (Kirovo,
then Kirovograd); 5. Cantemir's colonizations from the beginning of the 18th
century, in the Donetsk basin, southeast of Kharkiv; 6. Romanians from the north
of the Sea of Azov, from Mariupol (which between 1948-1989 was called
Zhdanov, mostly Macedonians; 7. Romanians from Crimea, around the city of
Simferopol, mostly Transylvanian shepherds; 8. Romanians from the Kuban
valley, from Ekaterinodar (Krasnodar) region.*

Biography

Nichita Smochind was born on March 14/27, 1894 in Mahala (today a
suburb of Dubdsari), in a family of wealthy peasants. His father, Parfeni Smochina,
was staroste (mayor) for 20 years in this village. The mother, Anghilina, was a
well-known Orthodox believer and had great respect for ancient traditions.?

Nikita graduated from the Russian high school in Dubasari in 1910 with a
gold medal. With the beginning of the First World War, in 1914 he was mobilized
in the Tsarist army. He was sent to the “Grand Duke Mihail Nicolaevici” officer
school in Tiflis. After graduation, with the rank of captain, he was assigned to the

! Nicolae M. Popp, Romdnii din Basarabia si Transnistria, Imprimeria Nationals,
Bucuresti, 1942; republished in Florin Rotaru (Ed.), Romdnitatea transnistriand, Semne,
Bucuresti, 1996, p. 228.

2 Ana Brdiescu, Nichita Smochind — personalitate de exceptie a poporului romdn,
“BiblioScientia”, No. 10, 2013, p. 91.
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3rd Border Guards Regiment from Tiflis (January 1915-January 1918). In its
composition, he fought on the fronts of Persia and Turkey. He was decorated with
the Ordeﬁ of the Cross “St. George” and was raised by Tsar Nicholas II among the
nobility.

After the fall of the tsarist regime, he participated (in May 1917) in the
Congress of Non-Russian Peoples of the Caucasus, which decided to grant Georgia
independence and its separation from Russia. During the debates, he asked for
facilities for Moldovans from the Caucasus: the creation of national schools
teaching in the Romanian language, based on textbooks with Latin characters; the
possibility for Romanian students to continue their studies in Bucharest, lasi or
Chisinau; the divine service to be officiated in the Romanian language. He then
went to Petrograd, where he had a meeting with Lenin. Discussing the perspective
of the Moldavians from the former empire, Lenin indicated the following: “The
Moldavians, from a cultural point of view, are far ahead of the Russians, so form
yourself into Moldavian national regiments and with bayonets in hand, conquer
and enshrine the freedom that no one has will give it as a gift to your Moldovan
people (...). You complain that you have no answer to your national problem. But |
answerzyou categorically: yes: the mother tongue, the Moldovan school, and the
press”.

In 1918, he was elected by the Romanians of the county as president of the
Zemstva (equivalent to the Romanian position of prefect), and deputy in the
Ukrainian Parliament. As a deputy, he continuously opposed Minister Vinicenco's
project of armed invasion of Bessarabia and its annexation to Ukraine. During this
time the debates of the Council of the Country were taking place in Chisinau, in
which he could not participate. After the occupation of Ukraine and Transnistria by
the Red Army, he returned home, where he found an anarchic atmosphere, in
which Bolshevik gangs killed and looted at random. Being considered an enemy
by the Bolsheviks, on December 25, 1919, he decided to cross the Prut.®

He settled in lasi, where he attended the Faculty of Law and Letters. He
was very active in student organizations. At the same time, he published articles in
the newspapers and magazines “Tribuna Romanilor de Peste Hotare”, “Calendarul
Ligii Culturale”, “Arhiva de lasi” and “Viata Basarabiei”. Collaborating with
Bessarabian Pan Halippa, he obtained financial aid, accommodation, and jobs for
refugees from Transnistria. In continuation of the local efforts, he went to the
Government of Romania, in Bucharest, to inform about the dangerous situation in
which the Romanians in Transnistria were, under the attacks and persecutions of
the Bolsheviks. In 1922, as a member of the Aid Committee for Romanians across

! Aurel Strungaru (Ed.), Nichita Smochind: O viata de apdrdator al roménilor transnistreni,
Eikon, Bucuresti, 2017, p. 19.

2 Nichita Smochini, Memorii, Editura Academiei Romane, Bucuresti, 2009, pp. 11-12.

% Ana Braiescu, Op. cit., p. 92.
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the Dniester, a memorandum was submitted to King Ferdinand (signed by
Pantelimon Halippa - president, and Nichita Smochina - secretary), which asked
for support for Transnistrian Romanian refugees, as an urgent measure being
placing their children in schools. As a result, a large number of students originally
from beyond the Dniester were enrolled for free in schools in Romania.*

In 1925, Nichita Smochina obtained the status of graduate in Philosophy
and graduate in Law. He perfected his studies in the period 1929-1930, at the
University Pedagogical Seminar of the Faculty of Letters and Philosophy in lasi
(graduated on March 29, 1930). Given the successful collaboration on Nicolae
lorga's “Neamul Romanesc”, he attracted the sympathy and strong support of his
mentor. In 1930 he obtained a doctoral scholarship at the “Sorbonne” University in
Paris, where (1930 - 1934) he developed his doctoral thesis Romanians in Soviet
Russia from its origins to the present day, obtaining the title of Doctor of Law.

In Paris, he also published several works, especially on the topic of
doctoral studies. In difficult financial conditions, and having to pay high tuition
fees, he still managed to give public lectures on the situation of the subjugated
peoples of the Soviet Union - especially the Romanians. He was present at the
debates of the League of Nations in Geneva, where he spoke (within the sixth
commission of minorities). At his proposal, in the report of the congress, the
mention was introduced: “other Romanian minorities of about 2 million who live
outside Romania's borders”. During these activities, he was noticed by Nicolae
Titulescu; the relationship then developed during a visit to Paris. There, Titulescu
advised him to be more restrained in his speeches and works that could be
interpreted as anti-Soviet.

His stay in Paris continued as a Romanian language teacher (1930-1934) at
the “Ecole pour la Propagation des Langues Etrangeres en France” within the
“Sorbonne” University. Starting in 1931, he was a member of the “Ecole
Roumaine en France”, (The Romanian School at Fontenay-aux-Roses), led by
Nicolae lorga - who provided him with accommodation there throughout his
doctoral studies and afterward.?

Back in the country, in June 1937 he was elected president of the Congress
of Transnistrian Romanians, from Chisinau. In December 1941, during the
Congress of all Moldovans in Tiraspol, he was elected president of the Moldavian
National Council. He was already in a close relationship with Marshal Antonescu's
regime, having favorable public positions and then official positions as an official.

From his memoirs, it is clear without a doubt that he admired Marshal lon
Antonescu, because “he was basically a great lover of his country and an honest
man”. He addressed the marshal's memos regarding the situation of Transnistrian
Romanians; on one of these, submitted on behalf of the Association of

! lbidem, p. 93.
2 Ibidem.
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Transnistrian Romanians, is the following resolution: “Let Mr. Smochina know
that T will do justice even with the axe!”. In calitate de consilier al maresalului a
fost prezent la toate intalnirile acestuia cu Adolf Hitler. A significant account of
the relationship between the two state leaders remains in the following account of
Smochina: at one of these meetings, Antonescu stopped Hitler from speaking with
the words “Wait, please, let me speak first as a military man and as an older man”,
then he spoke to him about Romanian rights over Transylvania for two hours. Also
from Smochind's accounts, we learn the marshal's serious reservations regarding
the Fiihrer's major strategic options: “Hitler made a big mistake, so God forbid he
wins the war! He declared war on three occult forces, invisible but very powerful:
the papacy, Jewry, and Freemasonry. It is a big mistake and no one can correct it.
The Jew could very easily attract her to his side, and after the war, he could spoil
her, but not in this way to destroy her, because it is inhumane.”*

Continuing the thread of his memaoirs, we learn that, after the end of the
war, he was also pursued by the Russians and by the Romanian communist
government, as an “enemy of the people”. For a while, he managed to hide in the
mountains, but then he was arrested, imprisoned, and tortured. His pension was
canceled, his title of honorary member of the Romanian Academy was withdrawn,
and he was denied access to the Academy Library. The communist regime ordered
the confiscation of a volume of Smochina, which sums up his articles published in
the years 1932-1933, in the magazine “Moldova Noud”. Moreover, the Soviet
ambassador in Bucharest bought all the unsold print runs of his brochure entitled
Republica Moldoveneasca a Sovietelor [The Moldavian Republic of the Soviets].

With the changes in Romania's foreign policy under the leadership of
Nicolae Ceausescu, he summoned him to a discussion. He was interested in the
boxes of documents that Nichita Smochind had prepared in the event of separate
negotiations by the Antonescu regime for Romania's exit from the war (Smochina
was to be a member of the Romanian delegation). Supervised by a security officer,
he moved to Caransebes, where he had buried the three crates. “But everything
was rotten and | cried like a child because the crates contained original Romanian
documents and unpublished statistics - Soviet secrets on Romanians from
Transnistria and across the Bug.” In the end, he was granted a pension, but not the
title of honorary member of the Romanian Academy was returned.?

Bibliography

Approximately fifty scientific works were signed by Nichita Smochina,
being printed in Romanian, French, Italian, and German. The central theme of his
studies (today we would call it “research direction”) is the existence of the

! Apud lordan Datcu, Memoriile lui Nichita Smochind, “Caiete Critice”, No. 10(276),
2010, p. 17.
2 Ibidem, p. 18.
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Romanian people from the Dniester to the Bug, confirmed by historical
documents, archaeological excavations, toponymy, and personal names, customs,
and traditions that in his time were still fundamentally intact or unaltered.*

The scientific articles remain the reference for Nichita Smochina's research
studies, in the Transnistrian problem:

>

Les Moldaves de Russie Soviétique depuis les origines jusqu’a nos jours,
[The Moldavians of Soviet Russia from the beginning to the present day],
“Moldova Noua”, No. 1, 1935;

Le Roumain en Russie Soviétique [The Romanian in Soviet Russia] “Revue
Historique de Sud-Est Européen”, XII année, No. 7-9, 1936;

Republica Moldoveneasca a Sovietelor. Studiu de drept [Moldavian
Republic of the Soviets. Law Study], “Moldova Noua”, No. 1-3, 1935, and
No. 4, 1936;

Constitutia si guvernul Republicii Moldovenesti a Sovietelor [Constitution
and Government of the Moldavian Republic of Soviets], “Cele Trei
Crisuri”, Year XVI, November-December 1935;

Aspectul national in economia Moldovei Sovietice [The National Aspect in
the Economy of Soviet Moldavia], “Moldova Nouda”, No. 1-3, 1935,
(pseudonym T. Vladica) ;

Les Roumains de Russie soviétique [Romanians from Soviet Russia],
“Moldova Noua”, No. 5, 1939;

Trecutul si prezentul romdnilor de peste Nistru [The Past and Present of
the Romanians Across the Dniester], “Moldova Noua”, Vol. V, 1939;
Vechimea ucrainenilor in Romania [The Origins of Ukrainians in
Romania], “Moldova Noua”, Vol. V, 1939, (pseudonym M. Florin);
Moscalia, folclor privitor la recrutarea moldovenilor in armata [Moscalia,
Folklore Regarding the Recruitment of Moldovans Into the Army],
“Moldova Noud”, Vol. V, 1939 (pseudonym Ciobanu-Vlaicu);
Bibliografia publicatiilor romdnesti din Rusia Sovietica pe anul 1936
[Bibliography of Romanian publications from Soviet Russia in 1936],
“Moldova Noua”, Vol. V, 1939;

Republica Moldoveneasca a Sovietelor [Moldavian Republic of the
Soviets], “Biblioteca Cunostinte Folositoare”, No. 75, 1939;

Basarabia provincie istorica ruseasca? [Bessarabia Historical Russian
Province?], “Insemniri Iesene”, Year V, No. 9/1940;

Autodeterminarea in conditia sovietica [Self-Determination in the Soviet
Condition], “Viata Basarabiei”, Year IX, No. 7-8, 1940;

Militari romani in Rusia [Romanian Soldiers in Russia], “Spiritul Militar
Modern”, No. 5 and 6, 1940;

! Ana Briiescu, Op. cit., pp. 91-92.
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» Romanii de peste Nistru [The Romanians Across the Dniester], “Spiritul

Militar Modern”, No. 1, 1941 and “Viata Basarabiei”, No. 6-7, 1941.

To obtain an image, however superficial, regarding Nichita Smochina's
other research concerns, we mention here Moldovenii din armata lui Petru cel
Mare si Carol al XII-lea [Moldavians From the Army of Peter the Great and
Charles XII], “Cercetari Istorice”, Year V, No. 1, 1929; Sur les émigrés roumains
a Paris, de 1850 a 1856 [On the Romanian Emigrants in Paris, 1850 -1856],
“Meélange de I'Ecole Roumaine en France”, Vol. XI, 1933; Elemente romdnesti in
naratiunile slave despre Viad Tepes [Romanian Elements in the Slavic Narratives
About Viad Tepes], “Moldova Noud”, Vol. V, 1939.

After his rehabilitation in the communist regime, under the conditions of
the ban on researching the Transnistrian and Bessarabian issues, he published both
in specialized magazines in the country and abroad: Unul din cele mai vechi texte
slave scrise de un roméan in sec. XI-XII [One of the Oldest Slavic Texts Written by
a Romanian in the XI-XII Centuries], “Biserica Ortodoxd Romana”, No. 11-12,
1961; O traducere romdneasca din sec. XV a Cartii “Floarea Darurilor” [A
Romanian Translation From the XVth Century of the Book “Flower of Gifts”],
“Biserica Ortodoxa Roméana”, No. 7-8, 1962; O pravila romdneasca din veacul al
XVI-lea. Pravila Sfintilor parinti dupa invatatura lui Vasile cel Mare, intocmitd de
retorul si scolasticul Lucaci in 1581 [A Romanian “Pravila” From the 16th
Century. The “Pravila” of the Holy Fathers According to the Teaching of Basil the
Great, Drawn up by the Rhetorician and Scholastic Lucaci in 1581], “Biserica
Ortodoxa Romana”, No.11-12, 1965; Semnificatia unui manuscris istoric [The
Significance of a Historical Manuscript], “Magazin Istoric”, Year IV, No. 6, 1970;
Cine a scris Evangheliarul de la Reims [Who Wrote the Reims Gospel?],
“Magazin Istoric”, Year IV, No. 6, 1970; Le Prochéiros nomos de I'empereur Basil
(867-879) et son application chez les Roumains au XIV siecle [The “Procheiros
Nomos” of Emperor Basil (867-879) and its Application to Romanians in the 14th
Century], “Institute for Balkan Studies”, Vol. 9, No. 1, Salonic, 1968;
L'application du droit roumain-byzantin chez les Roumains [The Application of
Byzantine Roman Law to Romanians], “Institute for Balkan Studies”, Vol. 12, No.
1, Salonic, 1971.

Ethnographic research was printed mostly in the newspaper “Tribuna
Romanilor Transnistreni”, but also in other popularization calendars and
publications. It refers to Holy Sunday for the Moldavians across the Dniester;
Christmas for the Moldovans across the Dniester; “Prohods” to the Moldavians
across the Dniester; The green grass among the Moldovans across the Dniester;
Epiphany among Transnistrian Romanians; From the customs of the Moldavians
across the Dniester and others.

As an editor of periodicals, Nichita Smochind coordinated the editorial
offices of the magazine “Moldova Noua” (1935-1941), the daily “Tribuna
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Romaénilor Transnistreni” (1927- 1928); the weekly “Transnistria” (1941-1942),
the journal “Cartea Moldovanului” (1943) and the daily “Moldovanul”.

As a member of a research team (in contemporary language, we would call
it “interdisciplinary”), starting in 1942, in wartime conditions, a team consisting of
Constantin Bréiloiu, Ovidiu Barlea, Anton Golopentia, Nichita Smochina,
Constantin Ionescu, Gheorghe Pavelescu, Tatiana Galuscd u.a. The organizer of
the fieldwork (“project director”) was the Cluj university professor, the ethnologist
Traian Herseni.*

A brief journey through the texts in extenso signed by Nichita Smochina,
regardless of their genre as a volume, scientific article, or journalistic article,
should retain some theories and documentary extracts with a strong
exemplification function.

Regarding the colonization of the Romanians East of the Dniester,
Smochina identifies three distinct historical periods, namely: 1. the period of Duca
Voda (17th century, when the Dniester disappeared as a border and colonization
intensified); 2. colonization during the time of Empress Catherine Il (18th century,
when the number of Romanians in Transnistria increased by a lot); 3. — the period
after 1924, unfavorable to the Romanians.?

As a thematic synthesis of Transnistrian Romanianness, the article
Romanians between Dniester and Bug (the text is in German, under the title Die
Rumanen zwischen Dnjester und Bug, followed by an Italian version), published in
“Moldova Noui”, in 1941, remains emblematic®. In the author's understanding,
Transnistria means the sum of the Dnieper-Bug and Bug-Dniester regions; they are
investigated as geographical situations, short historical news, and national and
cultural life in the Republic of Moldova. The historical chapter refers to the
Bolohov principality; the Duchy of Ukraine; New Moldova; and Zaporozhian
Cossacks. Appendices include documents and charts.

The recent realities in the Transnistrian region are inventoried in the
above-mentioned article Republica Moldoveneasca a Sovietelor (“Moldova Noua”,
No. 1, 1935), in which it presents some ordinances of administrative
reorganization and the historical rights of the Romanians in the region, going
through the eras of Darius, Burebista, Traian, of the Tatars and Russians; finally,
Some maps appear.

The reference for historical cartography is the map published by Smochina
in the appendix to the booklet Die Rumanen in Sowjetrussland [Romanians in

! Nicolae Baiesu, Observatii privind cultura populard a romdnilor de la est de Nistru, de
Bug, din nordul Caucazului, “Akademos”, No. 2(13), June 2009, p. 108.

2 Nichita Smochind, Republica Moldoveneascd a Sovietelor, “Moldova Noastrd”, No. 1,
1935, republished in Florin Rotaru (Ed.), Op. cit., p. 299.

3 N. Smochini, Die Rumé&nen zwischen Dnjester und Bug, “Moldova Noui”, No. 1-3, 1941,
pp. 5-18.
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Soviet Russia], published in lasi in 1939. Among the four Romanian ethnic groups
distributed throughout Ukraine, the most important is that of the proper
Transnistrians (indigenous for the most part, unlike the other three groups — all
colonized in different eras).

With the aim of popularization, in the form of extracts or syntheses from
his research based on historical sources, the newspaper articles remain relevant.
For example, the Romanianness of the space beyond the Dniester is thus presented
and explained in Bessarabia and the Romanians beyond the Dniester, published in
the “Universul” newspaper of July 13, 1941: “The names of the towns across the
Dniester and the surnames of the Transnistrian inhabitants show that a significant
number of Romanians left Bessarabia. Thus the village of Hlinoaia, from the
county Hotin, has its correspondence near Tiraspol, where there is a very important
cannery; the city of Dubasari with the villages of Jora; Speia, Slobozia, Topmagiu,
Goian, Molovata and many others, we find them on both banks of the Dniester.
Near Balta, much further from the Dniester, we again find villages with Romanian
names like Lapusna, whose inhabitants come from the land of L&pusna in
Bessarabia. No less, the documents tell us how in ancient times the Romanians
ruled both banks of the river from Jora to Dubasari. The owner of the town of
Thurluc was the Bessarabian Géina, etc. The connection of these brothers with the
rest of the Nation has always been maintained. From the Bessarabian cities, which
have become historical through their connections, the following are worth noting:
Hotin, which communicated with Romanians from the Camenet-Podolsk
governorate; Soroca which connected with Ticanauca; Orhei, which was connected
to Dubasari by a ford; and Tighina where connections were made with the
Transnistrians via Speia.”

Finally, in her work of folkloristic recovery and interpretation, Nichita
Smochind excels by rendering folk songs or individual poetic creations (composed
in folkloric style), dating from the 17th century. A central theme of this genre
refers to the Dniester as a “separator of brothers”, with e.g: “Nestru, Nestru, apa
blastamata, / De cand pe tini ti-am trecut / Si la Bug m-am dipartat, / Tu din mal in
mal ai crescut / $1 pi fratii nei din Moldova / Nu mai pot videa / Tot din pricina ta”
[“Dniester, Dniester, accursed water, / Since | passed you by / And | moved to the
Bug, / You grew from bank to bank / And my brothers from Moldova / | can no
longer see / All because of your”].!

Regarding the wedding of the Transnistrian Romanians, the destructive
effect of modernization in the Soviet spirit can be seen, “Today the wedding is not
done with all the pomp of other times, as | described it. Parents of young people do
not bargain so much around the dowry. Everyone works on the collective farm. As

I'N. P. Smochini, Les Moldaves de Russie Soviétique, “Moldova Noastrd”, No. 1, 1935, p.
106.
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a dowry, the girl is only given a pillow or two, so that she has a place to rest her
head. Barks, looms, walls, etc. are missing.”*

Work and memory recovery

After the collapse of the communist regimes, the recovery of Nichita
Smochina's memory followed as a natural and necessary process, happening in
parallel and equally in the Republic of Moldova and Romania, with significant
moments and aspects of the intersection of the two processes. Academic and
political factors cooperated to bring Nichita Smochina back up to date.

From the aspect of scientific research, the dominance of the “Nichita
Smochina project” was ensured, with particular professionalism, consistency and
energy, by the researcher Vadim Guzun, who published and edited three volumes
in Romania, at the Argonaut publishing house, in the years 2013-2014: Actiunea
informativa Nichita Smochind: liderul romanilor transnistreni uwrmarit de
Securitate 1952-1962 [The Informative Action Nichita Smochind: The Leader of
the Transnistrian Romanians Pursued by the Securitate 1952-1962] (Argonaut,
Cluj-Napoca, 2013); Alexandru Smochind, Care patrie? Memoriile unui subprefect
roman in Transnistria [Alexandru Smochind, Which Homeland? Memoirs of a
Romanian Subprefect in Transnistria] (Argonaut, Cluj-Napoca, 2014); Nichita
Smochina: Vox clamantis in deserto (Argonaut, Cluj-Napoca, 2014).

Mandatory to mention is the contribution of Aurel Strungaru as editor,
with the volume Nichita Smochind: O viata de apdrator al romdnilor transnistreni
[Nichita Smochina: A Life as a Defender of Transnistrian Romanians], at the
Eikon publishing house in Bucharest, in 2014. The work sums up ten parts,
entitled: Biography; Nikita Smochind, my family; Decorations; Scientific and
publishing activity; Nikita Smochind in the collective memory; Notes about Nikita
Smochind; Plea for the Romanians in the USSR; Correspondence; Goodbye, Nikita
Smochina; Photo-documents.

The Romanian Academy gave life to its project, by publishing the
Memoirs in 2009, totaling an impressive content of 618 pages. Already on July 3,
1990, he had been reinstated as an honorary member of the Romanian Academy, a
decade after his death.?

During this time, several studies and articles were published in the
Republic of Moldova (some cited above), including the work of M. Tasca, Nichita
Smochind, membru de onoare al Academiei Romdne [Nichita Smochina, Honorary
Member of the Romanian Academy], in the volume Martiriul transnistrean sub
jugul totalitar rusesc [Transnistrian Martyrdom Under the Russian Totalitarian
Yoke] (Editors Radion Cucereanu, Eleonora Cercavschi, and Dumitru ApetriAt the

1 Apud lordan Datcu, Nichita P. Smochind, “Nunta la romdnii transnistreni”, “Philologia”,
Vol. LIX, 2017, p. 82.
2 |lordan Datcu, Memoriile lui Nichita Smochind, p. 18.
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end of the chapter, the author mentions that “In April 2010, he was posthumously
decorated by the interim president of the Republic of Moldova, Mihai Ghimpu,
with the Order of Honor. (...) The distinction was handed by the head of state to
the academician's niece, Mrs. Veronica Galin-Corini.”* On this occasion, several
descendants of Nichita Smochina were honored, who were constantly concerned
with the preservation of his documents and works: Adriana Sarah Nica, Veronica
Galin-Corini, and Vlad Galin-Corini. The President of the Academy of Sciences of
Moldova, Gheorghe Duca, appreciated their efforts and offered them a “Diploma
of Gratitude”.?

Moreover, the Academy of Sciences of Moldova paid tribute to Nichita
Smochina's work through a specially dedicated conference. On June 14, 2012, the
“Andrei Lupan” Central Scientific Library of A.S.M., in partnership with the
Institute of Ecology and Geography of the same academy, organized the
symposium “The Great Romanian - Nichita Smochind”, during which was
launched the volume Pagini din insemnarile unui rebel [Pages from the notes of a
rebel], under the signature of Nichita Smochind (editors Vlad Galin-Corini and
Bogdan-Tonut Secheli).®

In the form of popularization, the Internet offers a very difficult-to-specify
number of shows, podcasts, and interviews dedicated to the memory of Nichita
Smochind, under the auspices of the European Association of Geopolitical and
Strategic Studies “Gheorghe I. Britianu™, Radio Romania News®, Eminescu
International Academic Center®, Animafori News from Tel Aviv’ and others.

Conclusion

The Romanian presence beyond the Dniester remains an indisputable
historical fact, documented since the time of the Voivodeship of Moldavia. The
Moldavians there were founders of settlements, administrative leaders, soldiers,
and writers. They colonized territories including beyond the Bug and in the
Donetsk region. As far as we can estimate in the absence of official censuses for

L Apud Sergiu Coqut, Nichita Smochind — un destin transnistrean de exceptie, n

Conferinta "Probleme ale stiintelor socioumanistice si ale modernizarii invatamantului”,

Series 24, Vol. 3, 2022, p. 27.

2 Ana Briiescu, Op. cit., p. 96.

% Ibidem, p. 90.

4 https://www.aesgs.ro/ru/videos/nichita-smochina-o-evocare-din-seria-oamenii-

transnistriei-45/ (10.05.2023).

5 https://www.romania-actualitati.ro/femisiuni/istorica/nichita-si-alexandru-smochina-vieti-

irosite-in-gulag-si-in-comunism-id109402.html (10.05.2023).

6 https://centruleminescubm.wordpress.com/2021/10/04/mostenirea-etnografica-si-

foIcIorlca a-lui-nichita-p-smochina/ (10.05.2023).
https://afnews.ro/2024/05/13/noua-tv-dr-mihai-nicolae-despre-marele-roman-

transnistrean-nichita-smochina-ii/ (20.05.2024).
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the older eras, their number was continuously decreasing, along with the
domination of administrative powers of eastern origin in these territories. At the
same time, their social and especially political importance was continuously
decreasing, under the demographic and ideological pressure of the new rulers.

In the documentation of these processes, the figure of Nichita Smochina
holds a central position. The strong return of his memory in the Romanian world
freed from communism, on both banks of the Prut, is an indicator of the Romanian
people's need for historical truth and the preservation of old testimonies, in
anticipation of better times.
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Abstract:

The Nagorno-Karabakh wars is one of the most protracted and
complex disputes in the post-Soviet space, involving Armenia and
Azerbaijan over the control of the Nagorno-Karabakh region.
The first war broke out in the late 1980s and early 1990s,
following the collapse of the Soviet Union. Nagorno-Karabakh,
an ethnically Armenian-majority area, had been under
Azerbaijani control during Soviet regime. As tensions between
Armenians and Azerbaijanis grew, the conflict escalated into a
full-scale war from 1991 to 1994. The result was a devastating
loss of life, mass displacement, and a de facto Armenian control
over Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding Azerbaijani territories,
although these gains were never internationally recognized.

A fragile ceasefire was agreed upon in 1994, but the situation
remained volatile with periodic skirmishes. The second war
erupted in September 2020, with Azerbaijan launching a large-
scale offensive to reclaim Nagorno-Karabakh. The 2020 conflict
was marked by heavy military engagement, with Azerbaijan
receiving support from Turkey, while Russia played a mediating
role. The war ended with a ceasefire agreement brokered by
Russia, shifting the region’s geopolitical dynamics and
strengthening Azerbaijan’s position. Despite the ceasefire,
tensions remain high, and the conflict continues to shape
relations in the South Caucasus.
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Introduction

When empires collapse, they leave behind pieces of institutional wreckage
scattered across ideological bureaucracies, military units, economic networks,
administrative districts, as well as demographic and cultural patterns that bear the
marks of the past. This imperial detritus forms the foundation of new political
arrangements that are built into the new state identities. After the collapse of the
Soviet Union in December 1991, conflicts began to evolve in the republics of the
post-Soviet space based on the detritus left behind.

The Nagorno-Karabakh war is one of the most complex and enduring wars
in the post-Soviet space, with deep roots in the region's history and the relations
between Armenia and Azerbaijan. It erupted as a result of ethnic and political
tensions that had accumulated over decades, in the context of the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the disintegration of the existing international order.® The
Nagorno-Karabakh region, a mountainous area located in the southern Caucasus,
had been a subject of dispute between the two nations since the Soviet era, when,
despite the majority of the population being Armenian, it was assigned to
Azerbaijan as an autonomous region. After the collapse of the USSR in 1991,
tensions escalated into an open military conflict, following which Armenia took
control of Nagorno-Karabakh and surrounding territories in Azerbaijan.

The first war fought between 1991 and 1994, resulted in significant loss of
life and the displacement of thousands of people, leaving behind a de facto
territory under Armenian control, though it was not internationally recognized.
Despite a ceasefire agreement signed in 1994, the situation remained volatile, with
periodic clashes along a fragile demarcation line. In 2020, the conflict reignited
violently in a large-scale war, known as the second Nagorno-Karabakh war. This
war was marked by significant military intervention from Azerbaijan, supported by
Turkey, and a mediation role by Russia. The outcome radically changed the
geopolitical map of the region, strengthening Azerbaijan's influence and involving
Russia in a new form of control over the area.

! Ben Fowkes, The Disintegration of the Soviet Union. A Study in the Rise and Triumph of
Nationalism, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 1997, p. 265.
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A brief look at the first Nagorno-Karabakh war

The armed conflict in Nagorno-Karabakh was one of the first on the
territory of the former Soviet Union. Over a quarter of a century, the conflict
transformed from an intercommunal and inter-union conflict within the Soviet
Union into a long-lasting ethno-political war between Armenia and Azerbaijan,
with unclear prospects for resolution. Currently, there are no diplomatic relations
between the two Transcaucasian states, and the border has become a fortified line
along which armed incidents occur. Following the escalation of the conflict during
the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the de facto formation of the Republic of
Nagorno-Karabakh, also known as the Republic of Artsakh (in Armenian), took
place. With the gradual withdrawal of Soviet military assets from Karabakh in
February 1992, large-scale military operations, known as the First Nagorno-
Karabakh War, began.! At the end of February 1992, Armenian and Azerbaijani
military units engaged in a series of battles in the town of Khojaly. Armenian
forces, aided by armored vehicles and soldiers from the 366th Infantry Guard
Regiment stationed in Stepanakert (the capital of Nagorno-Karabakh), targeted the
Azerbaijanis. After repeated warnings of the imminent offensive, the Armenians
launched an assault and occupied the town of Khojaly, from where Azerbaijani
forces were bombing Stepanakert. During the one-day attack and its aftermath,
hundreds of Azerbaijani civilians were injured, killed, or went missing.?

The armed events in the city of Khojaly became an important point for the
continuation of the Armenian troops' offensive toward the Lachin corridor. Thus,
in May 1992, Armenian military units attacked the city of Shushi (Armenian
name) / Shusha (Azerbaijani name), taking full control of the Lachin corridor,
which connects Nagorno-Karabakh to Armenia. The assault on the city of
Shushi/Shusha on May 8-9, 1992, was an episode of the initial phase of the
Nagorno-Karabakh war. During this operation, Armenian armed forces established
control over the city, which had previously been mainly populated by Azerbaijanis,
and the surrounding area. Tens of thousands of Azerbaijanis became refugees. The
Armenian military command had long considered the possibility of capturing the
city of Shushi/Shusha, as the Azerbaijani bombing of the urban infrastructure in
Stepanés\kert was carried out from Shushi/Shusha (the distance between the cities is
5 km).

1 Jeffrey S. Dixon, Meredith Reid Sarkees, A Guide to Intra-State Wars an Examination of
Civil, Regional, and Intercommunal Wars. 1816-2014, SAGE Publications, California,
20186, p. 309.

2 Shamkhal Abilov, Ceyhun Mahmudlu, Bilal Dadayev, Insight Karabakh. Chronological
Order of the Historical, Legal, and Political Aspects of the Conflict, LIT Verlag, Berlin,
2023, pp. 141-142.

% Thomas De Waal, The Caucasus. An Introduction, Oxford University Press, Oxford,
2019, pp. 120-121.
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From February to April 1992, by order of the Minister of Defense of
Azerbaijan, Rahim Gaziev, two Grad missile systems were transferred to the city
of Shushi/Shusha to bomb the city of Stepanakert, the administrative center of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The decision to capture the city of Shushi/Shusha and open
the Lachin corridor to ensure land communication between Armenia and Nagorno-
Karabakh was made by the Armenian Security Council. This task was entrusted to
the self-defense units of Nagorno-Karabakh, led by Vazgen Sargsyan, the first
Minister of Defense of Armenia. The capture of the city of Shushi/Shusha became
the first significant military victory for Armenian forces during the First Nagorno-
Karabakh War. In Armenian sources, the events related to the city of Shushi are
referred to as the liberation of Shushi, while in Azerbaijani, they are called the
occupation of Shusha.*

From an international perspective, the attack on the city of Shushi/Shusha
interrupted Iran's mediation efforts to stabilize the situation in Nagorno-Karabakh.
It also led to a diplomatic scandal and a significant cooling of relations between
Iran and Armenia. At the same time, Turkish Prime Minister, Stileyman Demirel,
during an emergency government meeting in May 1992, referred to the events in
Shusha as “an Armenian act of terror against the Azeri.” Slleyman Demirel
emphasized that Turkey could not remain an observer when “there is an attempt to
resolve the conflict by force.” Calls for military intervention by Turkey on
Azerbaijan's side were intensified, but these efforts were halted by Russia. The
Commander-in-Chief of the Joint Armed Forces of the CIS, Marshal Evgenii
Shaposhnikov, warned Turkey in the summer of 1992 that the involvement of a
third party in the clashes in Nagorno-Karabakh could lead to “a world war, which
is inadmissible.”?

After the failures of the Azerbaijani army in Nagorno-Karabakh and under
pressure from the opposition, the President of Azerbaijan, Ayaz Mutalibov,
resigned and sought refuge in Russia. Against the backdrop of the Nagorno-
Karabakh war, a period of political crisis followed within Azerbaijan. After Ayaz
Mutalibov's resignation, Yakub Mammadov was elected as acting president, but on
June 7, 1992, presidential elections were held, which were won by the leader of the
National Front of Azerbaijan (NFA), Abulfaz Elchibey. In June 1992, Azerbaijan
launched an offensive in Martakert/Agdere in eastern Karabakh and the
neighboring Shahumyan region. However, the setbacks during the military
confrontation with Armenia and the incompetence of the government formed by

! Vicken Cheterian, War and Peace in the Caucasus. Russia's Troubled Frontier, Hurst &
Company, London, 2008, p. 130.

2 Tatul Akopian, Karabakhskii dnevnik: zelenoe i chernoe, ili ni voiny ni mira, Antares,
Erevan, 2010, p. 211.
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the NFA led to a power crisis in Baku.® Thus, in 1993, Colonel Suret Huseynov's
rebellion took place, aimed at removing Abulfaz Elchibey from power. On May
28, 1993, Russian military units in the city of Ganja left Azerbaijani territory
following agreements between Moscow and Baku, and military ammunition was
taken over by the 709th military unit led by Suret Huseynov. By June 21, 1993,
Suret Huseynov's military units were 20 km away from Baku. A crisis developed
in Azerbaijan, bringing the country to the brink of civil war.?

Against the backdrop of the internal political crisis, in June 1993, the
President of the Autonomous Republic of Nakhichevan, Heydar Aliyev, arrived in
Baku. He played the role of mediator in the negotiations between Elchibey and
Huseynov. From June 23 to 25, 1993, the Milli Mejlis (Parliament of Azerbaijan)
voted (33 votes in favor, three against, and one abstention) to strip Abulfaz
Elchibey of his presidential powers and transfer them to Heydar Aliyev. Thus, on
June 24, 1993, Heydar Aliyev became the acting president of Azerbaijan.
However, since such a decision was not under the country's Constitution, the
parliamentarians decided to put the issue of the president's trust to a national
referendum. On August 28, 1993, in a referendum regarding Abulfaz Elchibey's
trust, 97.5% of the country's citizens voted for his resignation.

During these events, and against the backdrop of the Nagorno-Karabakh
war, a group of Talysh officers (of Iranian descent) led by Colonel Alakram
Gummatov proclaimed the Autonomous Republic of Talysh-Mugan in Lankaran as
part of Azerbaijan. Heydar Aliyev did not recognize the autonomy, and on August
23, the rebellion was suppressed by the Azerbaijani army. In 1996, Azerbaijan's
intelligence services uncovered a mission aimed at restoring Abulfaz Elchibey to
the presidency.®

As a result of the large-scale hostilities in 1993, Armenian forces took full
control of seven Azerbaijani regions. By the end of 1993, the fighting had
extended within Azerbaijan, including along the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.
The entire territory of the former Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Region came
under Armenian control, except for small sections of the city of Martakert/Agdere.
Additionally, five districts outside the autonomy were fully captured by Armenia,
and two districts were partially controlled, along with Azerbaijani enclaves on
Armenian territory (three villages). The Artsvashen/Baskend enclave (which had
been part of the Armenian SSR during the Soviet Union) came under Azerbaijani
control. By 1994, Armenian forces had taken control of approximately 13.6% of
Azerbaijan's territory, including areas outside Nagorno-Karabakh, specifically the

! Christoph Baumer, History of the Caucasus. Volume 2: In the Shadow of Great Powers,
Bloomsbury Publishing, New York, 2023, p. 253.

2 lbidem.

3 Charles King, The Ghost of Freedom. A History of the Caucasus, Oxford University
Press, Oxford, 2009, pp. 218-221.
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Lachine corridor, the city of Kalbadjar (in Armenian, Karavadjar), and the cities of
Agdam, Fuzuli, Jabrayil, Qubadli, and Zangilan (in Armenian, Kovsakan). These
cities formed the “security belt” or “security zone” of Nagorno-Karabakh
territories, internationally recognized as part of Azerbaijan but controlled by the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) until 2020. During the war, the United
Nations Security Council called for the “withdrawal of all occupying forces” from
the territories of the “security belt” through its resolutions. In 2005, the Council of
Europe referred to the territories of the “security belt” and Nagorno-Karabakh
itself as “occupied territories” of Azerbaijan.*

Following the hostilities of 1991-1994, the Nagorno-Karabakh war
received significant attention from the CSCE Council in Helsinki. During this
meeting, participants concluded that it was necessary to create a conference on the
Nagorno-Karabakh issue under the auspices of the CSCE (which became the
OSCE in 1995). This conference was meant to serve as a permanent platform, with
the core purpose of facilitating a comprehensive negotiation process aimed at
resolving the war. Thus, in 1992, negotiations for the peaceful resolution of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict began within the OSCE Minsk Group, co-chaired by
the United States of America, Russia, and France.? However, diplomatic efforts
and negotiations within the Minsk Group failed to fully resolve the conflict
between Baku and Yerevan. Peace negotiations for the first Nagorno-Karabakh
war were generally conducted under the auspices of the OSCE, but in 1993, they
began to be mediated by the United Nations, through the issuance of four UN
Security Council resolutions.® Still, the parties reached a ceasefire agreement
through the mediation of the Inter-Parliamentary Assembly of the CIS and Russia.

On May 5, 1994, in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, the Bishkek Protocol was signed
— the legal basis for ending the Nagorno-Karabakh war, approved by the
participants of the CIS Inter-Parliamentary Assembly meeting. With some
modifications, a copy of the protocol was also signed on May 8, 1994, in Baku.*
Based on the Bishkek Protocol, between May 9 and 11, 1994, the Ceasefire
Agreement was signed, which came into effect on May 12, 1994. The agreement
was concluded in a tripartite format between Armenia and the Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic on one side, and Azerbaijan on the other. The main provision of the

! Hakan Yawuz, Michael M. Gunter, The Karabakh Conflict Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. Causes & Consequences, Palgrave Macmillan, 2022, London, p. 132.

2 OSCE, OSCE Minsk Group, https://www.osce.org/mg (27.11.2024).

% United Nations Digital Library, Resolution 884 (1993) / adopted by the Security Council
at its 3313th meeting, 12 November 1993, https://digitallibrary.un.org/-
record/176731?In=en&v=pdf (27.11.2024).

4 Shamkhal Abilov, Ceyhun Mahmudlu, Bilal Dadayev, Insight Karabakh. Chronological
Order of the Historical, Legal, and Political Aspects of the Conflict, LIT Verlag, Berlin,
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agreement was to ensure a complete ceasefire and the cessation of military
operations starting from 00:01 on May 12, 1994.

The Second Nagorno-Karabakh War

Although regular border clashes between the parties continued after 1994,
they were not of strategic significance. In general, the ceasefire was respected until
a significant escalation of the situation in April 2016. In 2020, the ceasefire
completely collapsed, leading to the escalation of the second Nagorno-Karabakh
war.

The situation in Nagorno-Karabakh remained one of the main factors of
instability in the South Caucasus. By the early 21st century, the situation in
Nagorno-Karabakh had reached such a degree of mutual hostility between the
conflicting parties that, despite diplomatic rhetoric, it could no longer have any
solution other than a purely military one. Thus, if the first Nagorno-Karabakh war
from 1991-1994 became the embodiment of the Armenian version of such a
decision, the second war in the fall of 2020 became a version of the decisions
made by Azerbaijan. After 2019, the political and military statements and
measures taken by the parties deliberately destabilized the negotiation process
regarding the resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh issue. The prologue to the
hostilities of September-November 2020 in Nagorno-Karabakh can be traced to the
July 2020 confrontation in the Tavush region at the Armenia-Azerbaijan border.?

The fighting between Azerbaijani and Armenian forces in the fall of 2020
is seen as a sudden escalation of clashes between the parties over the status of
Nagorno-Karabakh. On September 27, at 07:30 AM, the Azerbaijani Ministry of
Defense accused the Armenian Armed Forces of launching artillery bombardments
around 06:00 on Azerbaijani military positions along the front line of the “security
belt” in settlements in the districts of Agdam, Fuzuli, and Jabrayil.® Later, the
Azerbaijani Ministry of Defense announced the initiation of a large-scale
counteroffensive operation across the entire Nagorno-Karabakh territory and the
regions in the security belt, using tanks, artillery, rocket systems, and aviation.
According to the Armenian Ministry of Defense, the Azerbaijani offensive began

! Mihail Mayorov, Mirotvortsy. Iz opyta rossiyskoy diplomatii v posrednichestve,
Mezhdunarodnyye otnosheniya, Moskva, 2007, p. 139.

2 Hakan Yavuz, Michael M. Gunter, The Karabakh Conflict Between Armenia and
Azerbaijan. Causes & Consequences, Palgrave Macmillan, London, 2022, pp. 154-155.

3 Ministerstvo Oborony Azerbaydzhanskoy Respublik, Armyanskiye vooruzhennyye sily
sovershili masshtabnyye provokatsii po vsey protyazhennosti fronta, 27 sentebrya 2020 g.,
https://mod.gov.az/ru/news/armyanskie-vooruzhennye-sily-sovershili-masshtabnye-
provokacii-po-vsej-protyazhennosti-fronta-32312.html (28.11.2024).
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at 08:10 local time. Soon after, martial law and full mobilization were introduced
in both the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic and Armenia.

As a result of the counteroffensive operation launched by the Azerbaijani
Armed Forces, several communities in the “security belt” of the Fuzuli and
Jabrayil districts, as well as other strategically important territories, were
reintegrated into Azerbaijan as early as the first days of the fighting. To this end,
on October 29, 2020, the President of Azerbaijan, Ilham Aliyev, signed the decree
On the organization of a temporary special administration in the territories of the
Republic of Azerbaijan liberated from occupation.?

The battles in the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War took place in two main
directions: the northern and southern parts of Karabakh. In October 2020,
Azerbaijan achieved success in the southern direction. Azerbaijani forces managed
to establish control over the city of Jabrayil and the village of Hadrut. As a result
of these events, the Armenian front was pushed back to the border line between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. Throughout October 2020, building on previous
successes, the Azerbaijani army captured significant territories within the
Nagorno-Karabakh security belt, including the cities of Fuzuli, Zangilan, and
Qubadli (which had been under the control of the Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh/Artsakh). The main objectives of this Azerbaijani offensive were the city
of Lachin, through which the highway connecting Shusha/Shusha and Stepanakert
to Armenia passes, as well as the city of Shusha itself. The final battle of the war
was fought for Shusha/Shusha, a city of strategic and cultural importance to
Azerbaijan. The battle for control of Shusha/Shusha in Nagorno-Karabakh took
place from October 29 to November 8, 2020, and is considered one of the key
episodes of the Second Nagorno-Karabakh War.?

The capture of Shusha/Shusha made it possible to encircle Stepanakert (the
capital of Nagorno-Karabakh), with the prospect that the entire Nagorno-Karabakh
region could fall under Azerbaijani control. The battle for Shusha/Shusha became
a decisive event, as one day after the city’s capture, on November 9, 2020, with
Russia's mediation, the parties signed a Joint Declaration regarding the complete
cessation of hostilities and all military operations in the Nagorno-Karabakh area,
starting from 00:00 hours. The declaration provided for the end of military

1 CNBC, Armenia declares martial law over Nagorno-Karabakh, Azerbaijan says no need
for military mobilization, September 27, 2020, https://www.cnbc.com/2020/09/27/armenia-
declares-martial-law-over-nagorno-karabakh-azerbaijan-says-no-need-for-military-
mobilization.html (28.11.2024).

2 Azorbaycan Respublikasinin Prezidenti, Azarbaycan Respublikasimn isgaldan azad
olunmus orazilorindo mivaqgati  xUsusi idarsetmanin toskili haqqinda Azarbaycan
Respublikas Prezidentinin Farmani, 29 oktyabr 2020,
https://president.az/az/articles/view/44886 (28.11.2024).

3 Alexey Krivopalov, Vtoraya Karabakhskaya voyna v politiko-strategicheskoy
retrospective, “Rossiya i novyye gosudarstva Yevrazii”, Nr. 3, Moskva, 2022, pp. 149-160.
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hostilities, as well as the integration of all territories in the security belt into
Azerbaijan. It also introduced a Russian peacekeeping mission in the region.*

At the same time, since Turkey provided political and military support to
Azerbaijan, supplying military equipment, including attack drones, a Russian-
Turkish monitoring center for the ceasefire was established on Azerbaijani
territory, adjoining Nagorno-Karabakh. As a result, the war was concluded, and
Azerbaijan achieved success. Following the second Nagorno-Karabakh war, all the
territories of the “security belt” were returned under Azerbaijani control, except for
the Lachine corridor, which remained under the control of Russian peacekeeping
forces deployed in the region.?

The ceasefire declaration negotiated by Russia saved Armenia from a
military catastrophe and spared the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh from complete
extinction. At the same time, the November 9, 2020, declaration made it possible
to implement a solution that had been negotiated over the previous decades:
Azerbaijan regained control not only over the territories occupied by its forces at
the time of the cessation of hostilities on November 10, 2020, including regions
within Nagorno-Karabakh, but also the districts of the security belt.’

Diplomatically, Russia remained the principal guarantor of the agreements
reached. At the same time, Moscow will need to consider the complex internal
political processes in both Armenia and Azerbaijan, as well as Turkey's presence in
the region in the future.

Russia's policy regarding the Nagorno-Karabakh issue

When discussing Russia's involvement in the Nagorno-Karabakh war, it is
important to consider several characteristics that distinguish Nagorno-Karabakh
from other conflicts and wars in the post-Soviet space. Unlike the conflicts in
Abkhazia, South Ossetia, Transnistria, the Nagorno-Karabakh confrontation did
not present a point where Russian and Western interests overlapped. The situation
in Nagorno-Karabakh is different from the aforementioned cases and was never
viewed in Washington or Brussels as part of Russia’s “imperial” ambitions. This
approach was not influenced by the 2008 events in the Caucasus (Georgia), by the
2014 Crimea situation, or by the armed invasion in Ukraine (2022).

According to Richard Hoagland, the co-chairman of the OSCE Minsk
Group from January to August 2017, the United States of America and the

! Hakan Yawuz, Michael M. Gunter, The Karabakh Conflict Between Armenia and
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Karabakh Conflict, ”Carnegie Politika”, November 2022.

% Ibidem.
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European Union supported Moscow's independent diplomatic efforts in the
tripartite negotiation format (Russia — Armenia — Azerbaijan). According to
Hoagland, Moscow did not want war in Nagorno-Karabakh between Azerbaijan
and Armenia. This aligns with Russia’s broader interests in maintaining regional
stability and its role as a key mediator in the conflict, aiming to prevent a larger
confrontation in the South Caucasus.* This situation destabilizes the entire region
and harms Russia’s interests.

Richard Hoagland's predecessor, James Warlick (co-chair of the OSCE
Minsk Group from September 2013 to December 2017), emphasized that: “The
situation in Nagorno-Karabakh is an issue where Russia and the US can work
together.” Such an assessment by American diplomats for issues like Ukraine,
Georgia, or the Republic of Moldova is practically impossible. Thus, the war in
Nagorno-Karabakh remained a unique case in the post-Soviet space, where the
approaches of Moscow and Washington were not radically opposed to each other.?

This collaboration highlights the exceptional nature of the Nagorno-
Karabakh war in the context of broader international relations, particularly in post-
Soviet conflicts. While the geopolitical tensions surrounding Ukraine, Georgia,
and the Republic of Moldova often placed Russia and the United States of America
on opposite sides, in Nagorno-Karabakh, both countries found common ground in
their desire to avoid an escalation of the conflict. This cooperation, however,
reflects a more pragmatic approach to maintaining regional stability and the
balance of power, despite the ongoing rivalry between the two global powers in
other contexts.?

This approach can be explained by the fact that in other conflicts in the
post-Soviet space, such as those in Georgia and the Republic of Moldova, Moscow
directly supported the separatist territories. For the West, these were conflicts
between Russia on one side and Georgia and the Republic of Moldova on the
other, with all the ideological complexities involved. Moreover, in the cases of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia in August 2008, and later Crimea in March 2014, the
Russian Federation unilaterally changed interstate borders.

In the case of Nagorno-Karabakh, however, Moscow never announced the
possibility of recognizing the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) or changing
territorial boundaries in its favor. At the same time, the outcome of the second
Nagorno-Karabakh war shifted Russia’s position in the region. Moscow began to
transform from a regional strategic actor into a mediator. During the second
Nagorno-Karabakh war, Russia participated in negotiations and was the first to

! The New Geopolitics of the South Caucasus: Prospects for Regional Cooperation and
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propose a ceasefire plan, even though these agreements were not fully
implemented. However, the ceasefire declaration, which came into effect on
November 10, 2020, and was signed with Russia’s mediation, documented new
geopolitical positions in the region.*

Russia strengthened its influence in the South Caucasus, as its military
presence would now be established not only in Armenia but also in Nagorno-
Karabakh. At the same time, Russia will be compelled to carefully consider the
internal political processes in both Armenia and Azerbaijan, as well as the
presence of Turkey in the region.?

Conclusions

The conclusion regarding the First and Second Nagorno-Karabakh Wars
highlights their complexity and depth, which have marked the evolution of the
South Caucasus region. The Nagorno-Karabakh conflict is not just a territorial
dispute but reflects a series of historical, ethnic, and political tensions between two
nations, Armenia and Azerbaijan, which were amplified by the geopolitical
changes triggered by the collapse of the Soviet Union.

The First Nagorno-Karabakh War fought between 1991 and 1994, resulted
in a military victory for Armenia, which took control of the Nagorno-Karabakh
region and the surrounding territories (the security belt). However, the territories
controlled by Armenia were never internationally recognized and did not lead to a
definitive resolution of the issue. Despite a ceasefire agreement signed in 1994, the
region remained a battleground for sporadic clashes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces, with an unstable demarcation line that failed to bring lasting
peace. The confrontations continued amidst a negotiation process led by the OSCE
Minsk Group but without significant progress in regulating the status of Nagorno-
Karabakh.

The Second Nagorno-Karabakh War, which took place in 2020, was
marked by a sudden and violent escalation of tensions. This time, Azerbaijan,
supported by Turkey, launched a large-scale offensive to regain control over the
region. In this context, the war was much more technological, with the intensive
use of attack drones and other modern equipment, turning the war into a rapid and
lethal conflict.® After six weeks of intense fighting, following the capture of the
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strategic city of Shusha/Shusha and other important territories, Azerbaijan
succeeded in gaining significant territorial victories.

Russia's intervention, acting as a mediator and proposing the ceasefire
agreements, was crucial in stopping the war. The agreement signed on November
9, 2020, strengthened Azerbaijan's position, which regained important territories,
but also maintained a significant Russian presence in the region through the
deployment of peacekeeping forces in the Lachine corridor. At the same time, this
ceasefire saved Armenia from a total defeat and allowed the Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh to survive under a form of limited autonomy.

Although the war officially ended with the 2020 ceasefire agreement, its
geopolitical and social consequences continue to resonate. The Nagorno-Karabakh
region was reshaped geopolitically, and Azerbaijan succeeded in recovering a
significant portion of its territory. Armenia, however, suffered not only territorial
losses but also political ones, with a decline in trust in its political leadership and a
deterioration of its international status. Meanwhile, Russia's influence in the South
Caucasus was reinforced but also challenged by the growing presence of Turkey in
support of Azerbaijan.

In conclusion, the First and Second Nagorno-Karabakh Wars not only
deeply affected the relations between Armenia and Azerbaijan but also
significantly influenced the geopolitics of the region and the dynamics of the
external powers involved. Although the 2020 ceasefire brought a moment of calm,
the war remains suspended, and a long-term resolution of the dispute remains an
uncertain issue.
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Introducere

Statutul international al Kosovo reprezintd unul dintre cele mai
controversate subiecte in cadrul relatiilor internationale contemporane, fiind un
exemplu emblematic al dilemelor legate de autodeterminare si dreptul
international. Secesiunea Kosovo de Serbia a fost un proces complex, Inrddacinat
in factori etnici si istorici adanci. Tensiunile au escaladat in anii 1980, pe masura
ce majoritatea albaneza a inceput sa ceara autonomie, iar regimul sarb a raspuns cu
represiune. Conflictul s-a intensificat in 1998-1999, culminind cu o interventie
NATO care a fortat retragerea sarba si plasarea provinciei sub administratia ONU.
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Dupa un deceniu de negocieri sterile, Kosovo si-a declarat independenta pe 17
februarie 2008".

Declaratia de independentd a Kosovo a fost un moment semnificativ in
istoria regiunii balcanice, avand implicatii profunde asupra stabilitatii politice si
economice din Balcani, dar si asupra dreptului international>. In pofida
recunoasterii de cdtre un numar considerabil de state, inclusiv state membre ale
Uniunii Europene si Statele Unite ale Americii, procesul de recunoastere a Kosovo
ramane incomplet - 0 Serie de state importante, printre care Rusia, China, Spania si
Romania, refuzand sa accepte independenta acestuia.

Geometriile variabile ale recunoasterii /nonrecunoasterii Kosovo reflecta o
complexitate geopolitica si juridica ce meritd o analiza detaliatd, avand 1n vedere
nu doar dimensiunea politicd, dar si semnificatiile istorice, etnice si culturale.
Lucrarea de fata isi propune sa abordeze in mod sistematic si critic procesul de
afirmare a independentei Kosovo, pornind de la evolutiile din perioada
premergitoare proclamarii independentei. In acest cadru, cercetarea va explora
transformarile politice si sociale care au marcat perioada post-conflict, in special
sub conducerea liderului lbrahim Rugova. Tn mod particular, se va pune accent pe
reformele promovate de acesta si pe rolul pe care l-au avut organizatiile
internationale in procesul de constructie a unui sistem politic stabil. Cercetarea se
concentreaza pe intelegerea aprofundata a dinamicii procesului de recunoastere a
Kosovo, cu un accent deosebit pe factorii internationali si politici care au influentat
aceastd evolutie. Un alt obiectiv major al lucrarii este de a analiza efectului politic
al recunoasterii internationale partiale asupra economiei si stabilitatii regionale.

Metodologia utilizatd in cadrul acestei cercetdri este una calitativd, bazata
pe o analiza detaliata a literaturii existente In domeniu, inclusiv lucrari academice,
rapoarte internationale si analize ale expertilor in relatii internationale, drept
international si stiintele politice. De asemenea, cercetarea va include o examinare
atentd a discursurilor politice, a documentelor legislative si a comunicatelor de
presa emise de catre organismele internationale relevante, precum si a actelor
normative interne ale Kosovo, pentru a identifica logica si motivatiile politice
pozitiilor adoptate pe plan international. Prin aceastd abordare metodologica,
cercetarea poate oferi o viziune complexd asupra evolutiei statutului Kosovo,
contribuind astfel la o mai bund intelegere a provocarilor politice si juridice cu care
se confruntd acest teritoriu in drumul sdu spre recunoastere internationald
completa.

! Cristian Jura, Kosovo - History and Actuality, “AGORA International Journal of Juridical
Sciences”, No. 3, 2013, p.78.

2 Kosovo Declaration of Independence,
https://www.refworld.org/legal/legislation/natlegbod/2008/en/56552, (6.11.2024).
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Reconstructia, dezvoltarea si problemele din perioada post-conflict

Perioada post-conflict din Kosovo este dominata de o provocare
semnificativa in ceea ce priveste reconstructia si dezvoltarea regiunii, avand ca
obiectiv restaurarea infrastructurii, stabilizarea socio-economica si consolidarea
institutiilor. Un element central al eforturilor de reconstructie a fost implicarea
comunitatii internationale, inclusiv ONU, UE si altor organizatii si state membre
ale comunititii internationale.

In primul rind, reconstructia infrastructurii?> a fost prioritizati pentru a
restabili normalitatea 1n viata de zi cu zi a populatiei kosovare. Acest efort a inclus
reabilitarea scolilor, spitalelor, drumurilor si retelelor de utilitati pentru a asigura
accesul la servicii esentiale. Programe de reconstructie ale fostelor zone de conflict
au fost implementate pentru a facilita reintoarcerea si reintegrarea refugiatilor si
persoanelor straimutate.?

Tn al doilea rand, consolidarea institutiilor a reprezentat un pilon esential
pentru stabilizarea Kosovo.* Procesul de dezvoltare a inclus stabilirea unui sistem
judiciar functional si crearea unei administratii eficiente. Eforturile internationale
au fost directionate si catre dezvoltarea capacitatilor administrative si antrenarea
personalului local pentru a prelua responsabilitdtile guvernamentale.

De asemenea, asistenta financiara si sprijinul economic din strdindtate au
reprezentat un aspect crucial in perioada post-conflict.” Investitiile straine,
programele de dezvoltare economica si initiativele de antreprenoriat au fost
promovate pentru a stimula cresterea economica si a crea o baza sustenabila pentru
dezvoltare pe termen lung. Tn acest context, sprijinul UE a jucat un rol semnificativ
prin intermediul instrumentelor financiare si programelor destinate consolidarii

! Dagmar Skrpec, European and American Reactions to Kosovo, “SAIS Review”, Vol. 23,
No. 2, 2003, pp. 93-111.

2 Mattias Legnér, Post-Conflict Reconstruction and the Heritage Process, “Journal of
Architectural Conservation”, Vol. 24, No. 2, 2018, pp. 78-90.

8 Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, Humanitarian Situation of Returnees
to Kosovo, https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-
ViewHTML.asp?FilelD=9230&lang=EN, (26.10.2024).

* Mehmet Ocal; Ayse Aslihan Celenk, Making of a New State in the Balkans: Kosovo,
“Insight Turkey”, Vol. 12, No. 4, 2010, pp. 167-183.

® Jeton Mehmeti, Kosovo: New Country, Old Problems, “Journal for Labour and Social
Affairs in Eastern Europe”, Vol. 14, No. 2, 2011, pp. 265-276.
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economice si sociale.! Din acest motiv, Kosovo a adoptat in anul 2002 moneda
euro?, desi teritoriul siu nu este membru al Zonei Euro® sau al UE.

Factorul decisiv al implicarii UE in reconstructia Kosovo este Misiunea de
Stat de Drept a Uniunii Europene in Kosovo (EULEX)®. Lansati in 2008, si-a
concentrat actiunile pe consolidarea statului de drept si dezvoltarea institutiilor,
avand in vedere ca sistemul juridic si administrativ era grav afectat de conflictele
anterioare. Un aspect semnificativ al misiunii EULEX a fost sprijinul acordat
autoritatilor kosovare in implementarea standardelor europene in domeniul justitiei
si afacerilor interne.® Misiunea a oferit asistentd in construirea si consolidarea
capacititilor institutionale, inclusiv instruirea personalului judiciar si politienesc.®
Aceasta a contribuit la instaurarea unui cadru legal solid si a unui sistem de
securitate eficient. De asemenea, EULEX a jucat un rol activ in imbunatatirea
securititii si protejarea drepturilor omului.” Misiunea a monitorizat si sustinut
implementarea acordurilor intre comunititile etnice, avind un impact pozitiv
asupra reconcilierii si coexistentei pasnice. In ceea ce priveste reconstructia,
EULEX a sprijinit proiecte de dezvoltare economica si sociald, concentrandu-se pe
sectoare precum educatia, sinitatea si infrastructura.® Aceste initiative au avut un
impact semnificativ in stimularea cresterii economice si imbunatitirea calitatii
vietii locuitorilor din Kosovo.

L Alistair J. K. Shepherd, 'A Milestone in the History of the EU': Kosovo and the EU's
International Role, “International Affairs (Royal Institute of International Affairs 1944-),
Vol. 85, No. 3, 2009, pp. 513-530.

2 Central Bank of the Republic of Kosovo, Kosovo's Experience in Euroisation of Its
Economy, https://bgk-kos.org/banking-operations-3/currency-in-circulation/kosovos-
experience-in-euroisation-of-its-economy/?lang=en, (26.10.2024).

3 Uniunea Europeand, Euro Area Member Countries, https://european-
union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/euro/countries-using-euro_en, (28.10.2024).

4 Serviciul European de Actiune Externd, EULEX Kosovo: European Union Rule of Law
Mission in Kosovo, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eulex-kosovo/eulex-kosovo-european-
union-rule-law-mission-kosovo-civilian-mission_und_en?s=333, (23.10.2024).

® Katerina Novotna, Laboratory of the International Community? Role of International
Organizations in the Re-establishment of the Rule of Law in Kosovo, “American Society of
International Law”, Vol. 104, 2010, pp. 588-591.

® EULEX Kosovo, EULEX's two objectives: 1. Monitoring, Mentoring, Advising (MMA),
2. Executive Function, https://www.eulex-kosovo.eu/?page=2,44,197, (23.10.2024).

" Ibidem.

8 Comisia Europeana, Retrospective Evaluation of the CARDS Programmes in Kosovo;
Sectors:  Justice, Energy, Economic Development and Rural Development,
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2018-12/05-
fr_cards_kosovo_160709.pdf, (23.10.2024).

97


https://bqk-kos.org/banking-operations-3/currency-in-circulation/kosovos-experience-in-euroisation-of-its-economy/?lang=en
https://bqk-kos.org/banking-operations-3/currency-in-circulation/kosovos-experience-in-euroisation-of-its-economy/?lang=en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/euro/countries-using-euro_en
https://european-union.europa.eu/institutions-law-budget/euro/countries-using-euro_en
https://www.eulex-kosovo.eu/?page=2,44,197
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2018-12/05-fr_cards_kosovo_160709.pdf
https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2018-12/05-fr_cards_kosovo_160709.pdf

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

Tn general, perioada post-conflict in Kosovo a fost marcati de provociri
complexe, incluzand tensiuni etnice si dificultdti in consolidarea institutiilor
guvernamentale. Una dintre provocarile semnificative a fost reprezentatda de
tensiunile etnice persistente, care au continuat sa genereze instabilitate politica si
sociald. Aceste tensiuni au devenit violente in anul 2004, cand au avut loc ample
tulburari si proteste, amplificate de disputele referitoare la problemele de statut si
identitate. Un nou episod violent se consemneaza in anul 2021, cand au avut loc
noi escaladari ale tensiunilor, concentrate in special in jurul chestiunii placutelor
de Tnmatriculare,® care au devenit un simbol al disputei legate de suveranitatea si
recunoasterea internationald a Kosovo. Aceastd problema a generat manifestari de
alt eveniment tensionat a fost atacul asupra politiei kosovare in satul Banjska®,
comis de paramilitari sirbi kosovari. Aceastd situatie tensionatd a subliniat faptul
ca problemele etnice sunt departe de a fi rezolvate.

Mandatele lui Ibrahim Rugova si reformele socio-politice

Ibrahim Rugova, cunoscut drept “tatal natiunii” kosovare, a fost primul
presedinte al Republicii Kosovo intre anii 1992 si 2006. Prioritatea sa a fost
obtinerea recunoasterii internationale a statutului de facto al regiunii si
consolidarea identititii kosovare.*

Reformele sociale si politice ale lui Rugova au lisat o amprentd
semnificativi. In timpul mandatelor sale, s-au pus bazele pentru dezvoltarea
institutiilor si a identitdtii kosovare moderne. Anii 2000 au reprezentat o perioada
complexa pentru Ibrahim Rugova si pentru Kosovo in ansamblu. Dupa razboiul
din 1999 si interventia NATO, Kosovo a devenit un protectorat sub administratia
Natiunilor Unite®, iar Rugova si-a reluat rolul de lider al comunititii albaneze,
contribuind la procesul de reconstructie si la definirea statului kosovar emergent.
Rugova a trebuit sd gestioneze si procesul dificil al negocierilor pentru statutul
final al Kosovo, o etapa cruciald in evolutia regiunii. El a continuat sa sustina

1 The Government of the Republic of Serbia, The March Pogrom (2004),
https://www.srbija.gov.rs/kosovo-metohija/en/8923 (21.10.2024).

2 Mihai Melintei: Cristina Deffert, The Problem of Free Movement of Means of Transport
in the Transnistrian and Kosovo Case, “Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului
Transnistrean”, Vol. 6, No. 1, 2022, p. 67.

3 Balkan Insight, Kosovo PM Accuses Serbia-backed Gunmen of Shooting Kosovo
Policemen, https://balkaninsight.com/2023/09/24/kosovo-pm-accuses-serbia-backed-
gunmen-of-shooting-kosovo-policemen/, (23.10.2024).

4 Jean Yves Carlen, Ibrahim Rugova: Le fréle colosse du Kosovo (Témoins d'humanité),
Desclée de Brouwer, Paris, 1999, p. 46.

5 Alexandros Yannis, The UN as Government in Kosovo, “Global Governance”, No. 1,
2004, pp. 67-81.
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optiunea pentru independentd, promovand dialogul si negocierile diplomatice
pentru a obtine recunoasterea internationald a Kosovo ca stat suveran’.

Administratia Rugova a fost implicatd activ in implementarea unor
reforme sociale si economice in Kosovo, concentrandu-se pe reconstructia si
dezvoltarea regiunii afectate de razboi. Pe plan social, s-a a acordat o atentie
deosebita sistemului de educatie. Eforturile s-au concentrat pe reconstructia
scolilor distruse si revitalizarea invatamantului, cu accent pe promovarea limbii
albaneze si consolidarea identititii culturale kosovare.” De asemenea, s-au
intreprins initiative pentru reintegrarea refugiatilor si persoanelor stramutate,
contribuind la stabilizarea comunititilor locale. In ceea ce priveste reformele
economice, s-a prioritizat stimularea dezvoltdrii economice si combaterea
somajului ridicat. S-au intreprins initiative pentru atragerea investitiilor straine si
sprijinirea sectorului privat. Masurile adoptate au vizat si reconstructia
infrastructurii, inclusiv a drumurilor si a retelelor de utilitati, pentru a crea un
mediu propice pentru investitii si crestere economica.’

Cu toate acestea, provocdrile erau substantiale, iar situatia politicd si
economica fragild a regiunii aducea cu sine obstacole semnificative. Incertitudinea
legata de statutul final al Kosovo si dificultitile in stabilirea unui guvern functional
au influentat implementarea unor reforme consistente. Ibrahim Rugova a incetat
din viata in 2006* din cauza cancerului, iar moartea sa a creat un vid in peisajul
politic kosovar. In ansamblu, Rugova a lisat o mostenire semnificativa in privinta
eforturilor de reconstructie si dezvoltare in Kosovo, dar complexitatea contextului
post-conflict a cerut continuarea eforturilor si adaptarea la schimbarile din regiune.

Declaratia de Independenta din 2008

Declaratia de Independenta a Republicii Kosovo, proclamatd la 17
februarie 2008, a reprezentat un moment istoric si controversat in evolutia acestei
regiuni balcanice. Aceastd miscare a fost raspunsul la ani de negocieri nereusite
privind statutul sau, iar consecintele sale au avut un impact profund asupra scenei
politice si geopolitice.

! Remzi Lani, Rugova and the UCK: Chronicle of a Shifting Balance, “The International
Spectator”, Vol. 34, No. 4, 1999, pp. 29-40.

2 valur Ingimundarson, The Politics of Memory and the Reconstruction of Albanian
National Identity in Postwar Kosovo, “History and Memory”, Vol. 19, No. 1, 2007, pp. 95-
123.

8 Mieczystaw P. Boduszynski; Vjeran Pavlakovi¢, Cultures of Victory and the Political
Consequences of Foundational Legitimacy in Croatia and Kosovo, “Journal of
Contemporary History”, Vol. 54, No. 4, 2019, pp. 799-824.

4 New York Times, Rugova and the UCK: Chronicle of a Shifting Balance,
https://www.nytimes.com/2006/01/23/world/ibrahim-rugova-61-kosovo-albanian-leader-is-
dead.html, (11.11.2024).
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Contextul care a precedat declaratia a fost marcat pe de-o parte de esecul
kosovarilor si pe cealaltd parte de succesul sarbilor in discutiile organizate sub
egida Natiunilor Unite cu referire la statutul final al Kosovo. Cu un statut de
protectorat sub administratia ONU?, dar si cu o misiune NATO de mentinere a
picii? prezenti pe teritoriu, Kosovo a ciutat recunoasterea internationald si
suveranitatea deplind. Incertitudinea si tensiunile etnice preexistente au alimentat
dorinta unei schimbari fundamentale. Declaratia a fost fundamentatd pe dreptul
poporului kosovar la autodeterminare, subliniind necesitatea unui stat viabil si
democratic. Locuitorii etnici albanezi si-au exprimat dorinta de a se desprinde de
statutul provizoriu sub administratie internationald si de a deveni o entitate
independenti, bazati pe principii democratice si respect pentru drepturile omului.?

Cu toate acestea, recunoasterea internationald a independentei Kosovo a
fost subiectul unor dezbateri extinse. State precum Statele Unite si numeroase tari
din Uniunea Europeand au recunoscut rapid independenta Kosovo, sustinind
dreptul siu la autodeterminare. In schimb, alte state precum Romania“, Rusia®,
Serbia®, China’ si Spania® au refuzat si recunoasca Kosovo, sustinind integritatea
teritoriald a Serbiei. Astfel, pentru Kosovo, recunoasterea internationald a fost o
provocare si un succes mixt. Peste o sutd de tiri au recunoscut independenta
Kosovo,® dar lipsa de consens la nivel global a impiedicat aderarea la organizatii

! Alexandros Yannis, Op. cit., pp. 67-81.

2 NATO, NATO's Role in Kosovo, https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics_48818.htm,
(23.11.2024).

3 Christopher Borgen, Kosovo’s Declaration of Independence: Self-Determination,
Secession and Recognition, “ASIL INSIGHT”, 2008, pp. 4-5.

4 Ministerul Afacerilor Externe, Conformitatea declaratiei de independenta a institugiilor
de autoguvernare din Kosovo, https://www.mae.ro/node/2167, (13.11.2024).

5 Balkan Insight, Russia ‘Won't Recognise Kosovo’,
https://balkaninsight.com/2008/09/22/russia-won-t-recognise-kosovo/, (2.11.2024).

® Radio Free Europe, Serbian President Rules Out 'Factual Or De Jure' Recognition Of
Kosovo, https://www.rferl.org/a/serbia-vucic-kosovo-fatual-de-jure-
recogntion/32314013.html, (2.11.2024).

7 Anadolu Ajansi, China Backs Serbia's Territorial Integrity Amid Tensions with Kosovo,
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/china-backs-serbias-territorial-integrity-amid-
tensions-with-kosovo/2909878, (2.11.2024).

8 Reuters, Spain Says Won't Recognise Kosovo Independence,
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL18645227/, (2.11. 2024).

o World Population Review, Countries that Recognize Kosovo 2024,
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-that-recognize-kosovo,
(2.11.2024).
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internationale precum Natiunile Unite!. Asadar, impactul Declaratiei de
Independenta asupra relatiilor regionale si globale a fost semnificativ ; Kosovo a
devenit subiectul unor complexe negocieri si dialoguri diplomatice, iar impactul
asupra stabilitatii regionale din Balcani a fost subiectul unei atentii constante.

Pe de alta parte, efectele Declaratiei asupra locuitorilor provinciei Kosovo
au fost variate. Pe plan intern, a marcat inceputul unui proces complex de
constructie a statului, institutionalizare si consolidare a identitdtii nationale. Cu
toate acestea, dificultdtile practice ale guvernarii si ale relatiilor interetnice au
persistat.

In final, Declaratia de Independenti din 2008 a deschis un nou capitol
pentru Kosovo, marcand dorinta de a trece de la un statut de protectorat la o
entitate suverand, dar si generand dezbateri profunde asupra dreptului la
autodeterminare si implicatiilor sale asupra stabilitdtii regionale si internationale.

Recunoasterea internationala
Statele care recunosc independenta Kosovo

Statele care recunosc independenta Kosovo au contribuit semnificativ la
configuratia politica si diplomatica a regiunii Balcanilor si au reprezentat un sprijin
crucial pentru Kosovo in consolidarea pozitiei sale la nivel international si pentru
definirea statutului siu ca natiune suverand. In acest context, recunoasterea a fost
adesea motivatd de principiile autodeterminarii popoarelor, intelese ca un drept
fundamental al comunitatilor de a-si decide propriul viitor si statut. Astfel, Statele
Unite®, Marea Britanie®, Franta®, Australia si Germania®, au fost printre primele tari
care au acordat recunoasterea oficiald a independentei Kosovo in 2008.

Recunoasterea independentei Kosovo de catre diverse state a fost
determinata de o varietate de considerente, reflectind complexitatea si
sensibilitatea situatiei geopolitice din regiunea Balcanilor. Un motiv esential in

1 statista, Kosovo & Beyond: Where the UN Disagrees on Recognition,
https://www.statista.com/chart/29371/un-partial-recognitions/ (6.11.2024).

2 Mehmet Ocal, Ayse Aslithan Celenk, op. cit., pp. 167-183.

3us. Department of State, U.S. Recognizes Kosovo as Independent State, https://2001-
2009.state.gov/secretary/rm/2008/02/100973.htm, (8.11.2024).

4 Anadolu Ajansi, UK Huge Supporter of Kosovo's Independence: Foreign Secretary,
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/uk-huge-supporter-of-kosovos-independence-foreign-
secretary/3100337, (20.02.2024).

5 Balkan Insight, France Recognises Kosovo,
https://balkaninsight.com/2008/02/18/france-recognises-kosovo/, (8.11.2024).
6 Balkan Insight, Germany, Australia Recognise Kosovo,

https://balkaninsight.com/2008/02/20/germany-austria-recognise-kosovo/, (8.11.2024).
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procesul de recunoastere a fost sustinerea principiilor autodeterminirii popoarelor.*
Unele state au interpretat independenta Kosovo ca pe un exercitiu legitim al
dreptului unui popor de a decide propriul sau statut si viitor. Aceasta a reprezentat
o reactie directd la vointa clar exprimatd a majoritatii albaneze din Kosovo pentru
independenta. Sprijinul acordat independentei Kosovo a fost, de asemenea, motivat
de dorinta de a contribui la stabilizarea regiunii Balcanilor. Multe state au invocat
recunoasterea ca pe un pas crucial In directia reconcilierii si a diminudrii
tensiunilor etnice, oferind perspective de pace si stabilitate intr-un context marcat
de instabilitate istorica.

Pe de alta parte, recunoasterea Kosovo a fost privitd si ca un act de
promovare a democratiei si respectarii drepturilor omului. Unele state au
considerat cd acordarea independentei Kosovo reflectd angajamentul lor fatd de
valorile fundamentale ale democratiei si a fost perceputd ca o miscare in directia
protejarii drepturilor individuale in conformitate cu normele internationale.® Pentru
unele tari, decizia de a recunoaste Kosovo a fost influentata de contextul istoric si
moral al conflictelor din Balcani. Aceasta a fost o expresie a solidaritatii si
compasiunii fatd de comunitatea albaneza, impreuna cu dorinta de a contribui la
incetarea suferintelor populatiei din Kosovo.*

Trebuie mentionat si faptul cd regiunea Kosovo joacd un rol esential in
Balcani, atit din punct de vedere geopolitic, cat si geostrategic, lucru demonstrat
de prezenta Camp Bondsteel, baza care gizduieste KFOR sub coordonarea
NATO®. Aceasti bazi, gestionati de Statele Unite si sprijiniti de trupe din mai
multe tari europene, subliniazd importanta Kosovo ca punct central pentru
etnice. De altfel, pozitia sa strategica in Balcani face din Kosovo un teritoriu de
importantd majora pentru supravegherea si prevenirea escaladarii tensiunilor din
Europa de Sud-Est. Colaborarea dintre autoritatile kosovare si NATO este bine
documentatd; mandatul KFOR, stabilit prin Rezolutia 1244 a Consiliului de
Securitate al ONU®, legitimeazd prezenta NATO pentru asigurarea securititii.

1 Spyros Economides, Kosovo, Self-Determination and the International Order, “Europe-
Asia Studies”, Vol. 65, No. 5, 2013, pp. 823-836.

2 Nina Caspersen, The Pursuit of International Recognition After Kosovo, “Global
Governance”, Vol. 21, No. 3, 2015, pp. 393-412.

3 llir Deda, Kosovo: Internationalized Democracy-Building, “Comparative Southeast
European Studies”, Vol. 57, No. 2, 2009, pp. 235-260.

4 Charles A. Kupchan, Independence for Kosovo: Yielding to Balkan Reality, “Foreign
Affairs”, Vol. 84, No. 6, 2005, pp. 14-20.

® NATO, NATO'’s Role in Kosovo, https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohg/topics_48818.htm,
(23.11.2024).

6 ONU, UN Security Council Resolution 1244,
https://unmik.unmissions.org/sites/default/files/old_dnn/Res1244ENG.pdf, (6.11.2024)
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Proiecte comune, precum perfectionarea Fortei de Securitate din Kosovo?,
confirma rolul in crestere al acestei entitati in arhitectura de securitate europeana.

Pana la inceputul anului 2024, Kosovo a fost recunoscut oficial ca stat
independent de citre peste o suti de state.? Acestea provin din Europa, America de
Nord, America Latind, Africa si Asia. Cele mai multe state care au recunoscut
independenta Kosovo provin din regiunile europeand si nord-americand. Unele
state din Africa si Asia au recunoscut, de asemenea, Kosovo, dar numarul acestora
este mai limitat in comparatie cu alte regiuni.?

Statele care nu recunosc independenta Kosovo

Nerecunoasterea independentei Kosovo reprezintd un element central in
politica externd a Serbiei. Cu rdddcini adanc In istoria comund si legaturile
culturale stranse, Serbia nu accepta si nu recunoaste statalitatea Kosovo.* Guvernul
sarb considera teritoriul ca fiind o parte indivizibila si integrantd a statului sdu.
Aceastd pozitie ferma este alimentatd de sentimentul national si de preocuparile
pentru integritatea teritoriald. Serbia, In concordantd cu politica sa oficiald, nu
negociaza cu guvernul de la Pristina in calitate de stat independent si continud sa
isi exprime aspiratia de a pastra controlul asupra regiunii.®

La randul sau, Rusia a fost constantd in nerecunoasterea independentei
Kosovo,® sustinind ferm integritatea teritorialdi a Serbiei si opunindu-se
schimbarilor unilaterale ale frontierelor statelor. Aceastd pozitie reflectd nu doar
alianta istorica si culturald puternici dintre Rusia si Serbia,’ dar si preocupirile
majore ale Rusiei legate de suveranitatea statelor si posibilele precedent pentru alte
regiuni separatiste. Kremlinul considera ca recunoasterea independentei Kosovo ar

1 Edward Newman; Gézim Visoka, NATO in Kosovo and the Logic of Successful Security
Practices, “International Affairs”, Vol. 100, No. 2, 2024, pp. 631-653.

2 World Population Review, Countries that Recognize Kosovo 2024,
https://worldpopulationreview.com/country-rankings/countries-that-recognize-kosovo,
(20.10.2024).

® Ibidem.
4 Radio Free Europe, Serbian President Rules Out ‘Factual or de Jure’ Recognition of
Kosovo, https://mww.rferl.org/a/serbia-vucic-kosovo-fatual-de-jure-

recogntion/32314013.html, (20.10.2024).

® The Government of the Republic of Serbia, Serbia Will Continue to Pursue Independent,
Sovereign Foreign Policy, https://www.srbija.gov.rs/vest/en/217542/serbia-will-continue-
to-pursue-independent-sovereign-foreign-policy.php, (14.10.2024).

6 Balkan Insight, Russia Won't Recognise Kosovo’,
https://balkaninsight.com/2008/09/22/russia-won-t-recognise-kosovo/, (20.02.2024).

! Geopolitical Monitor, Russia-Serbia Relations: True Friends or Pragmatic Players?,
https://www.geopoliticalmonitor.com/russia-serbia-relations-true-friends-or-pragmatic-
players/, (2.11.2024).
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putea crea un precedent periculos, amenintdnd stabilitatea in alte parti ale lumii,
inclusiv Tn ceea ce priveste regiuni separatiste din interiorul Federatiei Ruse.*

Beijingul, in ciuda diversitatii perspectivei sale diplomatice, refuza sa
recunoasca statalitatea Kosovo, sustindnd ca aceasta decizie se aliniaza principiului
suveranititii statelor si integrititii teritoriale.” China argumenteazi ci orice
recunoastere unilaterala a independentei Kosovo ar crea un precedent periculos
pentru alte regiuni cu aspiratii secesioniste, amenintand stabilitatea regionald si
ordinea internationald. In mod constant, Beijingul a respins orice incercare de
schimbare a statutului Kosovo fard un consens international larg, reiterand
angajamentul sdu pentru principiile fundamentale ale dreptului international si
pentru solutii bazate pe dialog si negociere.?

Tn context european, atat Spania®, cat si Grecia® adopta pozitii ferme in
ceea ce priveste nerecunoasterea independentei Kosovo. Spania se opune
recunoasterii Kosovo din cauza temerilor legate de posibilele implicatii asupra
regiunilor sale separatiste interne, cum ar fi miscarea basci® sau regiunea
Catalunia’. Acest stat considera ci orice recunoastere a independentei Kosovo ar
putea deschide calea catre argumente similare pentru regiunile care doresc
autonomie sau independenti in interiorul propriilor granite. In acelasi timp, Grecia,
avand pozitii oscilante,® si-a exprimat ingrijordrile in legitura cu stabilirea unui

L Viadimir Baranovsky, The Kosovo Factor in Russia's Foreign Policy, “The International
Spectator”, Vol. 35, No. 2, 2000, pp. 113-130.

2 Anadolu Ajansi, China Backs Serbia’s Territorial Integrity amid Tensions with Kosovo,
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/china-backs-serbias-territorial-integrity-amid-
tensions-with-kosovo/2909878, (2.11.2024).

3 The SAIS Review of International Affairs, Why China is Serbia’s New Main Ally in the
Kosovo Independence Dispute, https://saisreview.sais.jhu.edu/china-serbia-kosovo-
independence-dispute/, (20.10.2024).

4 Reuters,  Spain  Says  Won’t  Recognise = Kosovo  Independence,
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL18645227/, (20.10.2024).

> Anadolu Ajansi, Greece Reiterates Stance on Not Recognizing Kosovo,
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/europe/greece-reiterates-stance-on-not-recognizing-
kosovo/2857646, (4.11.2024).

6 Rajko Petrovi¢, The Violent Struggle for Independence: The Basque-Kosovo Parallels,
“BOJHO AEJIO”, 2022, p.13.

" Consiliul European pentru Relatii Externe, Spain’s Kosovo-Catalonia Conundrum,
https://ecfr.eu/article/commentary_spains_kosovo_catalonia_conundrum_7240/,
(4.11.2024).

8 Kosovo Online, The Secret Connection Between Athens and Pristina,
https://mww.kosovo-online.com/en/analysis/secret-connection-between-athens-and-
pristina-greece-weakest-link-among-five-eu-countries, (4.11.2024).
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precedent in privinta problemei cipriote.® In Bosnia si Hertegovina, pozitia este
impartitad, cu bosniacii si croatii recunoscand independenta Kosovo, iar sérbii
opunandu-se acestei recunoasteri. *

Romania a adoptat la randul sdu o pozitie constantd in ceea ce priveste
nerecunoasterea independentei Kosovo, reflectdnd atdt preocuparile sale istorice,
ct si priorititile de securitate si diplomatice.® Acest refuz de a recunoaste Kosovo
este in concordantd cu legaturile stranse cu Serbia, Romania avand traditional
relatii prietenoase cu tara vecini.* De asemenea, Romania incearci si evite prin
nerecunoasterea Kosovo recunoasterea Transnistriei® si legitimarea separatismului
secuiesc.® O parte a comunititii maghiare din Romania, concentrati in special in
Tinutul Secuiesc’, a exprimat periodic aspiratii pentru autonomie teritoriald si
culturala, generand dezbatere si preocupdri la nivel national. Grupuri sau
organizatii locale au adus in discutie idei legate de autonomie administrativa si
recunoasterea specificitatile culturale ale comunitatii maghiare. Cu toate acestea,
autoritdtile romdne au respins in mod constant aceste cereri, subliniind
angajamentul fatd de principiul unitatii teritoriale si etnice a statului.®

Pozitia organizatiilor internationale cu privire la independenta Kosovo

1 Serbian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Selakovi¢: Kosovo and Cyprus Present the Same
Problem, Only Different in Details, https://www.mfa.gov.rs/en/press-
service/statements/selakovic-kosovo-and-cyprus-present-same-problem-only-different-
details, (4.11.2024).

2 Euractiv, Dodik Says Bosnia and Herzegovina Will Never Recognise Kosovo,
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/dodik-says-bosnhia-and-herzegovina-will-
never-recognise-kosovo/, (4.11.2024).

3 Defense Romania, Pozitia Romdniei privind recunoasterea Kosovo ramdne neschimbatd,
Tn ciuda dialogului Serbiei cu fosta sa regiune, https://www.defenseromania.ro/pozitia-
romaniei-privind-recunoasterea-kosovo-ramane-neschimbata-in-ciuda-dialogului-serbiei-
cu-fosta-sa-regiune-doar-4-state-nato-nu-recunosc-independenta-
kosovo_621450.html#google_vignette, (4.11.2024).

4 Reprezentanta Permanentd a Romaniei pe langd Uniunea Europeand, Relatiile dintre
Romdnia si Serbia sunt foarte bune si vor fi mai bune, https://ue.mae.ro/romania-
news/7587, (4.11.2024).

® Adevarul, De ce Romdnia nu recunoaste independenta Kosovo. Ce spun expertii despre

decizia Bucurestiului, https://adevarul.ro/politica/de-ce-nu-recunoaste-romania-
independenta-kosovo-2300787.html, (11.11.2024).
® Ibidem.

” Levente Salat, Istvan Gerg6 Székely, Dorottya Lakatos, The Autonomy Movement of
Hungarians in Romania, “European Yearbook of Minority Issues”, Vol. 19, No. 1, 2022,
pp. 268-296.

8 Ibidem.
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Organizatiile internationale au jucat un rol semnificativ in procesul de
recunoastere internationald a Kosovo. Desi nu exista organizatii internationale care
sd recunoasca oficial independenta Kosovo, remarcam organizatii si institutii care,
prin anumite actiuni sau declaratii, au semnalizat sprijinul pentru statalitatea
kosovara.

Pand la momentul cercetdrii, Banca Mondiald si Fondul Monetar
International sunt doud organizatii internationale majore care au actionat ca si cum
ar functiona independenta Kosovo. Banca Mondiala a acceptat Kosovo ca membru
la 29 iunie 2009%, deschizind calea pentru sprijinul financiar si programele de
dezvoltare oferite de aceasta institutie. Proiectele sale au contribuit la dezvoltarea
infrastructurii, educatiei si sectorului privat in Kosovo.? De asemenea, FMI a
acordat statutul de membru Kosovo in aceeasi dati.® Aceasti calitate de membru a
facilitat colaborarea in domeniul economic, stabilizarea financiard si promovarea
unor politici macroeconomice responsabile in cadrul tarii.* Prin integrarea n aceste
organizatii, Kosovo a avut acces la resurse si expertiza internationald esentiale
pentru consolidarea economiei si implementarea reformelor necesare pentru
dezvoltare durabila.

Uniunea Europeana a jucat un rol semnificativ in eforturile de mediere si
stabilizare a regiunii. Prin intermediul misiunilor si agentiilor sale, UE a manifestat
sprijin pentru procesul de consolidare a institutiilor si a capacitatilor
guvernamentale din Kosovo.® Cu toate acestea, pozitia UE fatd de recunoasterea
formala a independentei Kosovo nu a fost unitara, dat fiind faptul ca anumite state
membre nu au recunoscut incd Kosovo. Pozitia oficiald a UE a fost, 1n linii mari,
aceea de a sustine procesul de normalizare si stabilizare a relatiilor dintre Kosovo
si Serbia, fird a impune o pozitie uniforma asupra recunoasterii. in acelasi timp,
UE a avut misiuni si reprezentanti 1n regiune, cum ar fi EULEX, care a avut rolul
de a sprijini dezvoltarea institutiilor si respectarea normelor internationale.

L us. Department of State, Kosovo Joins the IMF and World Bank, https://2009-
2017 .state.gov/r/pa/prs/ps/2009/06a/125489.htm, (18.10.2024).

2 Banca Mondiald, World Bank and Kosovo Sign Agreement To Support Public Finances
and Sustainable Growth, https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2022/04/21/world-bank-and-kosovo-sign-agreement-to-support-public-finances-
and-sustainable-growth, (29.10.2024).

3 Fondul Monetar International, Press Release: Kosovo Becomes the International
Monetary Fund’s 186th Member,
https://mww.imf.org/en/News/Articles/2015/09/14/01/49/pr09240, (18.10.2024).

* Fondul Monetar International, Building a Central Bank from Scratch in Kosovo,
https://www.imf.org/external/np/ins/english/capacity_countries_mfs_kosovo.htm,
(14.10.2024).

® Burim Mexhuani, The Role of the EU in Shaping Kosovo's Political Future: A Critical
Analysis, “Cogent Social Sciences”, No. 9, 2023, p. 13.
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Daca, pe plan politic, statutul Kosovo raméne un subiect sensibil si extrem
de dezbatut in arenele politice si diplomatice, in sport, pozitia Kosovo a devenit
mai clard si mai acceptatd, oferindu-i un cadru de afirmare internationald. La 9
decembrie 2014, Comitetul Olimpic International a acceptat Comitetul Olimpic din
Kosovo ca membru cu drepturi depline, pozitie sustinutd si de Comitetele
Olimpice Europene'. De asemenea, Kosovo este membru al UEFA si FIFA,
participind astfel la competitiile organizate de aceste entititi internationale®.
Sportul reprezintd, in acest context, o noud arend de manifestare a puterii soft a
Kosovo, care cautd prin astfel de mijloace sd castige recunoasterea comunitatii
internationale si sa 1si consolideze statutul de stat independent. Totusi, aceasta
abordare diplomaticd sportivd a generat tensiuni, Serbia contestand calitatea de
membru a Kosovo in UEFA 1in fata Curtii de Arbitraj Sportiv. Disputa s-a
concentrat asupra interpretarii articolului 5(1) din Statutul UEFA, iar Kosovo a
avut castig de cauza®,

In final, este important si subliniem ci numeroase organizatii
internationale, inclusiv Natiunile Unite®, nu au recunoscut oficial independenta
Kosovo. Nerecunoasterea independentei Kosovo de catre ONU reflecta
complexitatea si sensibilitatea chestiunii, determinand lipsa unui consens global. Tn
absenta unei decizii ONU care si ofere sprijin recunoasterii, statutul Kosovo
ramane un subiect controversat. Acest impas se datoreaza opozitiei unor state
membre ale ONU care sustin integritatea teritoriald a Serbiei si considerad
declaratia de independentd a Kosovo drept incompatibild cu dreptul international.
In ciuda recunoasterii extinse din partea unor state si organizatii, absenta unui
consens global in cadrul ONU a avut consecinte semnificative asupra statutului
international al Kosovo, inclusiv limitdri In ceea ce priveste participarea la
organizatiile internationale si diplomatia globala. Situatia continud sd fie
monitorizatad si discutatd pe scena internationald, reflectdnd dificultatea obtinerii
unui consens in randul statelor membre ale ONU cu privire la acest aspect.®

in plus, in cazul Uniunii Europene, cu toate ¢i un numir semnificativ de
state membre au recunoscut independenta Kosovo, exista si state care au ales sa nu

! Malcolm Katrak, Kosovo's Pursuit of International Recognition: Football Association v.
UEFA, "National Law University Jodhpur Law Review", VVol. 5, No. 1, 2018, pp. 4-6.

2 Ibidem, p. 3.

3 Radio Europa Liberd, Sports Court Rejects Serbia's Challenge to Kosovo's UEFA

Membership, https://www.rferl.org/a/kosovo-soccer-uefa-serbia-challenge-
rejected/28255212.html, (13.11.2024).

4 Statista, Kosovo & Beyond: Where the UN Disagrees on Recognition,
https://www.statista.com/chart/29371/un-partial-recognitions/ (20.10.2024).

® Ibidem.
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0 facd.! Aceastd absentd de consens in randul statelor UE privind recunoasterea
Kosovo este in parte influentatd de preocupari legate de precedent si respectarea
principiilor statalitatii. Mai mult, divergentele interne ale statelor membre, precum
Spania? si Romania®, care au regiuni cu aspiratii separatiste, pot influenta pozitia
lor colectiva in ceea ce priveste recunoasterea Kosovo. In contextul european,
nerecunoasterea de céitre UE reflecta eforturile de a mentine unitatea si a evita
conflictele interne intre statele membre, subliniind astfel delicatele echilibre pe
care Uniunea Europeand incearcd sia le mentind in domeniul relatiilor
internationale.

Alte organizatii regionale, precum Uniunea Africani® sau Organizatia
pentru Cooperare si Dezvoltare in Europa®, nu recunosc oficial independenta
Kosovo. OSCE a acordat asistentd in construirea institutiilor democratice si in
promovarea respectirii drepturilor omului in Kosovo.” Totusi, in ceea ce priveste
recunoasterea oficiald a independentei Kosovo, nu exista o pozitie a OSCE. Statele
membre au avut opinii divergente, iar organizatia in sine nu a adoptat o pozitie
unitard asupra acestei chestiuni. Optiunile si viziunile statelor membre au variat in
functie de interpretarea normelor si principiilor internationale, precum si de
relatiile bilaterale cu statele implicate in conflict.®

! Kosovo Online, Five EU Countries Will Not Recognize Kosovo Soon; Possible Elections
in Serbia and Kosovo, https://www.kosovo-online.com/en/news/analysis/five-eu-countries-
will-not-recognize-kosovo-soon-possible-elections-serbia-and-kosovo, (11.11.2024).

2 Reuters, Spain Says Won't Recognise Kosovo Independence,
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL18645227/, (11.11.2024).

3 Defense Romania, Pozitia Romdniei cu privire la recunoasterea Kosovo rdamdne
neschimbatd, in  ciuda  dialogului  Serbiei  cu  fosta  sa  regiune,
https://www.defenseromania.ro/pozitia-romaniei-privind-recunoasterea-kosovo-ramane-
neschimbata-in-ciuda-dialogului-serbiei-cu-fosta-sa-regiune-doar-4-state-nato-nu-
recunosc-independenta-kosovo _621450.html#google_vignette, (12.11.2024).

4 Stjepan Novak, Can the EU Make Member States Recognise Kosovo?, “Croatian
Yearbook of European Law and Policy”, No. 19, 2023, pp. 299-316.

® Uniunea Africana, Adress Before the Eighteen Ordinary Session of the Executive Council
of the African Union, Addis Abeba, 2010, https://au.int/sites/default/files/speeches/29351-
sp-
sp_en_27_january_2011_summit_address_h.e._mr._vuk_jeremic_minister_foreign_affairs
_republic_serbia.pdf, (12.11.2024).

6 Vijesti, Why Is Kosovo Not Part of the OSCE?,
https://en.vijesti.me/world/balkan/684145/why-is-kosovo-not-part-of-oebs-a, (12.11.2024).
" Marcin Czaplinski, The OSCE in the New International Environment in Kosovo, “OSCE
Yearbook”, 2009, pp. 179-189.

8 Ibidem.
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Asadar, aceste organizatii si-au mentinut pozitia de neutralitate sau au
evitat sa se implice direct in aceasta chestiune sensibila, reflectand astfel varietatea
perspectivelor si abordarilor la nivel global. Recunoasterea Kosovo subliniaza
complexitatea si persistenta tensiunilor geopolitice in aceasta regiune.

Concluzii

Perspectivele privind recunoasterea internationald a independentei Kosovo
raman un subiect complex, marcat de nuante geopolitice si dinamici regionale
profunde. Desi un numar semnificativ de state si organizatii internationale au
recunoscut statalitatea Kosovo®, exista si o opozitie sustinuti din partea unor actori
influenti in arena internationald. Printre acestia, Rusia® si China® au rimas ferm
angajate in sustinerea Serbiei si au blocat demersurile de admitere a Kosovo in
ONU, indicand o dinamica geopolitica incarcata si impredictibila.

In interiorul UE, recunoasterea Kosovo a generat diviziuni intre statele
membre. Chiar dacd un numdr semnificativ de state europene au recunoscut
independenta Kosovo, existi si unele care au ales si nu o faca®, precum Spania® si
Romania®. Aceste discrepante reflectd dilemele statelor membre privind riscurile
pe care recunoasterea unor entitdti separatiste le poate implica pentru integritatea
lor teritoriald. Conform evolutiilor politice si diplomatiei in continud schimbare,
perspectiva unei recunoasteri extinse a Kosovo in randul statelor UE rdmane
deschisa la interpretari.

Analizénd in profunzime aceasta situatie, evolutiile din Kosovo si regiunea
inconjuratoare sunt esentiale, iar stabilitatea politicd si economica n Kosovo,
precum si rezolvarea chestiunilor nerezolvate, inclusiv dialogul cu Serbia, sunt

1 statista, Kosovo & Beyond: Where the UN Disagrees on Recognition,
https /Iwww.statista.com/chart/29371/un-partial-recognitions/ 11.11. 2024).

Balkan Insight, Russia ‘Won't Recognise Kosovo’,
https://balkaninsight.com/2008/09/22/russia-won-t-recognise-kosovo/, 22.10.2024).
3 Anadolu Ajansi, China Backs Serbia’s Territorial Integrity amid Tensions with Kosovo,
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/asia-pacific/china-backs-serbias-territorial-integrity-amid-
tensions-with-kosovo/2909878, (22.10.2024).
4 Kosovo Online, Five EU Countries Will Not Recognize Kosovo Soon; Possible Elections
in Serbia and Kosovo, https://www.kosovo-online.com/en/news/analysis/five-eu-countries-
will-not-recognize-kosovo-soon-possible-elections-serbia-and-kosovo, (22.10.2024).
S Reuters, Spain Says Won't Recognise Kosovo Independence,
https://www.reuters.com/article/idUSL18645227/, (22.10.2024).
® Defense Romania, Pozitia Romdniei cu privire la recunoasterea Kosovo ramdne
neschimbatd, in  ciuda  dialogului  Serbiei  cu  fosta  sa  regiune,
https://www.defenseromania.ro/pozitia-romaniei-privind-recunoasterea-kosovo-ramane-
neschimbata-in-ciuda-dialogului-serbiei-cu-fosta-sa-regiune-doar-4-state-nato-nu-
recunosc-independenta-kosovo_621450.html#google_vignette, (22.10.2024).
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factori cheie pentru a céstiga sprijinul si recunoasterea statelor care Inca ezita.
Dialogul si angajamentul diplomatic continuu sunt cruciale pentru a depasi
impasurile si a deschide calea catre o recunoastere internationald mai larga.

Totusi, proclamarea independentei Kosovo si procesul ulterior de
recunoasgtere au generat numeroase controverse in domeniul dreptului
international, reflectdind dilemele organismelor internationale precum Consiliul
Europei®. Acest proces poate implica si un efort concertat pentru a solutiona
probleme legate de suveranitate, integritate teritoriald si norme diplomatice. In
primul rénd, unul dintre principalele puncte de dezbatere a fost modul n care
proclamarea independentei Kosovo s-a situat in raport cu principiile de drept
international. Un argument frecvent invocat de sustinitorii independentei este
acela cd, avand in vedere abuzurile grave asupra drepturilor omului suferite de
populatia majoritar albanezd in timpul conflictului din anii '90, Kosovo avea
dreptul la autodeterminare. Pe de altd parte, criticii au sustinut cd proclamarea
unilaterald a independentei a incdlcat principiile statalitatii si integritatii
teritoriale.?

In plus, situatia Kosovo a avut impact asupra modului in care alte entitati
separatiste sau regiuni cu aspiratii independente au fost tratate in arena
internationald. Aceasta a ridicat intrebadri cu privire la coerenta si aplicarea
consecventd a principiilor de drept international in abordarea acestor situatii
similare. De exemplu, Rusia a adoptat o abordare strategica in gestionarea crizei
din Donetk si Lugansk, invocand adesea precedentul creat de recunoasterea
independentei Kosovo pentru a-si sustine argumentele si actiunile n regiunea
esticd a Ucrainei.® In acest sens, Moscova a accentuat asemanirile dintre situatia
din estul Ucrainei si cea din Kosovo, sustindnd cd populatia majoritara rusofona
din Donetk si Lugansk ar trebui sa beneficieze de dreptul la autodeterminare,
similar cu populatia din Kosovo.* Aceasti analogie a fost prezentati pentru a
justifica sprijinul acordat separatistilor si pentru a contesta consistenta
Occidentului in aplicarea principiilor de drept international. Rusia a exploatat si
ipocrizia perceputd a Occidentului in aceastad chestiune, subliniind faptul ca statele
care au recunoscut independenta Kosovo resping acelasi drept la autodeterminare

1 Balkan Insight, Kosovo Passes First Step to Council of Europe Membership,
https://balkaninsight.com/2023/04/24/kosovo-passes-first-step-to-council-of-europe-
membership/, (22.10.2024).

2 Milena Sterio, The Case of Kosovo: Self-Determination, Secession, and Statehood Under
International Law, “American Society of International Law”, Vol. 104, 2010, pp. 361-365.
3 TASS, Putin Cites Precedent of Kosovo in Explaining Recognition of DPR, LPR,
https://tass.com/politics/1443661, (22.10.2024).

4 valur Ingimundarson, The ‘Kosovo Precedent’: Russia’s Justification of Military
Interventions and Territorial Revisions in Georgia and Ukraine, “LSE IDEAS Strategic
Update”, No. 4, 2022, pp. 5-16.
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in cazul Donetk si Lugansk sau in cel al Abhaziei si Osetiei de Sud’. Argumentand
cd actiunile Occidentului creeazd un dublu standard in abordarea acestor situatii,
Rusia a incercat si submineze credibilitatea internationald a acestor tari. In plus,
Kremlinul a folosit aceasta tema pentru a contesta politica occidentala in Europa
de Est si pentru a justifica propriile actiuni in sprijinul miscirilor separatiste.? Prin
evocarea persistentd a precedentului Kosovo, Rusia a cdutat nu doar sa legitimeze
actiunile sustinute 1n estul Ucrainei, ci si sd influenteze discursul si perspectivele la
nivel international.® Totusi, majoritatea statelor continui si respingd recunoasterea
independentei autoproclamate a regiunilor Donetsk si Lugansk, subliniind ca
fiecare situatie trebuie analizata distinct si ca un posibil dublu standard nu justifica
incilcarea principiilor fundamentale ale dreptului international.

De asemenea, recunoasterea independentei Kosovo a amplificat tensiunile
din Transnistria. In acest context, presedintele Federatiei Ruse, Vladimir Putin, a
subliniat existenta unei “duble masuri” in aplicarea dreptului la autodeterminare,
plasand Kosovo aldturi de cazurile anterior mentionate, dar si de Transnistria si
Ciprul de Nord*. Desigur, trebuie mentionat faptul ci, in politica externi a
Federatiei Ruse, problema transnistreand este catalogatd ca fiind una etnica, un
aspect eronat, menit totusi sa ofere o similitudine foarte mare cu cazul Kosovo®. Tn
contextul Tn care Kosovo a fost recunoscut ca stat independent de catre multe tari
occidentale, Rusia considerd cd aceastd actiune creeaza un precedent ambiguu.
Criticand abordarea tarilor europene, Putin le-a acuzat de utilizarea unor standarde
duble, argumentand cad in timp ce acestea acceptd independenta Kosovo, resping
simultan dreptul la autodeterminare al altor provincii: “Nu vreau sid supar pe
nimeni, dar Cipru a fost independent timp de 40 de ani. De ce nu Ti este

! Russian International Affairs Council, All for One and One for All: Diplomatic
Recognition of Kosovo, Abkhazia and South-Ossetia, https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-
and-comments/columns/european-policy/all-for-one-and-one-for-all-diplomatic-
recognition-of-kosovo-abkhazia-and-south-ossetia/, (22.10.2024).

2 Valur Ingimundarson, Russia’s Use of the Kosovo Case to Legitimize Military
Interventions and Territorial Conquests, “Fault Lines After COVID-19”, 2023, pp 185-
198.

3 Balkan Insight, How the ‘Kosovo Precedent’ Shaped Putin’s Plan to Invade Ukraine,
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/03/09/how-the-kosovo-precedent-shaped-putins-plan-to-
invade-ukraine/, (22.10.2024).

4 Victor Moraru, Provocarea Kosovo: Separatismul ca generator al tensionarii
internationale, "Revista de Filosofie, Sociologie si Stiinte Politice", No. 1, 2011, pp. 134-
140.

® Viorica Técu, The Transnistrian Issue in the Context Of Russia’s “Near Abroad” Policy,
"Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean", Vol. 5, No. 1, 2021, p.
134,

111


https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/european-policy/all-for-one-and-one-for-all-diplomatic-recognition-of-kosovo-abkhazia-and-south-ossetia/
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/european-policy/all-for-one-and-one-for-all-diplomatic-recognition-of-kosovo-abkhazia-and-south-ossetia/
https://russiancouncil.ru/en/analytics-and-comments/columns/european-policy/all-for-one-and-one-for-all-diplomatic-recognition-of-kosovo-abkhazia-and-south-ossetia/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/03/09/how-the-kosovo-precedent-shaped-putins-plan-to-invade-ukraine/
https://balkaninsight.com/2022/03/09/how-the-kosovo-precedent-shaped-putins-plan-to-invade-ukraine/

Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

recunoscuti independenta? Nu vi e rusine, europeni, de aceste standarde duble?””.
Aceastd abordare inconsecventd alimenteazd o dinamicd regionald complexa, in
care orage precum Tiraspol, Bender si Ribnita privesc cu sperantd recunoasterea
Kosovo, interpretdnd-o ca pe o potentiald deschidere pentru propriile aspiratii de
independenta. Tiraspol Times & Weekly Review mentioneaza ca “referendumul de
independentd al Transnistriei din 2006 nu a fost acceptat, desi peste 94% din
votanti au fost impotriva unificarii cu Moldova,” aspect ce confirma tensiunile
latente din regiune. Totusi, daca discutam despre referendum, este gresit sa facem
asocieri cu precedentul Kosovo, deoarece singurul referendum organizat a avut loc
in 1991 pe teritoriul provinciei si a trecut cu 99% voturi pozitive, dar a fost
recunoascut doar de statul albanez si nu a influentat deloc eforturile ulterioare de
obtinere si declarare a independentei. Cu alte cuvinte, un astfel de referendum,
organizat fard supraveghere internationald si doar pe teritoriul separatist nu poate
avea relevanti intr-un astfel de efort®,

Astfel, proclamarea independentei si recunoasterea Kosovo au stimulat o
serie de dispute si dileme in domeniul dreptului international, aducand in prim-
plan necesitatea adaptarii normelor internationale la realitatile si provocdrile din
lumea contemporand. Cu toate aceste, desi recunoasterea internationald a
independentei Kosovo poate parea un teritoriu complicat si controversat, abordarea
constructiva, dialogul continuu si angajamentul pentru solutii bazate pe principii
diplomatice rdman imperative in cdutarea unui consens si a unei stabilititi pe
termen lung n regiune.
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Conflict; Independence; Sovereignty

Contact
details of the | E-mail: olga.state@ulbsibiu.ro
authors:

Institutional Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu — Department of
affiliation of | International Relations, Political Science and Security
the authors: Studies

Institutions Calea Dumbravii No. 34, 2= Floor, 550324, Sibiu, Romania,
address: phone 0040269422169

Introducere

Republica Georgia este localizatd in zona de centru-vest a Transcaucaziei.
Statul detine granitd comuna cu Federatia Rusa, Azerbaidjan, Armenia si Turcia, si
are iesire la Marea Neagri in partea de vest a tarii®.

! Big Asia, Gruzija, https://bigasia.ru/asian_countries/gruziya/ (11.11.2024).
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Conform Constitutiei georgiene, Georgia este un stat independent, unitar si
indivizibil. Delimitarea teritorial-administrativdi este determinata de dreptul
constitutional, odatd cu obtinerea independentei de stat in 1991 si stabilirea
suveranititii asupra intregului teritoriu georgian®.

Se disting patru tipuri de administrare locald si regionald, in interiorul
granitelor. Functioneaza doua regiuni cu statut de republici autonome in cadrul
Georgiei suverane: Abhazia si Ajara. In afard de acestea, teritoriul este impartit in
alte noud regiuni administrative. Osetia de Sud a detinut statutul de regiune
autonomd in cadrul Georgiei, incadratd in regiunea Sida Kartli. Abhazia,
considerata la nivel international drept parte componentd a Georgiei, activeaza ca
entitate independenta din 19932,

RUSSIA

ABKHAZIA

Samegrelo-
Zemo Svaneti
5

Racha-Lechkhumi
and Kvemo Svaneti 4

Mtskheta-

BLACK Imereti

TURKEY

Organizarea administrativa a Georgiei®

Abhazia si Osetia de Sud sunt doud regiuni istorice care detin particularitati
culturale, lingvistice si etnice ce dateaza dinaintea formarii structurilor statale
contemporane. Poporul abhaz este o grupare etnicd, amplasat intre litoralul Marii
Negre si muntii Caucazului. Teritoriul abhaz, pe parcursul secolelor, a apartinut
mai multor entitati statale, inclusiv Regatul Georgian si Imperiul Otoman. Osetia

! Administration of the President of Georgia, Territorial Arrangement and Governance,
https://president.gov.ge/ge/Georgia/Territorial StructureAndGovernment (11.11.2024).

2 Statoids, Regions of Georgia, http://www.statoids.com/uge.html (11.11.2024).

8 Depositphotos, Georgia Administrative Divisions,
https://depositphotos.com/vector/georgia-administrative-divisions-69763687.html
(11.11.2024).
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de Sud este un teritoriu populat de osetini, amplasati geografic in proximitatea
muntelui Elbrus. Pentru o bund perioada de timp, Osetia de Sud s-a aflat sub
influenta Imperiului Persan, apoi sub influentd sovieticd si georgiana. Pana la
formarea Uniunii Sovietice, aceste teritorii erau dominate de relatii conflictuale.
Odata cu instaurarea regimului bolsevic, au fost modificate frontierele, iar in
rezultat, s-a ajuns la modificarea structurii politice si a autonomiei regiunilor. in
timpul dominatiei sovietice, Abhazia si Osetia de Sud erau teritorii autonome in
cadrul Republicii Sovietice Socialiste Georgiene. Ambele entitati detineau un
anumit grad de suveranitate, ce presupunea legi proprii, Constitutie proprie si
organe de conducere proprii®.

Secesiunea abhaza si osetina a avut loc sub influenta mai multor cauze, atat
interne, cat si externe. In aceste conditii, luim in considerare urmdtorii factori:
situatia politica a statului georgian de la sfarsitul anilor 1980, descentralizarea
Uniunii Republicilor Sovietice Socialiste, aspiratia catre independentd si
suveranitate a elitei politice de la Tbilisi, dar si miscérile de emancipare a
grupurilor etnice din interiorul statului, in special a osetinilor si abhazienilor.

In total existd peste 80 de grupuri etnice ce locuiesc in Georgia; cele mai
mari dar si cu cea mai mare influentd politicd sunt cele reprezentate de georgieni,
armeni, rusi, abhazieni si osetini>. Minorititile abhaziana si osetini au demonstrat
cea mai activa luptd de revendicare a identitatii nationale, aspirand spre dobandirea
unei entitdti statale.

Miscarile etno-nationaliste ce au luat amploare in acea perioada pornesc din
politicile sovietice de centralizare, ce aveau un caracter totalitar si represiv,
caracterizate in principal de actiunile de asimilare fortata si relocare a grupurilor
minoritare®. Ca urmare a sistemului politic centralizat si majoritar pe care Georgia
I-a mostenit de la Uniunea Sovietica, elita politica adopta legi si modifica
Constitutia fard discutii sau consultari cu reprezentatii opozitiei sau a grupurilor
minoritare’. Unul din momentele de cotiturd pentru trecerea brusci la ideologia
nationalista a fost represiunea manifestatiei de protest din 9 aprilie 1989. A avut
loc o demonstratie masiva pro-independentd, ce a fost inabusitd brutal de fortele
speciale sovietice®. In consecinta, ulterioarele politici promovate in Georgia erau

! Aleksey Podvolotsky, Abhazija i Juzhnaja Osetija: Istorija dolgoj bor'by za nezavisimost'
ot Gruzii, https://ura.news/news/1052773251 (11.11.2024).

2 Stefan Wolff, Georgia: Abkhazia and South Ossetia, in “Encyclopedia Princetoniensis”,
https://pesd.princeton.edu/node/706 (28.10.2024).

% Richard Pipes, The Formation of the Soviet Union: Communism and Nationalism, 1917—
1923, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, 1997, p. 198.

* Mikheil Shavtvaladze, The State and Ethnic Minorities: The Case of Georgia, “Region”,
Vol. 7, Nr. 1, 2018, p.49.

5 Jonathan Wheatley, Managing Ethnic Diversity in Georgia: One Step Forward, Two
Steps Back, “Central Asian Survey”, Vol. 2, Nr. 28, 2009, p. 122.
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formulate in baza unei agende etnic-nationaliste radicale, contrar ideilor moderate,
bazate pe patriotism®.

Ca si ceilalti lideri politici georgieni etno-radicalisti, autoritatile abhaze si
sud-osetine au folosit retorica cu aceleasi principii radicaliste pentru a-si mobiliza
adeptii pentru infiptuirea secesiunii de Georgia®.

In studiul efectuat mai jos, a fost realizati o analizi aprofundati a
desfasurarii conflictelor abhaz si osetin, descriind in mod detaliat premisele,
etapele si statutul final al partilor beligerante. Aceste doua conflicte, precum si
celelalte disensiuni din zona caucaziana, conditioneaza starea de pace a zonei
Caucazului de Sud, afectand in mod direct activitatea politica a guvernelor statelor
adiacente.

Intrucat zona predispune de un potential strategic foarte ridicat, fiind calea
de acces catre Asia Mica si Orientul Mijlociu, Federatia Rusd, avand pozitia unui
hegemon 1n regiune, doreste realizarea propriilor interese, lucru ce poate fi
implementat doar prin monopolizarea desfasurarii proceselor politice si interventia
n afacerile interne ale acestora. Tn ciuda faptului cd Moscova se declard a fi cel
mai competent mediator, situatia internationald curenta demonstreaza contrariul.

In urma tuturor eforturilor partilor implicate direct si indirect, Abhazia si
Osetia de Sud au statutul de state nerecunoscute de Organizatia Natiunilor Unite®.
Alaturi de Federatia Rusd, entitati statale precum Republica Araba Siriana,
Nicaragua, Venezuela si Nauru recunosc independenta Abhaziei si Osetiei.

Cazul Abhaziei

Pe toata perioada sovietica, regiunea Abhaziei s-a aflat in componenta RSS
Georgiene, statutul sau schimbandu-se odatid cu procesele de descentralizare a
Uniunii Sovietice. Respectiv, contradictiile dintre conducerea Abhaziei si cea
georgiand s-au intensificat. Miscarile populatiei abhaze au luat amploare si au dat
startul cererilor pentru independenta istorica a regiunilor. A avut loc intensificarea
miscarilor nationaliste, ce pledau pentru crearea statului georgian mono-etnic.
Inclusiv si presedintele Gamsahurdia a transformat ideea creérii Georgiei mono-

! Thomas de Waal, The Caucasus: An Introduction, Oxford University Press, 2010, p. 132.
2 Revaz Koiava, Georgian National Narratives on Conflicts 1991-2012, in “Regional
Dialogue”, 2016, https://regional-dialogue.com/en/georgian-national-narratives-on-
conflicts-1991-2012/ (28.10.2024).

3 Marine Mucley, A World Tour of the States Not Recognized by the UN, “Le Journal
International”, 2015, https://www.lejournalinternational.fr/A-World-Tour-of-the-States-
not-recognized-by-the-UN_a2998.html (29.10.2024).

4 TASS, Countries that Recognized South Ossetia’s and Abkhazia’s Independence,
https://tass.com/world/1007058 (11.11.2024).
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etnice intr-o politica de stat, alaturi de ‘“dez-Armenizare” si “dez-
Azerbaidjanizare™.

Tn 1989, au avut loc o serie de evenimente care au reflectat conflictul Tn
legislatie’. Confruntirile dintre Georgia si Abhazia a dus la faptul ci Thilisi a
anulat o serie de acte legislative din perioada sovietica privind statutul Abhaziei:
1921-statutul de alianta al Georgiei si Abhaziei; 1931-autonomia Abhaziei in
cadrul RSS Georgiene. In raspuns, in 1990, Sovietul Suprem al Abhaziei a adoptat
Declaratia Suveranitatii de Stat a Republicii Sovietice Socialiste Autonome
Abhazia®.

Dupa plecarea lui Zviad Gamsahurdia de la conducere, situatia s-a deteriorat
si mai mult. Populatia abhaza dorea sa-si asigure supravietuirea nationald, dar si
fizica, iar “zviadistii” voiau infaptuirea planului Georgiei mono-etnice. Eduard
Sevardnadze, succesorul la functia de presedinte, condamna ordinele lui
Gamsahurdia in privinta teritoriului Abhaziei®. Totusi, rizboiul din Abhazia era o
oportunitate pentru Sevardandze. Aflandu-se in opozitie, el incd era un strdin, un
cetitean rus cu resedinta la Moscova. Fard rdazboi acesta nu se putea bucura
niciodata de sustinerea pe care a avut-0 Gamsahurdia®. Riazboiul abhazo-georgian a
fost pretul revenirii lui Sevardnadze la conducerea statului.

Sevardnadze a inceput o campanie militard in Abhazia, iar considerand
faptul cd armata guvernamentald era mult mai bine dotata decat trupele separatiste,
victoria era greu de obtinut. Abhazia a capatat, in scurt timp, ajutor eficient din
partea popoarelor din Caucazul de Nord, datorita “solidaritatii etnice a
popoarelor”®. Populatia Abhaziei considera interventia militari a Georgiei drept o
amenintare pentru intreaga sa existentd, fiind descrisd in documente ca “teroare in

! Olga Vasilyeva, Georgia as a Model of Post-communist Transformation, Gorbachev-
Found, Moscova, 1993, pp. 29-46.

2 Guram Amkuab, Abkhazia: Chronicle of Undeclared War, Luch, Moscova, Part 1, 1992,
pp. 12-15.

3 Oficial'naja Abhazija, Deklaracija o gosudarstvennom suverenitete Abhazskoj Sovetskoj
Socialisticheskoj Respubliki: Prinjata X sessii Verhovnogo Soveta Abhazskoj ASSR 11
sozyva 25 avgusta 1990 g., https://apsny.land/zakon (06.05.2024).

4 David Losaberidze, The Problem of Nationalism in Georgia, The Caucasian Institute,
Thilisi, 1998, p. 10, https://www.nato.int/acad/fellow/96-98/losaberi.pdf (06.05.2024)

® Spartak Zhidkov, Brosok maloj imperii, Maikop, Adygeya, 1996, p. 397.

& Spartak Zhidkov, Faktor Severnogo Kavkaza v Kontekste Gruzino-Abhazskogo Konflikta,
“International Alert” p. 44, https://www.international -
alert.org/app/uploads/2021/08/Caucasus-Georgia-Abhazia-North-Caucasus-Factor-RU-
2012.pdf (06.05.2024).
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masa, exterminarea fizicA a oamenilor, torturarea prizonierilor, desfasurate de
Consiliul de Stat al Georgiei in Abhazia ca un act de genocid al natiunii abhaze™*?,

Réazboiul dintre Georgia si Abhazia a durat mai mult de un an, provocand
daune materiale si pierderi umane imense®. Din 1992, conflictul se desfisoara intre
statul georgian si restul populatiei multietnice a Abhaziei®.

Pozitia oficiala a Federatiei Ruse privind conflictul din Abhazia este bazat
ar trebui s aiba drepturi politice extinse. Pe baza acestor pozitii, Rusia a activat ca
un intermediar, oferind ajutor ambelor parti implicate, si cu contributia acesteia, au
fost incheiate doua documente, Memorandumul de Intelegere din decembrie 1993,
si Acordul privind Refugiatii si Declaratia cu privire la Reglementarea Politica,
ambele semnate in aprilie 1993. La cererea partilor, in iulie 1994, a fost introdusa o
misiune rusi de mentinere a picii de-a lungul granitei dintre Georgia si Abhazia®.

La scurt timp dupad debarcarea trupelor, Rusia nu mai lua in considera
parerile partii abhaziene, reprezentdnd interesele Georgiei. Ministrul rus de
Externe, Kozarev a compus un plan pentru “sufocarea economica” a Abhaziei®. Tn
baza acestui plan, guvernul rus a instituit un regim “special” de relatii economice
si politice cu Abhazia, care s-a dovedit a fi o blocada a regiunii, cu scopul izolarii
acesteia de restul lumii’. Blocada Abhaziei contravenea intereselor Federatiei Ruse

1 “On Genocide of the Abkhaz Nation’, Resolution no. 10-127, Gudauta, 16 Sep. 1992.,
https://abkhazworld.com/aw/conflict/739-the-security-of-the-caspian-sea-region
(06.05.2024)

2 Alexander Krylov, The Security of the Caspian Sea Region. The Georgian-Abkhazian
Conflict, https://abkhazworld.com/aw/conflict/739-the-security-of-the-caspian-sea-region
(06.05.2024).

3 Amnesty International, Mirnye zhiteli na linii ognja. Gruzino-Rossijskij Konflikt,
Amnesty International Publications, London, p. 9, https://www.amnesty.org/en/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/eur040052008rus.pdf (06.05.2024).

4 Alexander Krylov, The Georgian-Abkhazian Conflict, Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute, p. 286,
https://www.sipri.org/sites/default/files/files/books/SIPRI0O1Chufrin/SIPRI01Chufrin16.pdf
(06.05.2024).

® Ibidem (06.05.2024).

6 Ju. Anchabadze, C. Zatlin, Gruzino-Abhazskij Konflikt: proshloe, nastojashhee,
perspektivy uregulirovanija, https://zatulin.ru/gruzino-abxazskij-konflikt-proshloe-
nastoyashhee-perspektivy-uregulirovaniya/ (06.05.2024).

7 Postanovlenie Pravitel'stva RF ot 19 dekabrja 1994 g. N 1394, O merah po vremennomu
ogranicheniju peresechenija  gosudarstvennoj granicy Rossijskoj Federacii s
Azerbajdzhanskoj Respublikoj i Respublikoj Gruzija, https://base.garant.ru/10103582/
(06.05.2024).
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si a fost dur criticatd in ambele camere ale Parlamentului rus'. De aceea, nu a putut
fi implementatd pand la capat, pentru ca astfel de decizii ar fi insemnat
destabilizarea situatiei si subminarea pozitiei Rusiei in Intreaga zona a Caucazului
de Vest. Conducerea Georgiei era nemultumitda de faptul ca Rusia nu a folosit
avantajele oferite de misiunea de pacificare, nu a preluat controlul asupra regiunii
si nu a readus-o in componenta statului’. Tnainte de plecarea lui Eltin de la
conducere, politica guverndrii de la Tbilisi a devenit anti-rusa. Cu scopul implicarii
statelor occidentale in conflict, diplomatia georgiana a sustinut ideea credrii unei
“centuri de state democratice” In jurul Rusiei, si stabilizarea situatiei din Caucaz,
fara participarea Federatiei Ruse. O astfel de atitudine a inrautitit relatiile cu
Rusia, opozitia georgiand caracterizdnd-0 ca “ignordnd interesele nationale a
Rusiei” si o manifestare a “rusofobiei irationale din partea guvernirii Georgiei”*.

Cu preluarea functiei de presedinte al Federatiei Ruse a lui Vladimir Putin,
Moscova a incetat si considere Georgia ca un aliat politic in regiune. In 1999, a
fost anulat regimul “special” la graniti cu Abhazia, ridicAnd blocada economica®.
Consecintele discutiilor dintre conducerile Rusiei si Abhaziei din noiembrie 2000
se refera la dorinta elitei politice din Abhazia de a mentine prezenta militara rusa
in Caucazul de Sud. Acest fapt ar fi un factor major pentru mentinerea stabilitatii,
permitand bazei militare ruse de activa Tn Gudauta In Abhazia. Tn decembrie 2000,
n cadrul intalnirilor de lucru ale membrilor CSI, Rusia a introdus un regim de vize
pentru Georgia, insi regimul nu se aplica pentru cetitenii Osetiei si Abhaziei °.

Federatia Rusi a inceput sd implementeze un nou sistem pentru promovarea
intereselor in Caucazul de Sud, mai exact pentru Armenia, Georgia si Azerbaidjan,
si a statelor nerecunoscute din aceasta regiune. Toate statele ce existd de facto in
aceasta regiune, ar putea crea un sistem favorabil si un echilibru politic strategic
pentru activitatea Rusiei®.

Cazul Osetiei de Sud

! Council.gov.ru, Pravitel'stvo Rossijskoj Federacii, Postanovlenie ot 27 dekabrja 1997 g.
N 1640, Obrashhenie K Prezidentu Rossijskoj Federacii B. N. El'cinu,
http://council.gov.ru/activity/documents/4971/, (06.05.2024).

2 Alexander Krylov, Loc. cit.

% Valerii Kobalia, Rossija zahlopnula dver’ k spaseniju, “Nezavisimaya Gazeta”, 2001,
https://www.ng.ru/cis/2001-02-24/5_closed.html?id_user=Y (06.05.2024).

4 KonturNormativ, Pravitel'stvo Rossijskoj Federacii Postanovlenie ot 9 sentjabrja 1999 g.
N 1029, O Priznanii Utrativshimi Silu Postanovlenij Pravitel'stva Rossijskoj Federacii,
https://normativ.kontur.ru/document?moduleld=1&documentld=34111 (06.05.2024).

5 Alexander Krylov, Loc. cit.

® Ibidem.
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Regiunea Autonoma Osetia de Sud isi proclama independenta la 20 aprilie
1992. Statutul legal al regiunii a fost gestionat de legea cu privire la Regiunea
Autonoma a Osetiei de Sud, adoptati in 1980,

Conflictul a trecut prin mai multe stadii de desfasurare, avansand de la o
chestiune locald la o problemd de anvergurd internationald. Prima etapd a
desfasurarii conflictului se incadreaza in categoria principiilor ideologice, care se
argumenteaza prin faptul ca Tn etapa dintre anii 1988-1989, partile aflate in conflict
au stabilit idei si principii care sd defineasca pretentiile reciproce. Au fost stabilite
orientdrile etno-politice pentru ca conflictul sa aibd loc. Istoricii si jurnalistii
georgieni mentionau 1n lucrari faptul cd “osetinii ar fi straini pamantului georgian”,
migrand din partea Caucazului de Nord. Omologii osetini continuau sa sustind teza
“mostenirii alane comune” a celor doua Osetii, cea de Nord, aflatd in componenta
Federatiei Ruse si cea de Sud in Georgia®. A doua etapi a fost cea politica, din anii
1989-1991. S-a desfasurat cu stabilirea statutului legal al regiunii, Insotitd de
neconcordantele dintre autoritatile centrale si cele separatiste. Problema principala
era acordarea statutului de republicd autonoma in cadrul Georgiei. Acest statut a
fost acordat si retras pe parcursul acestor doi ani, concluzadnd cu initierea unor
migcari nationaliste, soldate cu victime. La 11 decembrie 1990, Sovietul Suprem a
abolit statutul autonomiei regiunii si a declarat stare de urgentd in timp ce
guvernarea georgiani a impus o blocada a Osetiei de Sud®. Tn cadrul celei de a treia
etape, s-a recurs la confruntirile armate propriu-zise dintre Georgia si Osetia de
Sud. Osetia de Nord, republici autonomad in cadrul Federatiei Ruse, a fost
implicata in conflict. In rezultat, zeci de mii de refugiati din ambele tabere au
emigrat in Georgia. Moscova nu era in stare sa gestioneze situatia creata, iar
Vladikavkazul a amenintat cd nu va semna unu nou tratat federal, cu exceptia
cazului in care Moscova sustine intr-0 forma sau alta Osetia de Sud. In 24 iunie
1992, Boris Eltin si Eduard Sevardnadze au semnat Acordurile de la Soci, care
functionau in baza principiilor de reglementare a conflictului dintre Georgia si
Osetia de Sud. A fost desfasuratd din 14 iulie o operatie de mentinere a pacii, unde
au fost instalate contingente ale Osetiei, Georgiei dar si ale Federatiei Ruse, iar
Comisia Unificata de Control a avut scopul principal sd monitorizeze
implementarea armistitiului. Astfel, conflictul a ajuns in starea sa inghetata®.

Pe parcursul celei de a patra etape, pana in anul 2004, nu au avut loc dispute
semnificative Intre cele doud parti aflate in conflict. Prevederile armistitiului care

1 Alexander Skakov, South Ossetia: Demography, Economy, Policy, in Georgia: Its
Problems and Perspectives, Vol. 2, 2002, p. 167.

2 Artur Tsutsiyev, Atlas of the Ethnopolitical History of the Caucasus (1774-2004), Yale
University Press, New Haven, 2014, pp. 111-117.

3 Sergey Markedonov, The South Ossetia Conflict, in Anton Bebler (Ed.), Frozen Conflicts
in Europe, Leverkusen, Verlag Barbara Budrich, 2015, p. 112 (06.05.2024).

* Ibidem, p. 113.
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au fost implementate, au garantat o convietuire pasnici a populatiei. in 1992 au
fost incetate schimburile de focuri, au fost ridicate blocadele si a fost instaurata o
pace relativa. Misiunea de mentinere a pacii a fost condusa la comun de catre
armata rusa si georgiana si au fost semnate documente importante care prevedeau
reabilitarea zonei de conflict. De remarcat este documentul cu titlul
Memorandumul privind masurile de securitate si de consolidare a increderii,
semnat la 16 mai 1996 de catre partile in conflict si Acordul Interguvernamental
ruso-georgian din 3 decembrie 2000, privind refacerea economica a regiunii
conflictului si reintoarcerea refugiatilor’,

Etapa a cincea se refera la dezghetarea conflictului, prin incercarile din
partea Tbilisi de a schimba balanta fortelor de-a lungul granitei Osetiei de Sud si a
formatului legal de coexistenta pasnica. Revolutia Rozelor si victoria lui Mihail
Saakasvili la alegerile rezidentiale in 2004 au alimentat sentimentele nationaliste
ale populatiei. Discursul sdu politic consta in revanga “umilintei nationale” care a
avut loc in cazul Osetiei si Abhaziei. Saakasvili a sfidat Acordurile de la Soci si a
acuzat Federatia Rusd de crime si partinire etnicd. Scopurile lui Saakagvili
constituiau 1in internationalizarea conflictului privind Osetia de Sud, prin
implicarea Statelor Unite si a statelor europene la rezolutia sa; prezentarea
conflictului dintre Georgia si Osetia ca fiind mai exact o disputa dintre Georgia si
Federatia Rusa si o manifestare din partea Rusiei a tendintei de neo-imperialism; si
lichidarea rolului Rusiei de garant exclusiv a pacii in regiune®. Anul 2004 a fost
marcat de reluarea confruntirilor armate, a provocarilor, a blocadei liniilor de
comunicatii etc.’

In 2004 a fost punctul de cotiturd in politica rusd fatd de aceastd regiune.
Moscova a tinut sa ramana impartiala si neutra pentru mentinerea status-quo-ului,
considerati ci este cea mai buna optiune. insa dupa 2004, Federatia Rusi a realizat
faptul cd securitatea intregului Caucaz de Nord depinde de situatia din Osetia de
Sud, si de facto s-a aliturat de partea autoproclamatei republici®.

Moscova a inceput sa considere Thinvali (capitala Osetiei de Sud) drept un
instrument de influentd a Tbilisi, care avea, in contextul acelor circumstante, o
viziune nu numai pro-americana, dar si una evident anti-rusa. Pierderea Osetiei de
Sud a inceput sa fie perceputa drept o amenintare pentru Federatia Rusa. Intre anii
2005-2006, Parlamentul Georgiei a adoptat o serie de rezolutii. in 2005, la 11
octombrie, a fost adoptatd Rezolutia “cu privire la situatia curenta in regiunile de

! Sergey Markedonov, Op.cit., 2015, p. 113.

2 BBC RUSSIAN.COM, Georgia Threatens to Withdraw from the Treaty on Ossetia, [in
Russian], BBC Russia, 20 June 2004,
http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/russian/russia/newsid_3911000/3911101.stm (30.04.2024).

3 Sergey Markedonov, Op.cit., 2015, p. 114.

* Ibidem.
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conflict in teritoriul Georgiei si a Operatiilor de Pacificare in desfisurare™, la 15
februarie 2006, Rezolutia cu privire la situatia actuald in fostul district autonom al
Osetiei de Sud si procesul de pacificare in curs de desfasurare?, si Rezolutia din
15 februarie 2006, cu privire la fortele de mentinere a pdcii situate pe teritoriul
Georgiei®, care apreciazi misiunea rusi de pacificare ca fiind “extrem de
negativa”, si actiunile indeplinite de Federatia Rusa precum “eforturi permanente
indreptate spre anexarea acestei regiuni georgiene’.

Actiunile Georgiei ce au fost desfasurate intre anii 2004-2008 au fost
puternic influentate de un factor extern, care totodata avea si un rol decisiv. Opinia
publica georgiana exprima nemultumiri fatd de guvernarea lui Sevardnadze, care
opta pentru Tmplinirea planului credrii unei Georgii puternice, unite teritorial.
Asistenta tehnico-militard ce provenea din partea SUA, dar si apropierea fata de
NATO, a facut ca Georgia si creadd faptul ci eventual, Vestul va sustine
reintregirea tarii. Tbilisi era convins de faptul ca Statele Unite si aliatii nu vor
acorda atentia asupra violdrii acordurilor de pace cu Osetia si Abhazia, dar si nici
asupra evenimentelor ce nu corespundeau democratiei inclusiv in cadrul tarii, spre
exemplu presiunile administrative asupra opozitiei ce au avut loc in timpul
alegerilor din 2004 si 2008. In 2008, Moscova la fel a contribuit asupra
“dezghetarii” conflictelor din Georgia. La 21 martie, Duma de Stat a adoptat o
rezolutie care stabilea doud conditii pentru o posibild recunoastere a independentei
Osetiei si Abhaziei. Acestea se refereau la aderarea Georgiei la NATO si folosirea
fortei in raport cu cele doud republici®.

In aprilie 2008, Federatia Rusa, printr-un decret oficial al presedintelui,
oferd Osetiei de Sud si Abhaziei, asistentd substantiald, care prevedea, pe langa
alte lucruri, si stabilirea legdturilor diplomatice cu Moscova de catre Thinvali si
Suhumi. Prin reactie imediata, Vestul a declarat ca sustine integritatea teritoriald a
Georgiei®.

Conflictul de lunga duratd s-a conturat mai pronuntat in “Razboiul de 5 zile”
ce a avut loc Tn august 2008, in care au fost implicate direct fortele armate ruse.

! Civil.ge, Resolution of the Parliament of Georgia Regarding the Current Situation in the
Conflict Regions on the Territory of Georgia and Ongoing Peace Operations,
https://civil.ge/archives/109853 (03.05.2024).

2 Reliefweb, Resolution of the Parliament of Georgia on the Current Situation in the
Former Autonomous District of South Ossetia and Ongoing Peace Process,
https://reliefweb.int/report/georgia/resolution-parliament-georgia-current-situation-former-
autonomous-district-south (03.05.2024).

3 Civil Georgia, Resolution of the Georgian Parliament on Peacekeeping Forces Stationed
in the Conflict Zones, https://civil.ge/archives/111093 (03.05.2024).

* Ibidem.

° Nezavisimaya Gazeta, Duma razocharovala nepriznannyh, https://www.ng.ru/cis/2008-
03-24/1_nepriznannye.html (03.05.2024).

& Sergey Markedonov, Op. cit., 2015, p. 116.
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Acest incident a fost cea de a treia confruntare armata dintre Georgia si Osetia de
Sud Tncepand cu anii 1990. Spre deosebire de celelalte evenimente, implicarea
contingentelor ruse a fost ordonata si categorisita drept “operatie cu scopul de a
constrange Georgia la pace” si de a salva populatia Osetiei de la un dezastru
umanitar la scard larga. Conflictul se incheie la 26 august 2008, in momentul n
care Federatia Rusi recunoaste oficial Osetia de Sud ca stat independent™.

Tntre anii 1992-2004, Rusia a tins si joace rolul unui negociator si promotor
al pacii, sustinand initial integritatea teritoriala a Georgiei. Problema separatista
cecend din anii 1990, a influentat Moscova sa mentina relatii pozitive cu Tbilisi,
sub forma cooperirii militare si de securitate. In anii 2004-2008, prin incercirile
guvernarii de la Thbilisi sa “dezghete” conflictul, a scdzut rolul Federatiei Ruse in
procesul de management de instituire a pacii, ceea ce a contribuit la schimbarea
atitudinii Moscovei in aceastd privintd. Din 2004, Rusia avea rolul de protector al
regiunii secesioniste, iar odata cu recunoasterea independentei acestei regiuni in
august 2008, si-a indeplinit misiunea. Cu instaurarea noului status-quo, din 2008
Federatia Rusa garanteazd securitatea si restabilirea economica a Osetiei de Sud,
ce are statutul curent de regiune ce apartine Rusiei si dispune de independenta
partiala®.

Thilisi, pe de alta parte, nu si-a schimbat abordarea fatd de Osetia, pe care o
considera Incd “teritoriu ocupat” si conducerea Osetiei drept “marionete” ruse. Cu
toate acestea, actualul guvern georgian s-a exprimat public in favoarea unui dialog
direct cu populatia Osetiei de Sud. Perspectivele solutiondrii conflictului depind in
mare masurd de progresele in cadrul normalizarii relatiilor ruso-georgiene.
Rezolvarea problemelor umanitare ca traficul transfrontalier, educatie, asistentd
medicala etc., si dialogul dintre societdtile civile a Georgiei si Osetiei ar putea
contribui in acest sens. In aceastd ordine de idei, cea mai importantd consecinti a
razboiului din 2008 a fost recunoasterea oficiald de catre Moscova a independentei
Abhaziei si Osetiei de Sud, Astfel, cele doud foste republici autonome ale Georgiei
s-au alaturat grupului de state independente partial recunoscute. Dependenta
crescandd a Abhaziei si a Osetiei de Rusia a provocat ingrijordri in Occident
privind posibilitatea restabilirii a unei puternici influente a Rusiei in spatiul post-
sovietic. Situatia in Osetia de Sud a fost luata in considerare intr-un cadru mai larg
al politicii externe a Moscovei in Eurasia si al relatiei sale cu Occidentul. Cu toate
acestea, Moscova deocamdata nu intentioneaza sa ihcorporeze legal Osetia de Sud
in cadrul Federatiei Ruse®.

Conflictele In zonele separatiste georgiene Osetia de Sud si Abhazia au
reprezentat o sursd continua de instabilitate in arealul Caucazului de Sud. Georgia
isi proclama suveranitatea, ceea ce a provocat inceperea disonantelor intre

! Ibidem.
2 Ibidem, p. 117.
% Ibidem, p. 118.

126



Anuarul Laboratorului pentru Analiza Conflictului Transnistrean /
The Yearbook of the Laboratory for the Transnistrian Conflict Analysis
Vol. VII, No. 1, 2024

guvernarea de la Tbilisi si Moscova. Cauza conflictului o constituie pretentiile
teritoriale si declaratiile privind auto-determinarea: Georgia fisi proclama
suveranitatea asupra Abhaziei si Osetiei de Sud, iar regiunile isi rezerva dreptul la
secesiune. Principalele confruntari dintre fortele guvernamentale si trupele
secesioniste s-au conturat in Osetia de Sud in 1992 si Abhazia in 1994. Chiar daca
aceste miscari de separatism erau declarate a fi ilegale Tn cadrul statului georgian,
Thilisi nu mai detinea controlul asupra acestora’.

De la sfarsitul anilor 1980, conflictele etno-teritoriale au devenit o realitate
caracteristica zonei Caucazului, care saboteaza starea de stabilitate, proiectele de
dezvoltare si chiar nivelul economic pentru satisfacerea strictului necesar. Sunt 5
zone 1n care au izbucnit razboaie si violentd in perioada sfarsitului secolului XX-
inceputul secolului XXI: Karabahul de Munte, Thinvali (Osetia de Sud), Abhazia,
Osetia-Ingusetia si Cecenia.’.

Conflictele din Caucaz sunt deseori asociate cu anumite planuri secrete ale
Rusiei, cu ciocnirea dintre culturi si minoritati culturale, dar si etnice, prin
manifestdri de intolerantd si agresivitate. De fapt, incapacitatea convietuirii mai
multor minorititi demonstreazd incapacitatea reglementarilor institutionale, care
sunt gi cauza principald a acestor disensiuni, mai mult decdt anumiti factori
geopolitici. Totusi, manipularile geopolitice ocupa un loc principal in momentul
analizei unui conflict ascuns sau tacit, considerand interesele anumitor actori
puternici in regiune®.

Mai multi analisti, mai ales cei care provin din regiunile conflictuale ale
Caucazului, tind s@ atribuie factorului rus majoritatea problemelor prezente si
erorile conducerii guvernelor. Rusia este, intr-adevar puternic implicatd in
conflicte, nu doar prin trupele de mentinere a pacii, dar si prin comertul de
armament pe care il desfasoara cu partilor implicate. Totusi, in functie de gradul de
apropiere si interese, Federatia Rusa este selectiva in privinta cantitatii si calitatii
armelor; prin activitdti manipulative pentru redresarea situatiei economice si
serviciile de inteligenta. Politica rusd in raport cu un grup etnic sau altul este la fel,
un factor decisiv. Cu exceptia Cecenilor, care erau implicati intr-un razboi direct cu
Rusia, toate partile angajate in disensiuni au solicitat sustinerea Federatiei Ruse,
eventual aceasta ajungand arbitru in procesul de negociere a solutiilor®.

! Stephen Jones, Georgia: The Conflict with Russia and the Crisis in South Ossetia, 18
august 2008,
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN04819/SN04819.pdf
(30.04.2024), p.3.

2 George Tarkhan-Mouravi, The Georgian-Abkhazian Conflict in a Regional Context,
http://pdc.ceu.hu/archive/00002157/01/IPS_Abkhaz_paper_jav.pdf, (06.05.2024) p. 2.

% Ibidem.

4 Ibidem, p. 4.
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Apelarea din partea statelor la Rusia pentru ajutor, demonstreaza, intr-0
oarecare masurd, incapacitatea acestora de a se descurca pe cont propriu cu
problemele care apar la nivel national, crescand anvergura situatiilor la un nivel
international. Chiar daca Federatia Rusa este inca vazuta ca o figura importanta din
perspectiva tuturor statelor Caucazului, avdnd un cuvant decisiv in procesul de
ameliorare a situatiei, multi dintre liderii politici supraestimeaza capacitatea Rusiei
de a solutiona conflictele in Caucaz, influenta acesteia asupra desfasurarii
ulterioare a conflictelor fiind minima™.

Concluzii

Regiunea Caucazului reprezintd un element cheie pentru mentinerea pacii,
dar si a securitatii Eurasiei. Datoritd pozitiei geografice de importanta strategica
ridicata, statele influente din zona manifestd un interes bine definit in desfasurarea
politicii externe. Din cauza institutionalizarii instabile a autoritatilor centrale
caucaziene, dar si a relevantei scdzute in afacerile internationale, acestea au
cunoscut actiuni precum interventie militard strdind, manipulari, santaj si actiuni de
destabilizare. Zona Caucazului este un focar de conflicte, ce au la baza nu doar
interese geopolitice, ci si idei de suveranitate a unor entitati a caror politica interna
si externd este controlatd de marii hegemoni. Disonanta geopoliticd in acest
teritoriu a contribuit direct la sciderea increderii reciproce. Mai mult decat atat,
entitatile statale recurg la militarizarea excesiva cu scopul asigurdrii securitatii si
sigurantei. Starea tensionatd si instabild a regiunii a necesitat interventia
organizatiilor regionale si internationale de securitate, cum ar fi Organizatia pentru
Securitate si Cooperare in Europa sau misiunile de pacificare a Federatiei Ruse.
Totusi, se observa ca metodele de reglementare aplicate s-au dovedit a fi
ineficiente?.

Unele state manifesta un interes deosebit in desfagurarea evenimentelor din
regiune. in Caucaz, Rusia urmdreste o politica regionald asertivd, in concordanti
cu traditiile istorice care definesc regiunea ca “o parte indivizibila a istoriei si
destinului Rusiei”, precum si un obiect al intereselor sale geostrategice
contemporane®. Cu atdt mai mult, rolul sdu ca “jucitor important” in regiune ce
dateaza de mai multi ani, continud sa modeleze anumite perceptii, dar si prioritati.
Obiectivele Federatiei Ruse in Caucaz se confruntd cu cele ale comunitatii de

L 1bidem.
2 Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, Conflict and Peacebuilding in the
Caucasus, https://mww.sipri.org/research/conflict-peace-and-security/russia-and-

eurasia/conflict-and-peacebuilding-caucasus (29.10.2024).
3 Kamaludin Gadjiev, Bol'shaja igra na Kavkaze: vchera, segodnja, zavtra,
Mezhdunarodnye otnoshenija, Moscova, 2012, p. 318.
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securitate occidentala, in care ambele parti implicate au interese. Gestionarea
acestor intentii reprezintd o provocare la adresa securititii regionale’.

Cele mai importante motive ale Rusiei pentru implicarea in regiune sunt de
natura geopolitica. Moscova vede regiunea Caucazului ca un intreg, acoperind
Caucazul de Nord si de Sud si teritoriile ruse Krasnodar si Stavropol®. Situatia din
regiune este considerata critica pentru potentialul Rusiei de a-si proiecta mai larg
influenta in Asia Centrald si in Orientul Mijlociu. Violenta politica din zona nord-
caucaziana face ca Moscova sd fie sensibild la tendintele sociale si economice si la
potentiala “transmitere” a instabilititii pe teritoriul rus®,

In prezent, Moscova manifesta o politici agresiva si ostili in raport cu
Thilisi, sustinand miscarile de separatism din Osetia de Sud si Abhazia. Cele doua
regiuni secesioniste, in procesul luptei pentru independenta s-au bucurat de
sustinerea atit politicd, ct si militara dar si ideologica din partea Federatiei Ruse®.

In ultimii 25 de ani, Federatia Rusi a jucat diferite roluri in raport cu
Georgia. Din momentul obtinerii statutului de stat suveran independent, politica
externd a statului rus a devenit un impediment pentru dezvoltarea Georgiei post-
sovietice. In cadrul tensiunilor cu tentd secesionista care a angajat Georgia, pe de o
parte si Osetia de Sud si Abhazia, pe cealalta, rolul incipient al Moscovei a fost de
sustinere pentru secesionisti, ca mai apoi sid devind un mediator al partilor
beligerante. in final, Rusia si-a asumat rolul de “garant al pacii” la frontierele
regiunilor separate. Moscova a facut declaratii publice privind intentia sa de a
proteja cetatenii osetini si abhazieni fatd de nationalismul georgian, continuand
politicile sovietice, iar mai mult decat atat, sa le se ofere acestor populatii cetatenie
rusa. Acest aspect legal a contribuit $i mai mult la justificarea interventiei ruse in
politica internd a Georgiei pentru apirarea intereselor cetitenilor rusi°.

Statul georgian considera conflictele din Abhazia si Osetia de Sud ca fiind in
esentd, intre Thilisi si Moscova. In acest sens, Tbilisi este nemultumit de prezenta
militara in crestere Tn zonele secesioniste. Moscova a instalat baze “permanente” si
a folosit propriile servicii de securitate (FSB) pentru a demarca frontierele dintre

! Robert Craig Nation, Rossija i Kavkaz, “The Quarterly Journal”, https://connections-
gj.org/ru/article/rossiya-i-kavkaz (23.04.2024).

2 Zaurbek Shahmurzaev, «Pochemu Kavkaz — jeto Rossija? », Blog «RIA Kabardino-
Balkarija», http://kavpolit.com/blogs/zaurbek/2486, (23.04.2024).

3 Robert Craig Nation, Rossija i Kavkaz, “The Quaterly Journal” https://connections-
gj.org/ru/article/rossiya-i-kavkaz (23.04.2024).

4 Philip Remler, Russia’s Stony Path in the South Caucasus, Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, 2020, https://carnegieendowment.org/research/2020/10/russias-stony-
path-in-the-south-caucasus?lang=en (29.10.2024).

> Tracey German, David and Goliath: Georgia and Russia’s Coercive Diplomacy
“Defensive Studies”, Vol. 9, Nr. 2, 2009, pp. 224-241.
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entititile teritoriale si restul Georgiei'. Federatia Rusd se foloseste de intreg
arsenalul de instrumente pentru a schimba balanta puterii in regiune. Moscova
recurge si la instrumente de tip diplomatic (recunoasterea republicilor auto-
proclamate), vanzari de armament, acorduri privind statutul de forte, si altele,
pentru a-si asigura controlul in sfera sa primordiala de interes®.

Rusia este clar interesatd sa isi mentina securitatea la granitele sale si sa
pastreze sub control sfera sa traditionald de influentd in Caucaz, in timp ce Georgia
incearcd sa 1si centralizeze controlul asupra teritoriului sdu, urmdrind noi
oportunititi de parteneriat cu Uniunea Europeani si Alianta Nord-Atlantica. insa
incapacitatea de a face fatd mostenirii imperiale sovietice va impiedica sansele la
un dialog mai constructiv intre cele doud natiuni®. Orice normalizare a legaturilor
dintre Thbilisi si Moscova se va reduce, in cele din urma, la problema integritatii
teritoriale a Georgiei. Federatia Rusé nu a fost intotdeauna dispusa sa faca concesii
in acest sens, si nici nu va avea initiativa sa schimbe status-quo-ul regiunilor
Abhazia si Osetia de Sud in viitorul apropiat”.
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Abstract: The volume “The Armed Conflict of the Dniester. Three Decades
Later” published by the prestigious Peter Lang Publishing
Group, represents the 3" in the "South-East European History"
series.
It presents a valuable scientific source of information and
analysis, particularly considering present events in Ukraine. The
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from 1992. They collect and analyze information and offer
valuable interpretations within the frame of the regional security
and geopolitical context.
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The volume The Armed Conflict of the Dniester. Three Decades Later,
published by the prestigious Peter Lang Publishing Group?, celebrates ten years of
operation of the Laboratory for the Analysis of the Transnistrian Conflict, as a
research program within the Research Center for Political Science, International

! Eugen Strautiu, Steven D. Roper, William E. Crowther, Dareg Zabarah-Chulak, Victor
Juc, Robert E. Hamilton (Eds.), The Armed Conflict of the Dniester. Three Decades Later,
Peter Lang Publishing Group, Lausanne-Berlin-Bruxelles-Chennai-New York-Oxford,

2023.
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Relations and European Studies, of the Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu. During
this period, LATC carried out an intense editorial program, materialized through
volumes signed by Eugen Strautiu, in 2017* and 2019% Mihai Melintei in 2018°,
Alin Gvidiani in 2020%, but also volumes in which Eugen Striutiu collaborated
with Vasile Tabara (2015)° or Eugen Striutiu, Nicoleta Munteanu and Marius
Spechea (2017)°.

The Armed Conflict of the Dniester. Three Decades Later, published in
2023, with 256 pages dedicated to the conflict on the Dniester, represents the final
point of a research project carried out by LATC in collaboration with the Balkan
History Association in Bucharest - which is the holder of the "South-East
European History" series, within Peter Lang Publishing Group.

The Armed Conflict of
the Dniester

Three Decades Later

! Eugen Strautiu, The Transnistrian Conflict Files, Technomedia, Sibiu, 2017.

2 Eugen Strautiu, Transnistrian Bibliography, Technomedia, Sibiu, 2019.

3 Mihai Melintei, Cronologia conflictului transnistrean adnotatd bibliografic (cu versiune
in limba rusa), Armanis, Sibiu, 2018.

4 Alin Gvidiani, Documente si acte normative referitoare la procesul de reglementare
transnistreand, Technomedia, Sibiu, 2020.

® Eugen Strautiu, Vasile Tabara, A Comparative Analysis of the Development on the Two
Banks of the Dniestr, Techomedia, Sibiu, 2015.

® Eugen Strautiu, Nicoleta Munteanu, Marius Spechea, Optiunile partidelor politice din
Republica Moldova in problema transnistreand, Mega, Cluj-Napoca, 2017.
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This book results from a successful collaboration among editors, researchers,
and experts from Romania, the United States of America, Germany, Turkey, and
the Republic of Moldova, coordinated as volume editor by Professor Eugen
Strautiu (Lucian Blaga University of Sibiu).

The work includes an introduction written by Professor Eugen Strautiu
where he mentions the international editorial team, the university professors, and
the researchers who responded to the project’s initial call. Furthermore, the editor
refers to the fact that even though, there was a lack of bibliographic compendiums,
due to the Laboratory for the Analysis of the Transnistrian Conflict, in 2019 was
released a volume with studies, scientific reports, journal articles, memaoirs,
scientific periodicals, dissertations and doctoral thesis. Additionally, Professor
Strautiu suggests that the process of editing the volume also raised some
difficulties: the weak capacity of the researchers from Chisinau and Tiraspol to use
Western languages, in the same time due to the political viewpoints, they often
withdraw. Another challenge was the use of specific political language and the
conceptual disputes on the names of the political-administrative structure
organized under the authority of Tiraspol. In the end, the editor mentions the fact
that this book is characterized by originality, coherence, diversity, and utility.

The chapter The 1992 Dniester Armed Conflict: An Analytical Approach to
the Politico-Military Events from the Perspective of the Involved Parties, written
by Mihai Melintei brings into discussion an analytical study of the armed conflict
on the Dniester since 1992 using Galtung’s triangle method. The author mentions
that the confrontation between Chisinau and Tiraspol can be considered in the
context of the intensification of decentralization within the Soviet Union. This
chapter brings into light the behavior of the parties during the conflict and presents
Decrees No. 190 and No. 194 from September 3, 1991, and their consequences.
Mihai Melintei underlines that the end of the armed conflict on the Dniester was
signed in an Agreement on July 21, 1992. This document calls for an end to the
conflict, the introduction of a trilateral peacekeeping force in the region, and the
creation of a security zone.

The text demonstrates that, in the context of the disintegration of the Soviet
Union and under the pretext of the 1989 language law and economic
disagreements between the two sides, serious concerns and confrontations were
raised. Fears rapidly escalated into a political confrontation that evolved into an
armed conflict.

The next chapter of the book, by Keith Harrington presents the Support for
Moldova’s Territorial Integrity in the Transnistrian Region from 1989 to 1992.
Providing extensive material, this chapter mentions that an important number of
people across Transnistria supported Moldova’s territorial integrity, as well as the
reforms undertaken by the government in Chisinau. With clear proof, the writer
states that many people in the region supported the controversial 1989 language
laws, flew the Tricolor that the separatists labeled a “fascist symbol” and boycotted
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separatist elections and referendums. This chapter also examines an understudied
chapter of the Transnistria War: local opposition. To achieve this, the writer relies
on several underused sources: archival documents and newspapers produced by the
local Soviets on the left bank.

Keith Harrington also describes important facts such as the Autonomy
referendums in the summer of 1990, and the creation of the Transnistrian
Moldavian Soviet Socialist Republic. He also brings into discussion events from
the spring of 1991 when separatist authorities in Transnistria launched a concerted
effort to rid the region of those who opposed secession, whom they labeled
“Romanian-nationalists.”.

The third chapter, entitled Armed Stage in the Moldovan-Pridnestrovian
Conflict: Causes and Political Consequences (author Anatoliy Dirun) analyses the
domestic political factors that influenced the decision of the Moldovan leadership
to use the armed forces in the conflict with Transnistria. The research presents the
origin of the conflict, the “Campaign to Gagauzia” and the first armed clashes with
Transnistria. Also describes the “August Putsch” and the capture of the leaders of
Transnistria, the formation of the armed forces of Moldova and Transnistria. As
the author concludes, the political leaders of Moldova ruled out going forward with
the armed method as a tool to resolve the conflict. Furthermore, an important
feature of the Moldovan-Pridnestrovian settlement was the participation of the
Transnstrian side as an official participant in the negotiation process. In 1994
Moldovan affirmed the country as neutral, the Ceasefire Agreement marked the
beginning not only of a peacekeeping operation on the Dniester but also made it
possible to start a dialogue between the conflict parties on a political settlement of
the conflict.

The chapter Fighting for What and Whom? The Non-Resident Volunteers
During the Armed Conflict in Pridnestrovie, written by Dareg Zabarah-Chulak,
analyzes the motivation and organizational structures of the non-resident fighters
in Transnistria. The author investigates the ideological predispositions of the
fighters and their supporters, he shows how these predispositions matched with the
ideological narrative offered by the Transnstrian elites which ultimately motivated
them to take sides with the separatist forces. With a deep view, we can see that the
author writes about classifying foreign support; he mentions that Romania, Russia,
and Ukraine, supported the Moldovan Government. The author mentions the
Cossacks as a distinct group and social force in the former Soviet Union. The
conclusion states that the 14™ Army was a hybrid formation, yet it was under the
jurisdiction of a foreign state and de jure under foreign command.

The next chapter, written by Nicoleta Annemarie Munteanu, under the title
War Memorials Published in Chisinau: Between Documentary Value and Patriotic
Manifesto, classifies, compares, and evaluates quantitatively and qualitatively the
memorials of the Dniester War. This work shows, from a perspective of history
and memory, how the war on the Dniester appears in the published memories of
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the combatants, as involved participants, but as politicians as well. After revealing
the research methodology, the author presents a short political-military context of
the Transnistrian War. After analyzing the memoirs of the first President of the
Republic of Moldova, Mircea Snegur, the author insists on the memoirs of the
military - where the personal testimonies of the author Valeriu Cerba are presented
in several documents or testimonies of other participants in the events.

This chapter also analyzes personal testimonies, memoirs, and interviews of
people who were a part of the war and describes its effects as having a profound
character. During the research, the author mentions important printed books that
contain valuable testimonies of participants in the 1992 battles, stories of simple
people who were in the situation of facing a war, and war correspondents in the
Dniester War. In conclusion, the research states that the Dniester War, from the
perspective of memorials, is characterized by the crystallization of communities
with competing memories on both banks, and how the memory of this war
produces feelings of pain and bitterness even today.

The author Ana Jovic-Lazic, in her paper The Russian Federation’s
Approach to the Unresolved Dniester Conflict and Its Implications for the Security
and Foreign Policy of the Republic of Moldova, examines Russia’s role in this
conflict and the impact on Moldova’s security and foreign policy. With
introductory remarks and an overview of Russia’s foreign policy, and its security
interests, the writer notes that Moscow has considered the post-Soviet space a
critical area for national security, seeking to maintain and expand its influence. As
a concluding remark, the author states that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
exacerbated relations with the West and caused considerable changes in world
politics. Referring to the subject of Russia’s interest in the Dniester region, we
understand how that affects Moldova’s internal and foreign policies.

Maximilian Ohle’s study of Moldova and Transnistria’s Bargaining
Strategies Towards Russia: Deciphering Bargaining Codes in Asymmetric
Relationships uses the concept of bargaining codes in asymmetric arrangements to
shift the debate towards how Russia, Moldova, and Transnistria have been
bargaining with one another over which outcomes of setting the territorial dispute
are most suitable to one’s interests. After an introduction to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine on February 24, 2022, the writer sets in a frame the triangular relationship
among Russia, Moldova, and Transnistria. At the same time, the author mentions
the bargaining interactions over a final peace settlement of the Moldovan-
Transnistrian Conflict and concludes that no durable peace settlement could be
achieved, the analysis of the bargaining codes has shown that each actor has been
pursuing different objectives.

The chapter Russian Involvement in the Transnistrian War: A Prototype of
Russian Modern “Hybrid Warfare”? written by Tarik Solmaz, tries to answer the
question that arose in the title and presents two case studies: the Russian covert
intervention in Ukraine between February 2014 and February 2022 and the
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Soviet/Russian involvement in the 1990-92 Transnistria War. Another important
issue debated in this chapter is the conceptualization of “hybrid warfare”, hence,
the study does not directly focus on the reasons when and why Russia decides to
move beyond “hybrid warfare”. The author also mentions that there is a need for
future research focusing on the conditions behind other revisionist actors' use of
“hybrid warfare”.

Kamala Valiyeva, in her chapter Revising Moldova’s Transnistria Dispute
Amid Severing EU-Russia Ties, wants to fulfill two goals: to offer a brief overview
of the Moldova-Transnistria dispute, an elite-driven clash of cultural-linguistic
identities and an exploration of the current stalemate in the resolution of the
territorial dispute by concentrating on the increasingly incompatible interests of the
major geopolitical actors. The author mentions that the war in Ukraine caused a
shift in the European security environment and affected the Moldova-Transnistria
dispute, by posing a threat of the dispersion of the war while the EU’s potential of
becoming a real power is preventing such consequences remains uncertain.

Finally, we appreciate that the book The Armed Conflict of the Dniester:
Three Decades Later presents an actual and original approach to the Dniester
conflict. It objectively analyzes existing sources and offers valuable conclusions
within a contemporary security and geopolitical context. This book's importance is
revealed by its ingenious and innovative way of analyzing verifiable information,
which is presented concisely and coherently.

This research also appears as an interdisciplinary approach useful for
professors, students, and researchers, offering an accessible and valuable source of
information. Therefore, this book is worth paying attention to, especially to
understand the evolution and status of “frozen conflicts” in the post-soviet space,
and considering recent events in Ukraine.
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