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Serfs’ Saxon Villages. A Less Known Heritage

Most villages analysed in this paper are locatethia region between the rivers Tarnava
Mare and Tarnava Mig¢ and only some of them lie in the former noblememslaves on
royal lands, to the west of Tarnava Mare. Thosdesaents were subject to the 1992-1996
research within the Romanian-German project to mweg/ the villages in the Saxon
colonisation area in Transylvania. Proposing thasgtlements as the subject of this paper
was primarily motivated by the wish to make knowd,aherefore, liable to be protected
aspects of the Transylvanian Saxons’ culture tlatespond to a less extent to the clichés
constituted in the collective imaginary on the Gammcolonisation settlements in
Transylvania. Moreover, the features of theseeitihts recommend them as responding to
the aspects of the vernacular architecture as theye defined over time. They are, to the
same extent as the free villages, the “fundameexplression of a community’s culture”.
They also are a “witness of a society’s history"darepresent the “traditional and natural
means by which those communities created theirt&&ipi‘though utilitarian, they are,
however, of interest and have aesthetic value’,npealso a “constant adaptation in
response to social and environmental constrainasig having “coherence of style, form and
aspect” (quotes from the “Charter on the Built Vaoular Heritage”, of the ICOMOS
consultative committee, Stockholm, September 10998).

Keeping their features that make them importarttistory is threatened not only by the
elements of the dissolution of the rural civilipatj which are generalized in the entire
country, but also by the specific challenges faogdhe German colonisation settlements in
Transylvania. The lack of knowledge, even by datisiaking specialists, of the importance
of those settlements as visible signs and still-kept “sources” of that “little” history of
the rural space, which is so little documenteddie#o the loss of the aspect and historic
substance of those settlements. Although they itehefrom spontaneous reviving
phenomena, in the absence of the specialists’ tassis, irreplaceable elements giving
individuality and historic value to those villagemy be destroyed.

Les villages examinés dans le présent docuhwritbien fait I'objet d’une recherche
menée entre 1992 — 1996, dans le cadre du prajehao-allemand d’inventaire des
localités de la zone de colonisation saxonne deasiyteanie. L'idée de les proposer
comme sujet d'un tel ouvrage est I'expression dairdde faire connaitre — et donc
susceptibles d’'étre protégés - les aspects de ltareudes Saxons transylvains qui
correspondent en moindre mesure aux clichés coéstitlans I'imaginaire collectif se
rapportant aux localités de colonisation allemashel@ransylvanie.

Les villages dont nous parlons sont placées emgedeux Tarnava, dans la zone
comprise entre Sigfvara, Medig, Targu Murg, sauf quelques-uns se trouvant dans les

" Istoric de a#, Institutul Naional pentru Patrimoniu, Bucuté domenii de competeit inventarierea
monumentelor istorice (goldstroe2@yahoo.com).
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