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European Commission press 
release 

 
EU research funding boosts 

scientific excellence and 
competitiveness, report finds1 

 
Brussels, 25 January 2016 

Investment in research and innovation from the EU budget between 2007 and 2013 has 
greatly improved scientific excellence in Europe and strengthened its competitiveness by 
improving industry's capacity to innovate. 

These are some of the main findings of the evaluation of EU's 7th Framework 
Programme (FP7), published by the European Commission. 

The ex-post evaluation of FP7, the EU research funding programme for 2007-2013, was 
conducted by an independent group of high-level experts which analyzed the economic and 
societal impact of the programme. On this basis, the Commission has also drawn 
recommendations to be integrated into Horizon 2020, the current EU research and innovation 
funding programme. 

The ex-post evaluation of the 7th Framework Programme shows that the €55 billion 
invested over 7 years into EU's research and innovation proved highly attractive to private 
sector participants, including a record number of SMEs, which helped strengthen 
competitiveness of European industries. The programme also set up five Joint Technology 
Initiatives in key areas like innovative medicine and hydrogen and fuel cells.  

With a record number of participants and projects funded, the programme also strongly 
contributed to strengthening scientific excellence. FP7 projects have so far generated over 
170,000 publications, with an open access rate of 54% for all scientific peer reviewed 
publications created during the lifetime of FP7. 

In addition, the ex-post evaluation also found that the FP7 has had a significant impact 
on creating growth and jobs in Europe. Experts have forecast that FP7 investment is on track to 
trigger economic growth of approximately €20 billion per year over 25 years, or €500 billion in 
total, through direct and indirect economic effects. It is also estimated that the programme is 
creating 130,000 research jobs per year over a period of ten years and 160,000 additional jobs 
per year over a period of 25 years. 

Lessons learned  
In addition to its achievements, the report has also looked at the issues to be improved in 

order to maximize the impact of EU investment in research and innovation in the future. While 
most of these areas, including improving administrative procedures and funding flexibility, 
better integration of different parts of the programme and synergies with other research and 
innovation funding schemes, have already been addressed in the set-up of Horizon 2020, further 
recommendations will be taken on board in subsequent reviews. 

Background 
The Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, 

technological development and demonstration activities (FP7) ran from 2007 to 2013. It was 
structured around four Specific Programmes supporting transnational collaborative research, 
investigator-driven research, career development of individual researchers, as well as training 
and mobility, and enhancement of research capacities in Europe. 
 

1 http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-145_en.htm 
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PARTIDELE POLITICE ÎN TRANSNISTRIA. INFLUENŢA 
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The article draws our attention to the political parties of Transnistria and the influence 
of non-recognition upon party system. The research on the system of political parties in 
Transnistria copes with a range of difficulties such as poor access to information and mistaken 
interpretation. There are hardly studies on this subject. So, the author used mostly the internet 
sources that provide information about the legislative framework inTransnistria and details 
about  political parties and elections results. 

 
Keywords:political parties, system of parties, Transnistria, electoral law, political 

elections, political ideology.  
 

O cercetare asupra sistemului de partide politice în Transnistria se loveşte de 
numeroase dificultăţi – atât de informare, cât şi de interpretare.În primul rând, aproape 
că nu există studii analitice asupra temei. Cercetătorii din dreapta Nistrului, cei mai 
îndreptăţiţi prin prisma proximităţii geografice şi politice, au manifestat întotdeauna o 
reţinere justificată politic şi ideologic în abordarea temei. Desigur, partidele politice 
din Tiraspol reprezintă instrumentul formal prin care se selecţionează cadrele 
administrative ale statului nerecunoscut de dincolo de Nistru – stat ilegal din punct de 
vedere al Republicii Moldova. Deşi partidele politice nu sunt instituţii ale statului, 
rezerva sau chiar ostilitatea faţă de acest fenomen la Chişinău se explică, aşadar, prin 
rezerva sau ostilitatea faţă de statul transnistrean. 

În aceste condiţii, nici literatura de cercetare internaţională nu abordează 
subiectul, decât în mod cu totul excepţional. Cu mult efort se pot găsi doar trimiteri 
succinte, de natură instituţională, în lucrări de tip enciclopedic sau repertorii de partide 
şi formaţiuni politice. Rămâne cercetătorului să descopere şi să utilizeze critic resursele 
disponibile pe Internet. Pot fi aflate şi cercetate astfel cadrul legislativ (Constituţia, 
legea partidelor, legislaţia electorală), site-urile diferitelor partide (cu grade diferite de 
publicare a arhitecturii instituţionale şi calendarului de activităţi) şi rezultatele 
alegerilor pentru funcţiile pentru care depun liste de candidaţi aceste partide. 

Scurtă istorie.Pentru statul care şi-a autoproclamat independenţa sub denumirea 
„Republica Moldovenească Nistreană”, la 2 septembrie 1990, publicând apoi o 
declaraţie de independenţă (5 august 1991[1]), organizarea unui sistem de partide 
politice nu a reprezentat o prioritate. În tradiţia sovietică, pe care au proclamat-o şi 
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