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Abstract

The overwhelming number of™a0" century swords found in Norway has
tentatively been explained by the generous Norwegiaial rites. This explanation
holds well when opposed to the Christian countrigere grave goods were
disapproved The explanation does not hold good when comparatie low number
of swords found in other pagan countries, not eSsereden and Denmark, which were
neighbors and culturally related to Norway.

Logically it does not seem reasonable that Norwsgud have had so many more
weapons than Sweden and Denmark, not to mentiomilitary superpower Frankia.
All the same, it seems that a comparatively ratlheger part of the adult and free
merf were buried with weapons in Norway than in otheuritries.

Many swords reflect many swords, but few swordaatareflect few swords. Few
swords reflect only how many swords were buriedraves and hoards, and also how
many have been found and even taken care of, motdany there once were.

None of these thoughts explain why so many Norwegigre buried with weapons
in the 9" -10" centuries. Therefore | sought advice from my eetircolleague
Oddmunn Farbregd, who for many years has studieddtgest Iron Age cemetery in
Norway, on Vang in the inland valley Oppdal, 20. south of Trondheim.

Introductory notgAnne Stalsberg)

During conferences in Torun, Poland, in Decembé&124nd in Sibiu, Romania, in
October 2010, | presented papers on the questigrswimany 8 -9" century swords
have been found in Norway, using swords with blauesked Vifberht as example,
since 44 out of 166 known Vlfberht swords in Eurdy@e been found in Norway.
The question about the Vifberht blades can, howevatr be answered isolated from
the total number of swords; when it is explained/wb many swords generalhave

* Fgrsteamanuensis i arkeologi. NTNU Vitenskapsrati@ane.stalsberg@vm.ntnuyio

* Museum of Natural History and Archaeology, Trdram, Norway.

! Geibig visited some 600 museums and collectiond/@st Germany when preparing his dissertation
(Muller-Wille in the Vorword des Ausgebeiis Geibig 1991).

2 According to medieval Norwegian laws free and achén were obliged to show their weapons at the
weapon assemblies (Solberg).
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